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March 17, 2020 
 Dear Richfield UMC, 
 

I pray for you daily and hope you are praying daily for all of your fellow children of God 
and your church through the Breakthrough Prayer (https://richfieldumc.org/prayer). May we feel 
the creative and foundational love of God, the reconciling and redeeming glory of Jesus, and the 
sustaining and comforting presence of the Holy Spirit! Lord, in your mercy. I’ve been so grateful 
to know that so many of you are reading these updates and sharing them with each other. Thanks 
for your feedback about our church’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic, checking in with me, 
and praying together. Here is my latest update regarding our response. Contact me anytime. 

My friends, after much prayerful discernment and at the urging of Bishop Bruce R. Ough, 
we are suspending in-person worship and all in-person gatherings through April 5. During this 
period, we intend to have online worship at 9:30am at youtube.com/richfieldumc. We are 
mindful that people need pastoral care and we need to be safe in how we go about this crucial 
ministry. Pastoral care will be by phone, email, or online through April 5. We are working with 
our user groups on a case-by-case basis and many have already postponed their events.  

 
Here are some of the sources that helped lead to this hard-and-necessary decision: 

• On March 15, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in accordance with its 
guidelines for large events and mass gatherings, recommends organizers in the US 
postpone in-person events of 50+ people the next 8 weeks. You can read this online: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-
gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html 

• On March 16, Bishop Bruce R. Ough asked all United Methodist congregations in the 
Minnesota Annual Conference to suspend in-person worship through [at least] the end of 
March.Additionally, he urged all United Methodist congregations in the Minnesota 
Conference to postpone or cancel all non-essential, in-person small group meetings or 
gatherings in our church buildings through March 29. Bishop Ough also urged all clergy to 
exercise thoughtful discretion regarding conducting funerals, religious rites, and pastoral 
visitations. You can read this latest statement online:  
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/bishops-covid-19-recommendations-
13526585 
 
For Caring for Children, we’re closely monitoring the recommendations and/or mandates 

of authority entities like the CDC, the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), and the 
Minnesota Annual Conference (MAC). On March 15, Governor Tim Walz asked child care 
providers to continue precautionary practices and wrote, “As a child care provider you deliver an 
essential service to our state, including educating Minnesota’s children and ensuring the stability 
of our state’s workforce. You provide care and early education to our youngest Minnesotans and 
support our working families so that they can go to work or school. Thank you.” At this 
time, Caring for Children will remain open with some new practices in place. 
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A Few Next Steps: 
1. We are livestreaming worship services on Sundays at 9:30am. We livestreamed for the 

first time since 2017 this past Sunday at youtube.com/richfieldumc. We estimate we had 
~100 participants! Thank you for both your grace and feedback. It’s my hope to make 
each worship experience unique and meaningful while we are physically separate yet 
spiritually together as the church. We are working hard to improve the livestream quality 
as soon as possible. If you would like to make a special gift toward the cost of purchasing 
and installing technical equipment, please contact Kathy Gertsema, Business and 
Administration Coordinator, at 612.861.6086 or kgertsema@richfieldumc.org. 

2. Your program staff is working hard to build online community-building opportunities for 
you to keep being involved in the life of your church. This is a time for improvisation, 
creativity, and experimentation. Some new content will be amazing, some may fall flat. 
Rest assured we want to stay connected. If you have ideas, please send them my way! 

3. Your pastoral care team is working hard to develop a pastoral care strategy for people in 
need of prayer and care. We are sensitive to the isolating nature of the social distancing 
measures we must all take to ensure the safety of others. We are praying for you! 

4. Ad Board will offer direction on outreach ministry partners so our church can provide 
outreach to our neighbors in the midst of social distancing. 

 
A Call to Action: 

1. I want to hear from you! In fact, I want you to hear from each other! I am trying to 
develop a podcast where church members can share their experiences with their church 
family about how you're holding up in this challenging time of social distancing. Call me 
on my church mobile at 612.399.6272 and leave a 1-minute voice message I can put with 
other messages from church members to build a check-in podcast. Please remember to 
talk right into the phone and be as concise as possible. You can also email me at 
nmelcher@richfieldumc.org and I can record your comment for you. Please note: if your 
message is for the podcast, it could potentially be shared with the world! 

2. We have a new way to give – by shopping! If you’re using Amazon to shop for supplies, 
please go to richieldumc.org/amazon first and learn how you can earn your church money 
simply through your Amazon purchases – all anonymously and at no cost to you! 

3. Your generosity is critical in the life of your church. You can give electronically at 
richfieldumc.org/give or contact Kathy Gertsema. Thank you for giving from your heart!  

4. Please check-in on one another and please help spread the word about these updates. 
 

This week, I have been proud of your response in faith and urgency. I have been proud of 
our paid staff for rallying. And I have been proud to be the pastor of Richfield United Methodist 
Church. My friends, Jesus is with us in all of this. The times when it gets worse. The times when 
it gets better. And all the mystery in-between. I am grateful to be God’s church alongside you all! 

 
In Christ, 

Rev. Nate Melcher 
Senior Pastor | nmelcher@richfieldumc.org  
612.861.6086 Office | 612.399.6272 Mobile 
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