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February 1, 2021 

 
 Dear Richfield UMC, 
 
 Greetings to you in the name of Jesus, the one who loves you now and forever! 
New hope dawns this winter. Multiple vaccines are becoming available, we are learning 
more about the coronavirus, and we each continue to do our part. God is in charge! 
 
 As I announced in worship on Sunday, we are continuing our suspension of in-
person worship and gatherings in the church building in 2021 on an open-ended 
timeline, with a hope for the fall season. This decision was recommended by your 
Regathering Taskforce, approved by the elected leaders of your Ad Board, affirmed by 
our District Superintendent, Rev. Dan Johnson, and informed by your collective 
response to the regathering survey last month. Your safety is our most important 
concern and this decision is in alignment with our missional values as a church. 
 
 75 survey responses were collected, and we think more people are represented 
in total if we factor in children, couples who took the survey together, etc. This is a 
representative survey, thank you for your participation! Here are some key data points: 

• 64% of you are ages 65+ and 68% of you consider yourself or someone in your home to 
be in a “high-risk” category for COVID-19. 99% of you have strictly or mostly complied 
with “stay at home” orders, wearing a facemask, maintaining physical distance, etc. 

• A combined 96% of you responded it is “important” or “very important/essential” that 
indicators such as “stay at home” type orders are lifted, a vaccine/treatment for 
COVID-19 is widely available, and other public gatherings resuming in similar venues 
(concerts, theaters, sports events, etc.) are necessary to return to in-person worship. 

• 73% of you responded those indicators are necessary while also affirming you hope to 
return to worshiping in-person as often as possible once it is an option again. 

• 95% of you are staying connected in the life of your church through worship, pastoral 
care ministry, small groups, studies, and teams, special events, and service projects. 

• 56% of you invited or intend to invite someone to experience an aspect of the life of 
your church in the last 6 months and in the months to come.  

 
I am grateful we are essentially of one mind as a church on our approach to 

pandemic concerns. May we enter 2021 continuing to answer the call to stay safe, stay 
strong, and stay servants of Jesus. On behalf of your elected leaders, thank you for your 
trust and your teamwork, my friends. Thank you, Richfield UMC, and God bless you. 
 

In Christ, 
Rev. Nate Melcher 
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