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MONTHLY FOOD DRIVES THIS SPRING AND SUMMER 
May 23, June 13, July 18, August 8 

10:30 am ð 12:00 pm 
 

The May food drive (on the church campus) is for the West 
African Food Pantry of our fellow MCCI church, Brooklyn 
UMC.  Please see page 3 for a shopping list of food staples. 
Then, drive-thru at the church on May 23rd to drop off your 
donations 

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 9:30 AM 
http://youtube.com/richfieldumc 

 

In May we have the final mini-series in our one-year worship 
series METHODS, òScope & Sequence.ó  In June we begin 
the first of three Summer Worship Series, òSO MANY 
QUESTIONS, PART 1.ó Please see Pages 4-5 for details for 
these spring and summer worship series.  
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP PLANS 
Please note that there are 3 planned outdoor worship 
services. The first one will be June 13. The details are still 
being confirmed. The hope is we will worship outdoors in a 
local park. Watch for details on Sundays in announcements, 
in the e-newsletter, and on Facebook. See more information 
about these three services on page 3. 

SPRING  

INTO SUMMER  

WITH RICHFIELD UMC 

http://youtube.com/richfieldumc
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Well, that was an interesting 
Easter.  
 
If you tuned in to Easter 
worship with your church on 
April 4, you likely experienced 
intermittent pausing. For touch 
tone phone worshipers, it 

meant huge swaths of silence out of nowhere. 
For online worshipers, it additionally meant the 
image kept freezing (hopefully not on too many 
embarrassing facial expressions from the 
worship leaders), accompanied by a spinning 
circle indicating the stream is loading. Turns 
out the livestreaming service we use, YouTube, 
had problems for many churches that day, 
unfortunately, and it ended up beyond our 
control. My hope is you tuned in to the òEaster 
Reduxó service that premiered that evening on 
YouTube and by touch tone phone. Iõve never 
been so simultaneously proud to turn around a 
same-day solution and grieved over such a 
gigantic challenge at the same time! 
 
The spinning circle over the frozen worship 
images is often referred to in Internet slang as 
òthe spinning circle of deathó as it grinds 
everything to a halt. Sometimes it is a 
temporary setback and other times it is a 
harbinger of the end. For example, if you have 
someone in your life who plays video games, 
òthe spinning circle of deathó on the screen 
often means that video game system is broken 
beyond repair. Ironic, perhaps, we experienced 
òthe spinning circle of deathó on a day that 
launches us into a season all about new life and 
resurrection. 
 
There are still things in this world that feel like 
òthe spinning circle of death.ó We grieve the 
virus of racism is still alive and well, and weõve 
especially seen its brutality in our area this 
month. We lament food drives are necessary in 
the first place due to systemic poverty gripping 
many families. My children remind me on a 
regular basis ð almost daily ð that there still 
isnõt a vaccine for people their age yet and 
there is exclusion until it is finally developed. 
And many families grieving loved ones lost this 
year may feel like theyõre spinning their wheels 
as funerals, memorials, and mourning have 
taken on new, sometimes forced, shapes in this 
distanced season. 
 

NATE NOTE  

òThe spinning circle of deathó is there, no 
question. And yet, thanks be to God, 
resurrection is here. We see it every day, even 
if we have to look harder some days. Where are 
you seeing resurrection? Where have you put 
your Easter butterfly? We see it daily in the life 
of the church. We are working on plans for 
periodic outdoor worship this summer and many 
of us will see each other for the first time in 
over a year. We are continuing our successful 
drive-thru food drives and changing lives. We 
acknowledge we gather on Dakota land as one 
of many new steps forward in racial 
reconciliation and repentance. We have a new 
church survey this spring to help your elected 
leaders determine our next steps forward for 
gathering and your voice, as always, is 
essential. We are seeing more and more people 
getting their COVID-19 vaccine, thanks be to 
God. My hunch is by the time we all need our 
next booster at the beginning of 2022 or so, the 
system will be much simpler and less stressful. I 
recommend getvaccineanswers.org if you or a 
loved one have questions about the vaccine.  
 
Resurrection is here! And nothing will stop it, 
not even òthe spinning circle of death!ó 
Blessings to you in an Easter season that goes 
far beyond one hour on a Sunday! 

 
In Christ, 

Rev. Nate Melcher 
Senior Pastor 

REGATHERING SURVEY  
COMING MAY 2 

The Regathering Taskforce will premiere the 
next congregation-wide survey on May 2. Please 
be sure to complete it before 11:59 pm on May 
11. The survey will go out to those with an 
email address on-file and arrangements will be 
made for those not online (if you donõt know if 
we have your email address, please pass it 
along immediately!). This survey will be a little 
longer than our most-recent surveys as it will 
feature three important areas of focus: when 
and what returning to in-person gatherings as a 
church looks like, how your church connects 
with the needs of the community, and where 
your church needs to focus its missional energy 
next. It is critical that all members and 
regular worshipers make their voice heard, 
thank you! 

https://getvaccineanswers.org/
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MONTHLY FOOD DRIVES THIS SPRING 
AND SUMMER 

 

May 23, June 13, July 18, August 8 
10:30 am ð 12:00 pm 
The May food drive (on the church campus) is for the 
West African Food Pantry of our fellow MCCI church, 
Brooklyn UMC. This ministry received $1,000 of our 
Easter offering in April and has become a hub for our 
neighbors with immediate need for assistance in an 
area which has turned into a food desert due to 
recent unrest in the community. While it is open to 
all and stocks food for all, it specializes in foods 
with dietary and cultural appeal to those of West 
African ethnicity. As an exercise in acting with 
mindful cultural competency to address our 
neighborsõ particular needs, please donate from 
the following lists. 
 

Priority List: 
Water 
Baby Formula 
Diapers 
Feminine Hygiene Products (especially pads) 
First Aid Kits 
Household Cleaning Items 
Healthy Shelf-Stable Food Items 

 

West African Food Staples: 
Aubergine/Eggplant 
Bananas 
Bananas, green 
Barley 
Beans 
Cassava (Manioc/Tapioca) 
Cinnamon 
Clove 
Coconut 
Coriander/Cilantro 
Cumin 

 

The summer Food Drives will be paired with outdoor 
worship services, details to follow. 

CAF£-O-RAMA 
 

1st Sundays immediately 
following worship, online by 
Zoom 
Meeting ID: 843-4704-2137, 
Passcode: 5835 
Or call in: 312.626.6799 
(standard rates may apply) 
Caf®-O-Rama begins a few 
minutes after worship, now on first Sundays only. 
After worship, hop on the video call for a relaxed, 
inviting opportunity to spend time with new and old 
friends. Itõs like coffee in The Commonsé except you 
bring your own coffee! The next Caf®-O-Rama dates 
are May 2, June 6, July 4, and August 1. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 
 

June 13: Graduation Sunday and    

     Blessing of the Bicycles 
July 18: Lake Harriet Bandshell 

August 8: Blessing of the Animals 
 
Details are still being worked out, but at 
the time of this writing our goal is to 
have outdoor worship once a month this 
summer. We are scheduled to lead 
worship at the Lake Harriet Bandshell on 
July 18, so mark your calendar. We know 
that the services will require all in 
attendance to wear masks, stay 
distanced by households, and refrain 
from singing or humming in accordance 
with the latest research we have 
available. We are still working on a 
livestreaming option to make worship as 
inclusive as possible, and Plan B is to 
record worship live and post it ASAP. 
Thank you, everyone for your 
cooperation, support, and patience. 
When the call comes for unpaid 
servant volunteers, we will need an 
òall hands on deckó mindset, thank 
you! 
 
June 13 ð Graduation Sunday and 
Blessing of the Bicycles 
We will honor all 2021 high school and 
college graduates affiliated with the 
church. If thatõs you, please reach out to 
Garrett Johnson, thank you! Plus, bring 
your bicycle and helmet (or motorcycle!) 
and receive a special blessing for safe 
journeys as we get back outdoors in the 
summer weather! 
 
July 18 ð Lake Harriet Bandshell - 10 am 
This delightful tradition returns after a 
year hiatus due to pandemic. We are 
proud to be involved in this ecumenical 
cohort of churches who lead worship for 
the city at the bandshell all summer 
long! 
 
August 8 ð Blessing of the Animals 
Bring your beloved pet (or a photo, if 
crowds and/or outdoors is too much for 
them) to receive a special blessing of 
Godõs love upon them! For safety and 
inclusivity, all pets must be well-
supervised by your gathered household 
(i.e. dogs must be on a leash, use a pet 
carrier, etc.), thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Curry 
Garlic 
Ginger 
Green Banana 
Groundnut 
Lentils 
Millet 
Nutmeg 
Okra 
Onions 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84347042137?pwd=b09ZNTlVeEpJekVCUVFpYm90RTI0UT09
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SCOPE & SEQUENCE 
April 11-May 30 

METHODS: One-Year Worship Series Concludes 
 

The final mini-series in our one-year worship 
series METHODS, òScope & Sequenceó takes its 
title from the academic world. The òscopeó is 
the areas of development students work on in 
their curriculum and the òsequenceó is the 
plan by which that development rolls out. 
When our curriculum is the life and teachings 
of Jesus, we see the broad scope of his 
teachings to put into our lives and we build 
them one upon another in sequence. In this 
series, we experience Jesus by word and deed 
empowering us to develop faith lived out loud. 
We go forth, and Jesus leads the way. 
 

May 2: Jesus and Ethics 
 John 15:1-8 
May 9: Jesus and Love 
 John 15:9-17 
May 16: Jesus and Trust 
 John 17:6-10, 20-21a 
May 23: Jesus and Community 
 Acts 2:1-21 
May 30: Jesus and Voice 
 Psalm 29 

SUMMER WORSHIP SERIES #1 
òSO MANY QUESTIONS, PART 1ó  

June 6-June 27 
 

This spring, we called for your questions about 
God, faith, church, the Bible, and life, and 
wow, did you respond! Weõve taken your 
submitted questions and boiled them down to 
a handful of topics that will get a deep dive all 
summer long. Our first four Sundays will 
explore the following: 
 

June 6:    What are the names of God? 
 Mark 3:20-35 
June 13: Does God love everybody? 
 Mark 4:26-34 
June 20: What does forgiveness look like? 
 Mark 4:35-41 
June 27: Is there a right religion? 
 Mark 5:21-43 
 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SERIES #3 
òSO MANY QUESTIONS, PART 2ó 

August 8-September 5 
 

We close out the summer by responding to a 
few more of your questions. If you have 
wondered about these topics, be sure to mark 
your calendar and experience worship.  
 

Aug. 8:  Can the church be political? 
 John 6:35, 41-51  
Aug. 15: Why is the Bible used as a weapon? 
 John 6:41-58  
Aug. 22:  Does God give you more than you  
     can handle? 
 John 6:56-69  
Aug. 29: Has the pandemic changed church 
     forever? 
 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
Sept. 5:  How can I really believe all of this 
     stuff? 
 Mark 7:24-37   

SAVE THE DATE FOR UPCOMING 
SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES: 

 

May 9:  Special guest storyteller Kevin Kling 

May 16:  Special Music Sunday 

May 23:  Pentecost Sunday 

June 6:  Change Conference 

June 13: Outdoor Worship 

July 18:  Outdoor Worship at 10:00 am at   

     Lake Harriet Bandshell 

August 8: Outdoor Worship 

SPRING AND SUMMER WORSHIP 
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SUMMER WORSHIP SERIES #2 
òSUMMER AT THE MOVIESó  

July 4-August 8 
 

This summer, weõre taking the movies we show during the 
Summer Movie Nights to Sunday worship! Like last 
summer, special care is given when crafting the sermons 
so you do not have to watch the movie beforehand to get 
something out of the sermon, though it will certainly 
enhance your experience. Plus, this is your opportunity to 
invite your òmovie buffó friends to worship with you and/
or connect with someone in your family of another 
generation with a movie thatõs right up their alley! 
 

All movie selections are rated PG. Viewer discretion is 
advised for all of the movies (Raiders of the Lost Ark, for 
example, would likely be rated at least PG-13 for violence 
and intense scenes, if it was made today). Parents/
Guardians can read content advisories at imdb.com. 
Search for the movie, then scroll to òview content 

advisory,ó or tap/click òcontent advisoryó in the digital edition of The Heartline for a direct link. 
 

You can watch the movies at the Outdoor Summer Movie Nights on campus (see page 11), 
stream, buy, or rent a digital copy online (see all your options at justwatch.com), or buy the DVD/
Blu-ray, borrow from a friend, or see if your local library has a copy to check out. Here are the 
movies and options for how to watch them before worship: 
 

July 4: Pee-Weeõs Big Adventure ð How do I grow on the journey? 
 Mark 6:1-13 
  June 30 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
  Stream Online: HBO Max subscription  
  Digital Rental: YouTube ($3.99) 
  content advisory 
 

July 11: Raiders of the Lost Ark ð How do I make the right choice? 
 Mark 6:14-29 
  July 7 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
  Stream Online: Paramount+ subscription  
  Digital Rental: YouTube ($2.99) 
  content advisory 
 

July 18: Inside Out ð How do we talk about mental health? 
 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56  
  July 14 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
  Stream Online: Disney+ subscription  
  Digital Rental: Amazon Prime Video ($3.99) 
  content advisory 
 

July 25: Soul ð How do I live my best life? 
 John 6:1-21 
  July 21 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
  Stream Online: Disney+ subscription 
  Buy: Amazon Prime Video ($19.99) 
  content advisory 
 

August 1: My Girl ð How do we move on? 
 John 6:24-35 
  July 28 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
  Stream Online: HBO Max subscription 
  Digital Rental: YouTube ($3.99) 
  content advisory 

SPRING AND SUMMER WORSHIP 

https://www.justwatch.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089791/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0082971/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2096673/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2948372/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0102492/parentalguide

