
 
January 18, 2020 

 Friends in Christ, 
 
 I write to you with an update on what we discussed in worship on January 12. That day, Star Tribune 
newspaper published “Minnesota Methodist leaders support new plan ending LGBT sanctions.” The article 
reported on the recently-proposed “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation” as yet one more 
potential plan for how General Conference might proceed. The article also reported on a complaint filed against 
Rev. Jia Starr Brown of Park Avenue UMC and two of her supervisors for allegedly violating our denomination’s 
discipline on clergy who openly identify as LGBTQIA+. This front-page article was, to put it lightly, a tough read. 
 
 With celebration, I write to you that Bishop Bruce R. Ough announced on January 13 that he has 
dismissed the complaint – thanks be to God! Bishop wrote a statement about the decision, and urges “all 
Minnesota United Methodists to join me by voluntarily ceasing the filing of complaints.” Before the article came 
out, I was one of many who wrote to Bishop urging him to dismiss the complaint, and I join him in this call. This 
week, Bishop asked me to serve on a  strategy team for the “Journey Toward Vitality” effort to help our annual 
conference navigate through and beyond General Conference and I have accepted this invitation. Please pray 
this team of leaders can help shepherd in an aspirational, inclusive vision together into a brave new reality. 
 
 Our denomination’s situation is complex, as is the situation of the complaint against my colleague, Pastor 
Jia. Harm has been done, there’s a long road ahead, and there are no simple answers or simple explanations. 
Building on what I said in worship last week, here’s what I believe will help us step into a bold future together: 

1. Pray. The UMC needs God to break through with a direction forward. Please pray for this. 
2. Stay informed. Go to our website, richfieldumc.org/umc for resources. If you don’t go online and are 

interested in these resources, ask a friend to help and/or attend upcoming learning forums this spring. 
3. Activate. We will revive our Reconciling Team, volunteer at General Conference, and love our neighbor. 

Leslie Redmond, President of Minneapolis NAACP, has a brilliant saying that I think about frequently: 
“Don’t complain. Activate.” That’s good advice worth taking. 

4. Stop the harm. Please join Bishop Ough, me, and many others in calling for an end to formal complaints 
against LGBTQIA+ clergy and the conducting of same-sex weddings. To do good, first do no harm. 

5. Be the church. No matter what happens in the denomination, we are Richfield United Methodist Church. 
We will continue to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. We 
will continue to live in faith, justice, and joy. And we will continue to make harmony in God’s song. 
Nothing will ever change that, including what is happening with our denomination. 
 
I’ve said it before, I’ll say it again: this is a good church with good people and whatever happens in our 

denomination, wherever you are on these issues, you have a place here and I am proud to be your pastor. It’s 
my personal hope we as the United Methodist Church pursue justice for all people as God made them to be and 
we as a local church continue welcoming people as they are. With God’s help, we will live out this mission. Let 
us be in prayer, dialogue, and action together. Friends, I thank Jesus daily for you and who you are! 

In Christ, 
 

Rev. Nate Melcher 
Senior Pastor, Richfield UMC 

nmelcher@richfieldumc.org | 612.861.6086 office | 612.399.6272 cell 
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