January 7, 2022
Greetings, Church!
The peace of God be with you on this cold January day. I was so proud of this church for the
quick pivot we were able to do to move worship to online-only on Sunday, January 2, 2022 in the
face of wind chills of -35 below zero. You understood the need for safety and you helped spread the
word, thank you. I write to you now to remind you of what it takes to safely gather in the midst of
current COVID-19 pandemic conditions as we enter the new year.
The CDC data map shows that Hennepin County is considered an area of high transmission for
COVID-19 with a positivity rate north of 20% this week. That is cause for concern and safety-minded
action. In the midst of new headlines, your Regathering Taskforce met this week and has determined
with strong adherence to protocols, in-person worship and gatherings on campus may continue.
Here is how you can help keep yourself and others as safe as possible on campus:
Our in-person gatherings continue with your diligence and care. As a church, we have high
rates of vaccinations and boosters. As a church, we are getting regular COVID-19 testing. As a church,
we are practicing physical distancing, no physical contact, no group singing, no food and beverage
service, and masking up. As a church, we are expected to practice everyday preventative measures:
frequently wash your hands, cover your coughs and sneezes correctly, and stay home when sick.
We’re counting on each other to do the right thing to protect yourself and others as much as possible.
The diligence and care for your personal safety and the safety of others continues to matter.
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey has ordered the return of a masking requirement in public
spaces. While houses of worship are not listed as one of the public spaces impacted by this mandate,
we will continue our mask mandate in the interest of public safety; please continue to wear your
mask when you are on campus until further notice. Please wear a mask with the following
exceptions: if you are working in your private office space alone, you are the only person in the
building, or you are actively fulfilling a distanced speaking or singing leadership role in worship.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Worship and many gatherings such as Time for LIFE (formerly “Lunch and Learn”) continue to
have an online option so you can fully participate from the safety of your home. When on campus,
you are expected to continue maintaining your diligent protocol practice. If you do not think you
will be able to comply with current protocols, I ask you to please continue worshipping from
home, thank you. We continue to monitor the situation closely and are taking steps to pivot, if
necessary. Rest assured, we will update you with any changes.
2022 will be a memorable year in the life of your church. We are taking bold steps forward in
our MCCI process to take action on our prescriptions. We are poised to have events we did distanced
the last two years hopefully be in-person once again. And we are united in harmony with God’s song
because we are the church! I am grateful for each and every one of you, and thank you for being a
people who put faith into action in the midst of uncertainty. God bless you!
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Rev. Nate Melcher
Senior Pastor
Richfield United Methodist Church | 5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Minneapolis, MN 55419 | 612.861.6086 | rumc@richfieldumc.org | richfieldumc.org

