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March 13, 2020 
 

 Dear Richfield UMC, 
 

My friends, after much prayerful discernment, I have decided to cancel both worship 
services and all Sunday morning activities for Richfield United Methodist Church for March 15, 
2020 and March 22, 2020. I made this decision on consultation with Wayne Johnson (Lay Leader), 
Jan Kirchner (SPRC Chair), Sue Restemayer (Ad Board Chair), and Jerry Schilling (Trustees Chair). 
Additionally, we are working hard to provide a livestream online worship experience. Please read 
on for more information and a call to action for what we need from you. 
 

Caring for Children early learning center remains open, per Minnesota State Department 
of Health and CDC recommendations. We are in close contact with our user groups and Beacon 
Interfaith Housing about Families Moving Forward. For the rest of March, we are also canceling 
gatherings such as Ad Board, Finance Team, Chancel Choir rehearsal and Chancel Bell Choir 
rehearsal, youth group, Lunch & Learn, Women’s and Men’s Bible Studies, and still more may be 
canceled, as well. God’s Hands will be closed three Saturdays in a row, March 14, 21, and 28. 
Please do not bring in God’s Hands donations at this time. Yes, there may be other group and 
event cancellations, but these are a handful for sure. If you’re in a group who plans to meet on 
campus in March, please be in contact with each other and the church about it. 

 
We are in changing times. Shortly after I sent my letter this morning, I received word 

Governor Tim Walz would hold a press conference today. I watched this 1:00pm press conference 
today featuring the Governor plus MN Department of Health Commissioner Dr. Jan Malcolm, 
Attorney General Keith Ellison, and Department of Employment and Economic Development 
Commissioner Steve Grove, the state heard MDH’s recommendations of what preventative 
measures to take. Three recommendations in particular have to do with event organizing, which 
pertains to our worship services and other in-person gatherings. They are: 
 

“Event organizers cancelling or postponing gatherings with 250 or more people, including 
concerts, conferences, professional and amateur performances or sporting events.” 

We aren’t at 250 in worship yet, but we’ll get there! This is, however, in line with our 
earlier decision to transition the Easter Egg Hung into a “take home” project. 

 
“Event organizers cancelling or postponing smaller events (those with less than 250 

people) that are held in settings that do not allow social distancing of 6 feet per person.” 
This is the key recommendation to canceling worship the next two Sundays. We have 

measured the seating capacity in the sanctuary and are concerned whether our average worship 
attendance has a matching ratio with the recommended 6-foot social distancing radius. Even if 
enough people who are sick or feel vulnerable self-select to not attend worship, we want to err 
on the side of safety and give us time to better evaluate the situation.  
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As for Living Waters, though the average worship attendance and space size may match 
well, attendance fluctuates too much to plan well at this time and a good portion of the most-
stalwart worshipers are in the most-vulnerable populations. For these reasons, we are canceling 
worship the next two Sundays and will reevaluate as the month continues.  

 
“Event organizers limiting attendance to no more than 10 people for events where the 

majority of participants are at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19.” 
 This is the guideline that led to deciding to cancel some of our ministries.   
 
 This Sunday, our goal is to have a livestreamed online worship experience at 9:30am on 
our church’s Facebook page. Greg Locke and Victor Zupanc will provide music, Rev. Hope and I 
will lead liturgy and prayers, and I will preach. TY Moore and Dale Olsen are working hard to help 
get good sound and picture for this experience, too. To be a part of this “live” worship, please go 
to https://www.facebook.com/RichfieldUnitedMethodistChurch/. I know not everyone is able to 
get online easily, and I know not everyone has a Facebook account. And I also know despite our 
best efforts for livestreaming worship, it will not be perfect, by any means! I ask for your grace 
as we try something like this with less than 48-hour notice. I admit, I’m a little excited to see what 
might happen when we try something so radically new! 
 
 Just a few hours ago, I was fully prepared for us to worship with extra mindfulness, and 
had communicated with you that I trust you all to be discerning in making your personal choice 
to come and worship in-person. You read that in my letter this morning, and everything I wrote 
in that letter still stands. We will still respond to the Covid-19 pandemic as faithful, connected 
people. And I still trust you to make the best decisions for your own personal safety. And I still 
expect all of us to practice everyday preventative action as recommended by the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention. In the wake of new information, and in my capacity as your 
pastor, I want to do my part to “do no harm” and simply eliminate the risks this Sunday.  
 
 CALL TO ACTION: We absolutely need your help getting the word out about this! This 
letter is going out via Constant Contact, a general email, social media, and our website. We will 
put up signage on the north and south door. We need YOU to please reach out to anyone who 
does not use electronic communication and who might come to worship. THANK YOU! 
 
 Be assured, friends, in times of uncertainty, that is when we might feel the presence of 
God the most. Again, my aim is to present you with a calm and loving presence, be as honest with 
you as possible, and offer you spiritual leadership and guidance in the midst of this new challenge 
facing the world. I am as proud as ever to be your pastor and to be the body of Christ with you. 
May we gather and serve God with urgency in faith, justice, and joy. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Rev. Nate Melcher 
Senior Pastor | nmelcher@richfieldumc.org  
612.861.6086 Office | 612.399.6272 Mobile 
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