
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings CFC Families and Staff, 
 

We are glad to partner with you to care for your dear little ones. Our continued plan 
is for Caring for Children to remain open during these unprecedented times. We will weigh 
urging recommendations from authority entities such as the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), and the Minnesota 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church (MAC) and be in communication with 
you accordingly. These entities have been excellent in offering good direction in how to 
move forward. 
 

We closely watched the Governor’s new press conference Sunday morning and 
the materials released to us from the Minnesota Department of Human Resources 
(MDHS) relaying Governor Tim Walz and Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan’s 
recommendations for Covid-19 response to child care providers. We take seriously their 
message: “As a child care provider you deliver an essential service to our state, including 
educating Minnesota’s children and ensuring the stability of our state’s workforce. You 
provide care and early education to our youngest Minnesotans and support our working 
families so that they can go to work or school. Thank you.”  
 

Here is our latest update for you: 
1. CFC’s new hours of operation will be 7:00am-5:30pm effective March 18-April 

3, 2020. This ensures consistent ratios and allows time for staff to do extra cleaning 
in our classrooms each day. New hours of operation may extend beyond the initial 
period and we will be in contact with you about this. We know this is a change that 
will impact some of our families and we appreciate your understanding and 
cooperation so we can best serve all of our families better in this time.  

2. You are urged to limit the number of people entering the building for pick-up 
and drop-off to one whenever possible. Also, please limit the amount of time 
you’re on campus as much as possible. 

3. We have extended from a 24-hour to a 48-hour period of children staying 
home if they have a fever. This was announced in our communications to you on 
March 13. 

4. All persons coming on campus, including CFC families, are expected to 
adhere by the safe health practices as outlined by the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention: 

o Frequently wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap 
and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer with at least 60% 
alcohol.  

o Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or use the inside of your elbow.  



o Avoid touching public surfaces and clean frequently-touched objects and 
surfaces. (Example: Use a personal pen stylus or your knuckles to tap in 
your Brightwheel code on the tablet or when using the keypad entry.) 

o Stay home when sick.  
5. Online resources are being enhanced and developed by the clergy team Rev. 

Nate Melcher and Rev. Hope Hutchison, church staff, and CFC staff to help 
families stay connected and you’re encouraged to join in: 

o richfieldumc.org (all the latest updates, family resources, faith building, etc.) 
o facebook.com/richfieldunitedmethodistchurch (community building) 
o soundcloud.com/richfieldumc (sermons) 
o youtube.com/richfieldumc (worship live stream at a special 9:30am time) 

 

We love connecting with you about the care and the education we provide your 
children. It is an honor to help your family grow up! One thing we don’t connect with nearly 
as much is our realities as a small nonprofit entity. There are  20 CFC paid staff who are 
relying on their paycheck to feed their families and pay their bills. Some of them rely on 
CFC for their child care and their health care plans, both of which they pay for and are 
not free. In these unprecedented times, please recognize your needs and affirm theirs, 
too. Our world economy is in flux right now and if you find yourself in a situation where 
you now have the inability to pay your child’s tuition in part or in full, please contact us. 
Tuition fees will continue to be processed via Brightwheel as planned. Your child’s tuition 
makes it possible to continue to pay the staff, purchase food and supplies, and pay other 
necessary expenses as part of regular business operations. 
 

Additionally, here’s a word from Pastor Nate: 
 

“Friends, this is an unprecedented situation in our lifetimes. There is continuously 
unfolding mystery, and that is challenging. In the midst of our own self-care, we must 
always be mindful of how our children – both emotional and behavioral – take their cues 
from us. Let us be a tether for our kids in uncertain times that are rocking God’s world. 
Thank you for being a CFC family and for our continued relationship as we work through 
all of this one step at a time. I am proud to have been a CFC parent for over five years 
before becoming the pastor here, and now I’m grateful to be the pastor of this excellent 
church and continue to be part of the CFC family. May God be with us all, and Lord in 
your mercy.” 
 

Thank you for all of your help, we are all in this together, stay well! 
 

Catherine Mahler, CFC Director 
Kathy Newbauer, Assistant Director 

cfcdirector@cfcrumc.org 
asstdirector@cfcrumc.org 

612.866.1632 
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