January 12, 2022
Greetings, Church!
You know January’s been cold when 30° feels warm, so I greet you on this warm January day!
Last week, your Regathering Taskforce met to discuss next steps for the new year and made the best
decisions they could last week based on the information they had at the time. On Friday, I wrote
reminding you that if you come to campus to please practice strong adherence to protocols on Sunday
you stepped up with diligence and care for your personal safety and the safety of others – thank you!
A few things have changed since this weekend. The COVID-19 case numbers keep going up.
Bishop David Bard released a statement affirming churches take new distancing measures. Head of
the University of Minnesota’s Center for Infectious Disease and Research and Policy, Dr. Michael
Osterholm said the next 3-4 weeks will be a "viral blizzard" with tremendous impact on the health
care system. These factors and more have given the Regathering Taskforce reason for new next steps.
Richfield UMC will pivot to online-only worship and gatherings for the rest of January 2022.
The Regathering Taskforce will closely monitor the situation and give an update later this month.
Classes, small groups, and team meetings should either go online or pause until at least February.
Staff and servant volunteer group leaders will be in contact with their groups’ participants. The
January 30 church conference to approve the 2022 operations budget will be by Zoom (see Heartline
newsletter and bulletin for details). Campus is open for regular office hours. The Souper Bowl food
drive for VEAP will continue through February 13. Drop off soup cans and other foods to the collection
station on campus during business hours and/or support the drive financially: richfieldumc.org/give.
In Regathering Survey #4 in May, 2021, you were asked what you think your attitude would be
if our church experienced the “yo-yo effect” other churches have had of being in-person and moving
back to online-only. 89% of you said “If this happened, it would be hard, yet I feel ‘safety first’ is
the best move.” My hunch is many of us thought we’d be at a very different place by now when we
took that survey. Here we are 8 months passed, and the yo-yo effect is staring us in the face. May
we live into the attitude we hoped we’d have for a time such as this.
Setting down in-person gatherings and picking back up online-only gatherings can be complex.
We all have layers of decision fatigue these days. May this be one less decision on your plate and a
way to put faith in action and help Minnesota recover in this season. Bishop Bard wrote in his recent
letter: “I continue to believe that by God’s grace we can muster the resilience, the kindness, and
the determination to do what needs to be done to navigate this pandemic.” May it be so, and Amen.
In Christ,
Rev. Nate Melcher
Senior Pastor
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