March 14, 2022
Greetings, Church!
Your church is moving in a new direction for COVID-19 protocols beginning March 14, 2022. As
we reach the 2-year anniversary of pivoting to online-only worship and gatherings, we lament the
grief of this challenging season. We also give thanks for the many ways we have stuck together and
felt God among us. As the pandemic season shifts, yet lingers, may our grace and trust not just linger
but blossom! Here are some of the latest updates regarding responding to COVID-19 in recent weeks:
• The Hennepin County risk level has been downgraded with a positive test rate well below 5%.
• The CDC updated how they measure risk levels and subsequent mask guidelines.
• Minneapolis lifted its mask mandate. We were not bound by the mandate yet aligned with it.
• Bishop David Bard reminds churches “when we creatively adapt ministry to changing circumstances,
we demonstrate our care for a world in need of the good news of God’s love in Jesus.”
• The Minnesota Annual Conference updated its recommendations for contextualized protocols.
• Evaluation review of COVID-19 vaccines for children under 5 years old could begin as early as April.
After reviewing these updates, the Regathering Taskforce is adjusting several of our protocols.
The campus mask policy is now updated. Campus has three contexts: Sunday mornings, Caring for
Children early learning center in the basement on weekdays, and the rest of the building on Mondays
through Saturdays. This requires a nuanced, yet simple, policy. Please bring your mask.
On the first and second level, wear a mask if…
1. You are singing.
2. You are within 6’ feet of children under 5 years old (optional if you’re with your own children).
3. You are preparing/handling/serving food in the Kitchen.
4. You prefer to wear a mask.
On the CFC basement level, always wear a mask until further notice.
Here are additional protocol adjustments, updates, and reminders:
• Beverage service for Sundays and other gatherings may resume starting March 14.
• Food service will not return until further notice (we hope either on or after Easter).
• In-person pastoral care visits will resume in limited capacity beginning with paid staff and clergy
and branching out to trained servant volunteers, all with strict safety guidelines.
• As usual, everyone is expected to follow protocols and practice good habits: wash hands frequently,
give people space, extend good courtesy to those around you, and stay home when you are sick.
As we move forward, please remember three simple truths: we haven’t thought of everything,
the situation can change at any time, and it only works if we all work together. Your Regathering
Taskforce will continue to monitor the situation and update you along the way. We have endured
many pivots over the last two years, some easier than others. What has made them bearable is that
this church has consistently rallied with kindness by the grace of the Holy Spirit. May we continue
the journey in this way, on the road to Easter, with Jesus as our guide. God bless you all!
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