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March 23, 2020 
 Dear Richfield UMC, 
 

You are in my prayer life every day. You were before I became your pastor on June 30 of 
last year and I continue to hold you in daily prayer now during the Covid-19 pandemic. I’ve been 
finding new meaning in our daily Breakthrough Prayer (https://richfieldumc.org/prayer) and I 
wonder if you have, too. God’s future is out there; may we embrace it and be God’s loving church. 
Thank you for your continued support and contact. I am glad to be in ministry with you. 

 
My wonderful church, as I explained in my sermon on Sunday, this is our latest update: 

we are suspending in-person worship and all in-person gatherings through Sunday, May 10. 
This expands our previous suspension in place. This prayerful decision was made in consultation 
with Ad Board and weighs the latest updates from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), and the Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church (MAC).  

These are updates that helped lead to this hard-yet-necessary decision: 

• On March 17, the MN Council of Churches hosted a conference call with MN Department 
of Health (MDH) leaders. Executive team members of the MAC were there and that day 
released materials suggesting that “churches should anticipate and plan for not being able 
to have in-person worship for eight weeks or more.” You can read this online: 
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/covid-19-mitigation-strategies 
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/covid-19-minnesota-conference-response 

• On March 15, the CDC, in accordance with its guidelines for large events and mass 
gatherings, recommended organizers in the US suspend in-person events of 50+ people 
the next 8 weeks. You can read this online: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-
gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html 
 
Unfortunately, there will be no in-person worship for Easter Sunday. This is a decision 

no pastor ever wants to make. Your safety is our most important concern, and this decision 
empowers us to “lower the curve” and keep us safer. If the situation allows us to gather in-
person any earlier than May 10, we will spread the word immediately. We are working hard to 
make online Easter worship the best experience we can offer, and I thank you for your support. 

In addition to previous announcements, here are some updated campus practices: 

• Campus is closed on Saturdays and Sundays. Do not come to campus on the weekend. 

• God’s Hands Thrift Store is closed until further notice. No donations until further notice. 

• Please avoid non-essential travel to campus Monday-Friday. The office closes at 4:00pm 
and there may be additional limited daytime hours in the future until further notice. 

• Men’s restrooms are closed. Please use the gender-neutral restroom, thank you. 

• Caring for Children remains open in accordance with recommendations from the MDH. 

• Pastoral care will be by phone, email, or online only until further notice. 
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This is the time of year that I would typically be writing to invite you to make a special 
Easter offering toward the ministries of your church and to invite your friends to powerful Holy 
Week and Easter Sunday worship experiences. Instead, I invite you to something new: 

1. I invite you to make a generous gift to your church to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. 
Your generosity is crucial in this pivotal moment in time. Your Easter gift helps your church 
thrive in these unprecedented times as we grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new 
people, and heal a broken world. I also encourage you to make a special gift to our vital 
ministry partners who work with the most vulnerable: VEAP (https://veap.org/donate) 
and Beacon Interfaith Housing. https://www.beaconinterfaith.org/donate). 

2. I invite you to worship online, Sundays at 9:30am, at http://youtube.com/richfieldumc. 
We are re-entering livestreaming after a three-year hiatus and are working hard to create 
the quality content and tech delivery needed for a good worship experience. If you would 
like to give a special gift to help this project move forward, please contact me. Nothing 
will replace in-person worship. Yet may we uphold this simple truth: wherever, whenever, 
and however two or three are gathered in the name of Jesus, he is among them. 

3. I invite you to pray for the Sunday when we all celebrate “Resurrection Day” together! 
As soon as possible, when we have confidence we can once again worship in-person 
safely, we will hold a special worship service called “Resurrection Day” in which we will 
celebrate with all the joy of Easter. Resurrection is, and always has been, God’s future. 
We will meet again! We will rise again! We will celebrate resurrection and do so together! 

 
Here are some of the many ways we are working hard to stay connected as a church:  

1. The Heartline newsletter is coming soon as a special edition that’s filled with ways we’re 
keeping connected as a church. Watch your email and/or mailbox. 

2. “Camp Meetings” is a new, original live variety show on Wednesday nights at 8:30pm on 
Facebook Live. Come spend “Lent in a Tent” with musicians, prayer, comedy, guests, and 
community connection at http://facebook.com/richfieldunitedmethodistchurch. 

3. Fresh videos and photos are coming to our social media platforms to keep you virtually 
and spiritually connected while we’re physically apart: https://richfieldumc.org/social. 

4. (AS SAFETY PERMITS) “Drive-Thru Joy” is April 4, 10:00am-11:30am in the parking lot. 
The plan is for member and neighborhood families with young children to “drive-thru” 
for an Easter Egg Hunt Take-Home Kit and for church members to “drive-thru” to take 
home a palm branch and a disinfected hymnal for online worship! Please stay tuned. 

 
 This is my fourth all-church letter in a week; it won’t be my last. We don’t yet know when 
this ends. And we do know how this ends: with God’s true grace breaking through. I take comfort 
that God remains steadfast in love, grace, and mercy for all. I find hope in the people being the 
hands and feet of Jesus by providing essential services to keep us going. And I find peace in the 
Holy Spirit that burns with compassion in our hearts. May this be a season of being God’s church 
to, for, with all of God’s people! Stay safe, stay strong, and stay connected, my friends. 

In Christ, 
Rev. Nate Melcher 

Senior Pastor | nmelcher@richfieldumc.org  
612.861.6086 Office | 612.399.6272 Mobile 
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