
 

  

Keeping in touch with the heart of the Richfield United Methodist Church faith community. 

2022 
July / August 

God’s Hands Thrift  Store 
Celebration & 

Decommissioning 
Page 3 

 

Online Only  
Worship Services 

Page 3 
 

Upcoming Worship Series 
Page 4-5 

 
Indigenous Sacred Sites 

Tour  
Page 4 

 

Children’s Ministry 
Page 6 

 

Youth Ministry 
Page 7 

 

Groth Scholarship 
Recipients 

Page 8 
 

Rev. Hope’s Ordination 
Page 9 

 

UMW Is Now UWF 
(United Women in Faith) 

Page 10 
 

Library News 
Puzzles & Cookbooks 

Page 10 
 

2022-2023 Elected 
Leaders 
Page 11 

 

Church and Society 
Page 12 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP IS  
SUMMER SECOND SUNDAYS 

 

Mark your calendar for two remaining outdoor 
worship services this summer. These services are 
in-person only and will not be livestreamed or 
recorded for rebroadcast (an alternative online 
worship experience will be available online and by 
phone on these days). You are invited to these 
unique, live in-person only worship gatherings 
with your church. 
 
• July 10 at 10:00am, Lake Harriet Bandshell 

Please note the special start time for the Lake 
Harriet Bandshell. 4135 W Lake Harriet Pkwy , 
Minneapolis (parking in paid lots or on the 
street)  

 
• August 14 at 9:30am, Richfield Bandshell   
  636 East 66th Street Richfield (free parking at    
   Ice Arena)  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/4135+W+Lake+Harriet+Pkwy,+Minneapolis,+MN+55409/@44.9281501,-93.3076946,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87f6270e13d93a7b:0x36fa79b581b685c6!8m2!3d44.9281501!4d-93.3076946
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4135+W+Lake+Harriet+Pkwy,+Minneapolis,+MN+55409/@44.9281501,-93.3076946,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87f6270e13d93a7b:0x36fa79b581b685c6!8m2!3d44.9281501!4d-93.3076946
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QoU0D-emeweh40kAjHqZ92f85MwA67aWBvi_ioJngJ3VYh-mhX06GjqLDyTfEiuaM32l_-9kM08Pk2VxOTx1Y3vs-CrDP7DH5txeKSGw6wStx4GeFQ_Fe38G9NNZroOqXjjwT2EZJueyosZceIw0vXXGMOxCCYivDlF3PjbmbUgTW_AtiKPZtRD3Lcs2h6TkEAyfECyRMhr0kMKKw1XIyXHg_LHtsEaVtC5
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The rhythms of life in Minnesota are 
often tied to the academic calendar, even if we 
are long past having anyone actively involved in 
academics living in our homes. There’s a 
rhythm of September to May as the “school 
year” (throw in mid-August for college, and late 
June for Minneapolis Public Schools this year) 
that sees us gear up for and live into the 1-2-3 
combo of a “fresh fall” leading into a “winter 
wonderland” and then a “spring has sprung.”  

Then there’s summer. Summer is often 
when our life rhythms change from those other 
seasons. We may travel more, get outside more, 
stay up later more, sleep in more, and so on. 
We may see certain people less, stick with 
typical routines less, keep a schedule less, and 
so on. For many communities, organizations, 
and institutions, including the church, it’s a 
season where there’s less reliability for 
consistency. You hear the people planning 
schedules say things like, “Well, we’re all just 
dipping our toes into summer with June so 
maybe let’s hold off,” or “We shouldn’t do it in 
July because it’s too hot in July,” or “Let’s 
avoid August because it’s such a busy travel 
month.” Before you know it, summer is over 
and we look around and think, whoa, where did 
it go? What did we do? What could we have 
done?  

I’m grateful we have so many 
opportunities this summer as a church. Three 
outdoor worship services, a school supply drive, 
Donuts for Dad’s Day, Summer Movie Nights, 
youth group day trips, Vacation Bible School, 
Bible Study field trips, new experiments in 
online-only worship, a new slate of musical 
Groth Scholars, a celebration of God’s Hands 
Thrift Store, an Indigenous Sacred Sites Tour, 
fun and stimulating worship series, and on and 
on. It’s these things off the top of my head plus 
more that are all in addition to our regularly-
scheduled ministry and events. Dip your toes 
into June, cool off in July, travel over to the 

NATE NOTE  

church in August, and may this be a summer of 
participating in the life of your church. 

This is the first summer since 2019 that 
your church has been, for lack of a better phrase, 
fully “open for business,” with in-person worship 
and other gatherings.  

Campus is open – and looking gorgeous - 
thanks to the Trustees, Pat Noonan on staff, and 
the grown-into results from Ryder Whitaker’s 
Eagle Scout landscaping project last summer. 

Business matters are getting organized – 
and staying strong - thanks to Kathy Gertsema 
and Linda Schmidt on staff, the MCCI Prescription 
Teams, and the elected leader teams. 

The music is flowing – and it is so, so good 
– thanks to Paige Armstrong, Nancy Dierauer, and 
Victor Zupanc on staff, plus our abundance of 
church and guest musicians and Groth Scholars! 

Ministry and programs are abounding – and 
they’ve brought much joy - thanks to Rev. Hope 
Hutchison and Kay Bergeland on staff and our 
many servant volunteers for events, pastoral 
care, worship, and outreach. 

Caring for Children early learning center is 
bursting with joy – and the kids are thriving – 
thanks to Kathy Newbauer on staff, plus our 
current staff: Kathy C., Katie D., Emily H., 
Beverly L., Bonnie L., Julie M., Kristien M., Carla 
M., Kelsey M., Ali N., Michelle D., Priya S., and 
Megan Z, as well as every single one of the 
amazing CFC families, too. 

And of course, the church is thriving – and 
working hard to move into the future – thanks to 
you. Members like you participating in the 
ministries of the church through your prayers, 
your presence, your gifts, your service, and your 
witness is what makes this a strong church. In our 
mission to help people live in faith, justice, and 
joy, your participation is not just necessary, it’s a 
blessing. No matter where the rhythms of the 
summer take you, I hope to see you and that we 
have a chance to smile and pray and be together 
– you, me, and so many others in the life of your 
church.  

God’s blessings be upon you in all the 
rhythms of your summer season.  

 
In Christ, 

Rev. Nate Melcher  
Senior Pastor 
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ONLINE-ONLY WORSHIP 
PLANNED FOR FIVE SUNDAYS 

youtube.com/richfieldumc or 888.650.5835 
As announced at the church conference on 
January 30, the elected leaders of Ad Board 
approved a proposal to intentionally hold 
online-only worship with no in-person option 
on the following Sundays: 
• May 29, 2022 (Memorial Day weekend) 
• July 3, 2022 (Independence Day weekend) 
• September 4, 2022 (Labor Day weekend) 
• December 25, 2022 (Christmas Day) 
• January 1, 2023 (New Year’s Day) 
Pandemic concerns will linger in 2022 as we 
live into an era of more stability. We continue 
to (re)build worship teams and giving our 
many servant volunteers intentional breaks 
will give them more excitement and less 
obligation to lead worship services. These 
Sundays had historically low attendance pre-
pandemic and worship attendance numbers 
continue to rebuild. Similar to worship on 
September 5, 2021 and December 26, 2021 
there will be a quality worship experience 
that is online and by phone only. Our Bishop 
and other conference leaders have affirmed 
our creative approach and may we affirm the 
value of online worship as we find God in yet 
another way.  

WORSHIP REGATHERING UPDATE 
 

The Regathering Taskforce continues to 

monitor the pandemic landscape and gather to 
discuss our protocols. Most recently, we have 

had some limited events involving food on 

campus such as Mother’s Day Muffins, 

(Father’s) Dad’s Day Donuts, Vacation Bible 

School, and light cookie and coffee style 
refreshments at funerals and memorials. These 

experiments will help us determine what our 

next steps will be for making calculated 

decisions regarding events with food going 

forward. As always, the taskforce monitors 
recommendations from the Minnesota Annual 

Conference, Minnesota Department of Health, 

and Center for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Thank you for your patience, cooperation, and 

grace. 

PLEASE USE THE MAIN ENTRY 
ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 

When you come and worship, please use the 

main door on the north side by the parking lot 

to enter the church building. Effective 

immediately, the south door on the 59th Street 
side will remain locked on Sunday mornings to 

provide better safety and security. Thank you 

for your cooperation. 

CELEBRATING AND 
DECOMMISSIONING  

     GOD’S HANDS THRIFT STORE 
 

Sunday, July 24 during worship 

 

If you have been a 

servant volunteer and/
or frequent shopper at 

God’s Hands Thrift 

Store, you’re invited to 

be part of worship on 

July 24 when we will 
take a moment to 

celebrate all of the 

ministry done there. At 

the conclusion of worship, people are invited 

to go into the thrift store space for a brief 
decommissioning ceremony, story sharing, and 

prayer.  

 

For fifteen years, God’s Hands Thrift Store 

was one of many ways the church put faith 
into action and connected with the people of 

the neighborhood. After years of a shrinking 

invested volunteer base that has become 

unsustainable, the temporary closure at the 

height of the pandemic, and an announced 
effort last fall to consider new, sustainable 

models, the church will officially close and 

celebrate God’s Hands Thrift Store.  

 

We appreciate everyone who helped to begin 
this ministry, maintained it, shopped in it, and 

discerned its future. We look to God to break 

through and lead us with vision for what our 

next signature ministry can be. 

https://youtube.com/richfieldumc
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INDIGENOUS SACRED SITES TOUR 
 

Sunday, July 17, 1:00pm-5:00pm 

Registration required: contact Linda Schmidt at rumc@richfieldumc.org or 612-861-6086 

12:30pm SHARP: Carpool and Bus leaves Richfield UMC 

$30 per person, scholarships available 

 

Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs, Director for Racial 

Justice with the Minnesota Council of 

Churches, and Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroy, 

Minister of Social Justice and Advocacy for 

CYF Ministry for Nativity Lutheran Church, 

will lead us on a tour around the Twin 

Cities metro of sites that are cultural and 

religious significance to Indigenous 

Peoples. Because space is limited, it’s 

important that you register in advance. 

You may also register to travel on the church bus (14 spaces). If you sign up without the bus, you 

should plan on carpooling to the various sites. Here’s more information from Rev. Jim Bear: 

• Tours are appropriate for adults and older youth.  

• Carpooling usually occurs so those not preferring or unable to drive can ride with others. 

Address, directions, and map will be sent prior to tour.  

• Dress for the weather with sturdy footwear rather than sandals.  

• If weather is severe we will reschedule. Watch email if it’s questionable.  

• We will do our best to accommodate the physical abilities of all attendees. Wheelchairs 

welcome as the places we go are on or very near trails. The whole tour can be accessible; 

contact us with specific questions. (Note: the bus does NOT have wheelchair accessibility!) 

• People who may have difficulty standing for storytelling may want to bring lawn chairs.  

• Expect to be on some uneven surfaces and dirt/gravel paths.  

• We allot four hours for tours though actual times may vary. While there is no time set aside 

for lunch during the tour, participants are welcome to bring lunch or snacks. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SERIES #3:  
“SO MANY QUESTIONS” 

 

We close out the summer by responding to a 
few more of your questions. If you have 

wondered about these topics, be sure to mark 

your calendar and experience worship.  

August 7 What are the sacraments? 

August 14 Where is God when we suffer? 
August 21 Which version of the Bible is the best? 

August 28 What is atonement? 

September 4 What’s next? 
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SUMMER WORSHIP SERIES #2: “SUMMER AT THE MOVIES” 
 

Summer at the Movies returns with an all-new lineup of sermons inspired by an excellent movie. As 
always, special care is taken so you don’t have to watch the movie beforehand to get something 
out of the sermon. This is your opportunity to invite your “movie buff” friends to worship with you 
and/or connect with someone in your family in another generation with a movie that’s right up 
their alley! 
 

All movie selections are rated G or PG. Parents/Guardians can read content advisories at 
imdb.com. Search for the movie, then scroll to “view content advisory,” or tap/click “content 
advisory” in the digital edition of The Heartline for a direct link.  

You can watch the movies in several ways: 
• RUMC Summer Movie Nights, please see the article on page 7 
• Stream 
• Buy 
• Rent a digital copy online (see all your options at justwatch.com) 
• Buy the DVD/Blu-ray 
• Borrow from a friend 
• See if your local library has a copy to check out.  

 

Here are the movies and options for how to watch them before worship: 
 

July 3: Minions – What is my purpose in life? (Online-Only Worship!) content advisory 
June 29 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
Stream Online: AppleTV+  
Digital Rental: YouTube ($3.99) 
 

July 10: Encanto – How do we talk about the tough stuff? (Lake Harriet Bandshell Worship!) 
July 6 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC                                      content advisory 
Stream Online: Disney+ subscription  
Digital Rental: Amazon Prime Video ($5.99) 
 

July 17: Enchanted – What is the power of love? content advisory 
July 13 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
Stream Online: Disney+ subscription  
Digital Rental: YouTube ($3.99) 
 

July 24: Homeward Bound: The Incredible Journey – How do I make friends? content advisory 
July 20 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
Stream Online: Disney+ subscription 
Digital Rental: YouTube ($3.99) 
 

July 31: The Wizard of Oz – What are my spiritual gifts? content advisory 
July 27 Summer Movie Night at Richfield UMC 
Stream Online: HBO Max subscription 
Digital Rental: Amazon Prime Video ($3.99) 
 

https://www.justwatch.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2293640/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2953050/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0461770/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107131/parentalguide
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0032138/parentalguide
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CHILDREN & 
FAMILY    

       MINISTRIES   
       UPDATE 
 

Rev. Hope Hutchison 
Director of CYF & Outreach Ministries 
hhutchison@richfieldumc.org 
 

This past program year has been a year 

of adaptation and change! As we 
continue to navigate the COVID-19 

pandemic, there have been a few starts 

and stops to our Children’s Ministry 

programming. But all of that being said, 

we had a wonderful year of Sunday 
School, meeting either outside on the 

playground, or inside in the Fellowship 

Hall. Together, the children and 

teachers learned more about Jesus, and 

about how to love others in today’s 
changing world.  
 

Though Sunday School is on a break 

throughout the summer, there are still 

many opportunities for children and 

their families! In June we had Vacation 
Bible School: To Mars and Beyond! For 

four evenings, families gathered to 

learn more about how children can go 

beyond with Jesus to serve God and 

their neighbors. We sang songs, danced 
a lot, listened to puppets, made some 

crafts, and played lots of new games.  
 

Children are also welcome in our 

worship services both in person and 

online. Throughout the summer, the Art 

Cart and the Nook will remain available 
for children to wiggle and play during 

the worship service. There are also 

children’s worship materials available to 

print at home for children to work on 

while attending worship online. These 
are available by contacting Rev. Hope at 

hhutchison@richfieldumc.org.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

mailto:hhutchison@richfieldumc.org
mailto:hhutchison@richfieldumc.org
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CARING FOR CHILDREN (CFC) 
Richfield UMC’s Early Learning Center 

 

Summer has arrived at Caring for Children! The children 
have enjoyed bringing their activities outside. They’ve 
enjoyed playing with the parachute, coloring with 
sidewalk chalk, and exploring bugs.  We’re looking 
forward to picnicking outside, water play, and our 
annual end of summer graduation with our pre-k 
families. This time of year 
is always bitter/sweet, as 
we’ve had the privilege of 
watching many of these 
children learn and grow 
since they were babies in 
our infant program. 
Several families who have 
had their children in our 
care for many years, as in 
the Baur family who was 
with us for 11 years, have 
now had their youngest child graduate our pre-k 
program. We wish all of our graduates and their 
families the very best on their next adventure. On 
behalf of the staff and myself, here at Caring for 
Children, we would like to thank you for keeping us in 
your thoughts and prayers, along with your continued 
support as we navigate through the rest of the summer. 
 

Kathy Newbauer, Director, Caring for Children 

SUMMER MOVIE NIGHTS 
 

Come join us on Wednesdays in July for 
the return of our Annual Summer Movie 
Nights! We will gather at 5:30pm for 
dinner on the lawn. Each week, we will 
watch the movie that will be featured 
in worship the following Sunday! So 
come on Wednesday for a movie, and 
return on Sunday morning to hear how 
themes from the movie can deepen 
your spiritual life. Please see article on 
p. 5. 
 
Families can eat together in pods with 
their sack dinners brought from home. 
At 6:00 pm, we will move inside and 
watch movies together! Snacks will be 
available indoors during the movie.   
 
Movies begin at 6:00 pm 
 Wednesday, June 29: Minions 
 Wednesday, July 06: Encanto 
 Wednesday, July 13: Enchanted 
 Wednesday, July 20: Homeward    
            Bound: The Incredible Journey 
 Wednesday, July 27: The Wizard of Oz 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE  
 

Summer Youth Group 
Wednesdays in July following Movie Nights 
Come hang out with Pastor Nate and Rev. Hope and share in 
some ice cream and fellowship! Our Summer Movie Nights 
will end between 7:30-8pm depending upon the runtime of 
each movie. We will gather, check in, and share some ice 
cream each week! Keep a lookout for more Youth Ministry & 
Fellowship opportunities throughout the summer! 
 

Summer Youth Group day trips are being planned, watch 
for details in the bulletin and e-newsletter.  
 

Youth Lock-in May 13-14 
In May, we had our first Youth Lock-in since the Fall of 
2019! It was so much fun to gather with youth and a few of 
their friends. Together, we packed 24 Cleaning Buckets for 
UMCOR so they will be prepared to respond to emergencies 
quickly! We also played some new games, and a few 
familiar ones, watched a movie, and we even got a little 
sleep! 
 

Mission Trip Cancelled 
Unfortunately, we could not make a mission trip work this 
summer. Not enough youth were available to go on the 
week we had scheduled for our trip. However, we remain 
hopeful that we can return to mission trips in the near 
future! 

YOUTH LOCK-IN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11-year CFC family, the Baurs. 
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CHESTER E. AND MARION D. GROTH  
SCHOLARSHIP 

 

The Chester E. and Marion D. Groth Scholarship Fund was established under the auspices of 

Richfield United Methodist Church Foundation to provide an opportunity to youth interested in 

music to develop their talents. The purpose of this Fund is to award annual post-secondary 

scholarships for qualified students desiring to matriculate and pursue careers in music education, 

music performance, or music therapy.   

 

During the summer we welcome these talented students as they share their gifts in worship.  

 

Recipients for 2022-2023 

Evan Shuman will be a freshman at 
the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor.  He will be studying violin 
performance.  Evan is a graduate 
of Mayo High School, Rochester, 
MN.   

 
Matthew Bennet will be a 
freshman at Berklee College of 
Music, Boston, MA.  Matthew will 
study piano performance and is a 
graduate of Mahtomedi High 
School, MN.   

 
Kathleen Thompson will be a 
freshman at Concordia College, 
Moorhead, MN.  She will be 
studying organ and piano 
performance.  She is a graduate of 
Century High School, Rochester, 
MN.   

 
Sara Shiff will be a sophomore at 
Princeton University in Princeton, 
New Jersey.  She will be studying 
vocal performance and 
International Affairs.  Sara is a 
graduate of Robbinsdale 
Armstrong High School. 
 

Leo Dvorsky will be a sophomore 
at the University of Minnesota.   
He will be studying vocal 
performance.  Leo is a graduate 
of St. Louis Park High School. 
 

Penelope Corbett will be a 
sophomore at the University of 
Minnesota.   She will be studying 
violin performance and is a 
graduate of Stillwater Area High 
School. 

 
Catherine Carson will be a junior 
at Eastman Conservatory of Music 
in Rochester, New York.  She will 
be studying violin performance.  
Catherine is a graduate of Shattuck 
St. Mary’s and Northfield High 
School. 
 

Emma Taggart will be a 
junior at Mannes School 
of Music – The New School 
in New York City, NY.  
She will be studying piano 
performance and is a 
graduate of St. Agnes 
High School in St. Paul. 

 
Lauren Senden will be a senior 
at Baldwin Wallace University, 
Ohio.  She will be studying vocal 
performance and musical 
theatre.  Lauren is graduate 
Mankato East High School, 
Mankato.   
 

 
 

Congratulations to all the recipients. 
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FROM REV. HOPE HUTCHISON 
 

On Wednesday, May 24 I was ordained as a 
deacon in the United Methodist Church. It 
sounds oddly formal to say it like that, but 
what exactly does that mean? Well it means a 
lot of things, but what is most important for 
Richfield, is what it means to be a deacon, 
and how I live that out in ministry with all of 
you. 
 

There are two orders of ministry in the 
United Methodist Church: elders, and 
deacons. There are several different ways 
that deacons are typically described, some of 
these methods compare and contrast the 
ministry of deacons with that of elders, while 
others simply describe what it is that deacons 
do. Regardless, each method of describing 
deacons helps to get at the whole picture of 
the Order of Deacons.  
 

In the United Methodist Church, the Orders of 
Ministry are typically described with a call to 
4 specific things. Elders are called to Word, 
Order, Service, and Sacrament, while 
deacons are called to Word, Service, 
Compassion, and Justice. That is to say that 
all ordained clergy are called to Word: 
preaching and teaching; and Service: leading 
others to serve our neighbors and transform 
the world. However, deacons have particular 
call to help lead these service ministries, 
particularly those that aid with compassion 
and justice, like organizing food drives 
(compassion) and organizing church members 
to lobby elected representatives to pass laws 
that will make food easier to access for all 
who live in our world (justice).   
 

Another description that is often used for 
deacons is that of a specialist, while elders 
are understood as generalists. That is to say, 
that elders are called to do a little of 
everything, and their calling to Order the life 
of the local church means that they have 
some involvement in all parts of the ministry 
of the local church. Deacons are usually 
understood as specialists because they tend 
to have one or two ministry areas that are a 
particular focus for them. I have come to 
understand my calling as one that links 
discipleship with social justice. In other 
words, I want to help people learn more 
about Jesus so that we can all learn to apply 
Jesus’s teachings to the social justice issues 
of today. Those same teachings can motivate 
us and sustain us as we work together to 
create a better world. So, I specialize in the 
two ministry areas that are connected to that 

calling: I teach our children and youth lots of 
stories about Jesus, and I work with our 
Church & Society team to create opportunities 
for the church to work together on justice 
issues.   
 

The final description that is often applied to 
deacons is the bridge between the church and 
the world. Part of the calling of deacons is to 
ensure that the focus of the local church 
remains outward, towards the people who are 
not here yet, towards the people who need 
our help and our generosity the most, towards 
the transformation of the world into a more 
loving society that Jesus envisioned. That is 
not to say that it is unimportant to focus on 
our church. It is vitally important to have a 
healthy church community, but that cannot 
be our sole focus. The piece of our life 
together as a church that illustrates this best 
is the Benediction at the end of worship: it is 
a part of our internal life together, and yet it 
sends us out to bring our learning and 
realizations from worship into the world.  
 

And so, I was ordained as a deacon. It was a 
recognition of a calling that I have felt for 
much of my life. And it is a calling that is 
affirmed through my work with all of you. I 
have loved spending the past 3 years with you 
Richfield UMC, and I am excited to see what 
the future holds for all of us!  
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RUMC LIBRARY NEWS 
  

Our church library has essentially returned to its 

pre-pandemic mode of operation. The Theme 

Table rotates books of varying perspectives and 

topics; persons have placed donated books in the 
box next to the kiosk; both long-term and 

recently checked out books are being returned to 

the kiosk; and shelves continue to be sorted to 

update our collection and place older books or 

duplicates aside for future sale or recycling. As 
we have resumed operation, I have received two 

suggestions of ways to expand our library. The 

first is to have a section of jigsaw puzzles; the 

second is to have some cookbooks. 

 
We are working on 

creating the space by 

which puzzles might be 

both stored and displayed. 

During this not-fully-ended 
pandemic, puzzles became 

for many a rewarding 

activity, both individually 

and in small groups. So, I 

invite persons to donate puzzles, from children’s 
to the “1,500 piecers”. Please refrain from 

donating those that are missing several pieces. If 

we are inundated with donations – Thanks be to 

God – we will do our best to sort and store those 

most fruitful for our use. Please use the donation 
box or contact me for this purpose. 

 

Cookbooks! I realize we could be inundated with 

these as well. Based on conversations with some 

of you, there are two types of interest: First, are 
cookbooks printed by churches in our area, 

including earlier ones from RUMC. Secondly, let 

us see if we can create a collection of cookbooks 

representing a variety of nationalities and 

ethnicities. And, while I fantasize the possibilities 
of “inundations”, I view that as a “good problem” 

to have. I thank all of you for your use of the 

RUMC library and your generosity in increasing its 

resources. Thank you. 
Wayne Albertson 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN IS 
NOW UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

 

In March of 2022 the organization decided on 
the name change as a way of refreshing the 
organization with new and improved 
programs to nurture its members so they can 
put their love into action on behalf of all 
women, children, and youth. The new name 
also aims to welcome current members 
whose local churches may choose to 
disaffiliate from The United Methodist 
Church as well as encouraging women of 
other faith traditions who want to join. Here 
is a link announcing the change and 
explaining the reasons behind it  
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/
united-methodist-women-is-now-united-
women-in-faith 
 
The Fall Craft Fair is back 
The United Women in Faith will be having 
the craft and vender fair on Saturday 
November 5, 10am to 2pm. If you or 
someone you know is interested in having a 
table please contact Rhonda Olson 
at rhonda.s.olson@gmail.com or Toni Locke 
at toni@ggrreegg.com or 612-840-9797. 

WHAT IS YOUR “CONFLUX 
MOMENT”? 

Conflux moments are when our life’s journey 
meets God’s heart. Have you had a moment 
in your life this year – or ever – when you 
can say yes, that is a conflux moment? 
Pastor Nate wants to hear your story of God 
breaking through in your life.  
Send your story to 
breakthroughstories@richfieldumc.org, fill 
out a “Breakthrough Story” card at the 
Community Table, or reach out to Pastor 
Nate. 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-women-is-now-united-women-in-faith
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-women-is-now-united-women-in-faith
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-women-is-now-united-women-in-faith
mailto:rhonda.s.olson@gmail.com
mailto:toni@ggrreegg.com
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/united-methodist-women-is-now-united-women-in-faith
mailto:breakthroughstories@richfieldumc.org
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WE NEED TWO NEW WORSHIP 
TECH CREW SERVANT             

   VOLUNTEERS 
We want to keep livestreaming worship when we 

gather and this relies on a robust servant 

volunteer team who are invested in keeping the 
church connected. Please help build this critical 

team’s rotating roster as we prepare for the fall. 

You will be trained, you will be welcomed, you 

will be amazed at how quickly you will become 

competent with your role. Contact Rev. Bill 
Johnson at bull6973@gmail.com  

DEEPEN OUR DISCIPLESHIP:  
WORSHIP ARCHIVES 

Nearly 3 years of worship, sermons, and 
music are at your fingertips. Worship is 
archived at youtube.com/richfieldumc. 
Sermons are timestamped and archived at 
richfieldumc.org/sermons, listed by sermon 
series, title, preacher, and scripture 
passage. Music is timestamped and archived 
at richfieldumc.org/music, alphabetically 
listed by title. Sharing a favorite sermon or 
song with a friend is an invitation for them 
to learn more about the mission of your 
church, be glad for your church experience, 
and perhaps consider if this church is a good 
fit for them, too. 

2022-2023 ELECTED LEADER TEAMS 
 

Teams were voted in at the June 5, 2022, church conference. (Number) denotes years of service 
on that team. Newly elected servants are listed in bold. 

Ad Board 

Nick Dewey (3) Chair 

Wayne Johnson (2) SPRC Chair 
Sue Restemayer (3) Finance Chair 

Jerry Schilling (3) Trustees Chair 

Gail Johnson (2) Lay Leader 

Lisa Oster (3) Lay Delegate #1 

Becca Whitaker (3) Lay Delegate #2 
Sara Watne (3) Secretary 

Marilyn Dodge (2) UMW/UWF 

Alicia Owens (2) Children's Council 

Dan Bur (2) Church & Society Chair 

  
SPRC 

Wayne Johnson (2) Chair 

Rev. Ruth Phelps (2) 

Merry Rendahl (1)  

Barb Rogers (1)  
Greta Thorson (3) 

John Wittenborg (2) 

 

Finance 

Sue Restemayer (3) Chair 
Nick Dewey (3) Ad Board Chair 

Wayne Johnson (2) SPRC Chair 

Jerry Schilling (3) Trustees Chair 

Pat Robertson (3) 

Clarice Lien (3) 

Trustees 

Jerry Schilling (3) Chair 

Susan (SK) Johnson (3) 
Greg Locke (2) 

Dale Olson (2) 

Steve Warner (3) 

Jerry Wilson (3) 
 

Nominations 

Rev. Kent Johnson (2) 

Kate Currie (1)  

Toni Locke (1) 
Noelle Olson (2) 

Jen Pacyga (3) 

Curt Stull (2) 
 

Church & Society 

Dan Bur (2) 

Sharon Hall (2) 

Sarah Musgrave (2) 
Rhonda Olson (2) 

Jen Pacyga (2) 

Rexi Warner (1) 

Memorials 

Kate Currie (2) Chair 

Pat Doncavage (2) 
Sharon Gardner (2) 

Beth Gieseke (2) 

Kay Kurtz (2)  

Christie Neuger (2) 

Pat Norton (2) 
 

Foundation 

Steve Kirchner (2) 

Pat Doncavage (2) 

Mick Hudson (1)  
Susan (Wayne) Johnson (3) 

Clarice Lien (3) 

John Wittenborg (1)  

               Re-election 

THANK YOU TO ALL SERVANT LEADERS ROLLING OFF 
THEIR TEAMS THIS YEAR!  
SPRC, Phyllis Killam Finance, Andi Olson 
SPRC, Jason Teal Nominations, Merry Rendahl 
Trustees, Jerry Burmeister Nominations, Jennifer Teal 

mailto:bull6973@gmail.com
https://youtube.com/richfieldumc
https://richfieldumc.org/sermons
https://richfieldumc.org/music
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
 

School Supply Drive 
Through Sunday, July 24, 
we will be collecting school 
supplies for VEAP. All 
school supplies are 
welcome, but the most needed supplies are: 
backpacks, scientific calculators, and 
bluetooth headphones. If you would like to 
contribute financially, make checks to 
Richfield UMC with “School Supplies” in the 
memo line or visit richfieldumc.org/give/ 
For more info from VEAP, visit www.veap.org/
bts2022  
Also, non-perishable food donations are always 
welcome and especially needed in this time of 
high food costs. If you wish, bring a food 
donation with your school supplies.  
 

Beacon and Families Moving Forward  
After much reflection, the Church and Society 
Team was excited to host families 
experiencing homelessness at RUMC again this 
fall. However, due to changing circumstances, 
Beacon decided to continue sheltering guests 
in hotels through 2022. Instead of hosting 
families on site, RUMC will be providing meals 
to shelter guests the week of November 7-11. 
If you are looking for a way to serve your 
community, contact Rev. Hope to volunteer. 
 

Building a City for All of Us:  
Affordable Housing Action 
July 28 @ 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Twin Cities 
4100 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis 
With rising rents and limited housing 
availability, many are struggling to find and 
afford safe housing. Join Beacon Interfaith 
Housing Collective to learn about what can be 
done and how you can most effectively show 
your support. In-person at Bethlehem with 
option to view online. To register go to, 
https://www.beaconinterfaith.org/events/ 
 

Rapid Response Update 
In the first few months of 2022, the Richfield 
Foundation granted the Church and Society 
Team $1000 to use to fund Rapid Response 
Relief. These funds were granted with the idea 
that they would give flexibility to send funds 
when natural disasters, tragedies, or other 
significant events occur. To date, the team 
has distributed funds to UMCOR for Ukraine 
relief, to VEAP to offset rising food costs, and 
to Beacon to offset rising shelter costs.  
 

Cleaning Buckets 
Throughout the fall/winter, UMCOR has been 
responding to natural disasters throughout the 

United States. One of the ways they respond 
is by sending cleaning kits to areas affected 
by natural disasters. Our youth packed 
cleaning kits during their lock-in on May 13, 
the kits were blessed in worship on May 15, 
and they have since traveled to Illinois where 
they can be sent to the areas of most need.  
 

Great Giveaway  
God’s Hands Thrift Store had another Great 
Giveaway on June 11. Over 50 people were 
blessed to find clothing for themselves and 
their families and friends. Volunteers took 
loads of clothing and furniture from God’s 
Hands to ARC Value Village in Richfield, and 
they were overjoyed to receive extra supplies 
to keep their store running! Though we are 
sad to be ending this chapter of God’s Hands, 
we give thanks for the many lives it has 
touched over the years. 
 

Thank You for Your Extravagant Generosity! 
Throughout the pandemic, you, the people of 
Richfield UMC, have stepped up with your 
extravagant generosity to help people in 
need in Minnesota and the world! Our mission 
partners have noticed and are so incredibly 
grateful for the help! Here are excerpts from 
thank you notes to all of you: 
 

“Because of community faith partners we 
are able to serve hundreds of children and 
young adults with housing and services to 
support their journey to safety and 
wholeness.” – Angie Deegan, Development 
Director, Ain Dah Yung Center (Christmas 
Offering recipient) 
 

“We are so grateful that you are part of 
this collaborative sheltering families and 
creating homes like Aster Commons!” – 
Emily Goldthwaite Fries, Congregational 
Organizer, Beacon Interfaith Housing 
Collaborative (Easter Offering & Rapid 
Response Fund recipient) 
 

“Your financial partnership plays an 
integral role in closing gaps in food access 
that children face during weekends, 
summers, and extended breaks… THANK 
YOU!” – Rob Williams, President, Every 
Meal (Easter Offering recipient) 
 

“Your generosity enables us to maintain 
our life-changing programs during these 
difficult times…we don’t know yet what 
2022 will bring, but we do know that we 
will continue to spread hope throughout 
our community. This work would truly not 
be possible without the generosity of 
those like you.” – Kari Thompson, 
Advancement Director, VEAP (Rapid 
Response Fund recipient) 

https://www.richfieldumc.org/give/
http://www.veap.org/bts2022
http://www.veap.org/bts2022
mailto:hhutchison@richfieldumc.org
https://www.beaconinterfaith.org/events/
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FROM THE PARISH NURSE  
 

Save the Dates:  
 
Time for LIFE:  Learning, Inspiration, and Fellowship for Everyone 
 

We are pleased to announce the return of Time for LIFE this fall . . . a program 
series that is truly for everyone . . . young and old alike!   We will gather 
together on the second Thursday afternoon of each month to listen to an 
engaging speaker or entertainer, ride the church bus to a special destination, or 
enjoy a delicious lunch or dessert made by our very own Chef Kelsey.  Although 
the activity will vary, the opportunity to build and deepen relationships while having fun at 
church can always be counted on! 
 

Thursday, October 13th:  Church Bus Outing to Minnesota's Largest Candy Store, also known as 
Jim's Apple Farm, located in Jordan, MN.   
Thursday, November 10th:  Stan Tekiela; a well-known naturalist and wildlife photographer. 
Thursday, December 8th:  Doug Ohman; a popular historian and entertaining storyteller. 
 
AED/CPR Refresher Training Session 
Sunday, September 25th, from 10:45 - 11:45 am 

 

Did you know that RUMC is a Heart Safe Community?  Approximately 10 years ago, our church 
was gifted with an AED, which is still located in a cabinet on the east wall  of the 
Commons.  Monthly maintenance checks are performed and new parts are ordered when 
necessary.  It is also recommended that AED/CPR refresher training sessions are offered every 
two years.  Due to Covid, we are overdue!  This important refresher training session is scheduled 
for after worship on Sunday, September 25th, and everyone is invited to come and learn.  If you 
are involved in children's or youth ministry, or one of our hospitality ministries such as ushers or 
greeters, you are strongly encouraged to attend this training.  The more we can prepare and 
train for emergency situations, the safer our church community will be for us all.  Early CPR and 
the use of an AED can help reduce the number of deaths and disabilities associated with sudden 
cardiac arrest. Come learn how to save a life and help keep our community heart safe! 

FALL MEN’S  
BWCA CAMP 

We have reserved the weekend 
of September 23-25 for a Men’s 
Trip to our Kowakan Camp just 
east of Ely on Section 12 Lake.  
For those of us who have the 
time, we could go up as early as 
Wednesday if the weather looks 
good.  This is tent camping, 
outdoor cooking, day tripping in 
the BWCA, wetting a line, 
stargazing, campfires and just 
relaxing with good fellowship.  
We will set a daily rate to cover 
costs and encourage carpooling.  
Call Kent Johnson 612-616-7682 
to ask questions or get on the 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
 

Wednesdays at 9:00 am, Grace Room 
All men are welcome to read and 
discuss upcoming sermon scripture 
passages for its context then and its 
relevance now. This growing group 
continues to welcome new men to the 
table for a time to study the Bible and 
offer one another support.  
 
We recently took a field trip to tour 
the St. John’s Illuminated Bible 
Museum at the St. John’s University 
campus. We’re thinking about our next 
field trip, will you be part of it? 
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THANK YOU  
 

Thank you to the Pendroy family who recently 
made a donation in memory of Chester and 
Gladys Pendroy. Chester and Gladys were 
members for decades and raised their children in 
the church. Their commitment to Richfield UMC is 
reflected in this generous donation from their 
family.  Through this gift and others like it, 
Richfield UMC continues to live in faith, justice, 
and joy!  
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AN EVERYDAY PRAYER LIFE IS 
FOR EVERYONE 

 
May we devote time and energy to God 
and neighbor and pray every day for: 
• Open minds and hearts for “conflux 

moments.” 
• People in need of a loving church home. 
• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 
 
Our prayers are a beautiful expression of 
care and solidarity for each other. 
We pray in celebration:  
We pray with gratitude. 
We pray for those who grieve:  
• Andi and John Olson and family in the 

death of Andi’s brother, Justin Pusey. 

HAPPY JULY AND  
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Winona Davis   1 
Linda Novak   1 
Jerad Whitaker 1 
Marilyn Boyce  2 
Alex Gunderson 2 
Sharon Keen   3 
Noelle Olson   3 
Michael Watne 8 
Paul Watne   8 
Helen Moore   11 
Joyce Walls   13 
Gayle Whitney 13 

July 

Chuck Bodger     5 
Becca Whitaker   6 
Kay Kurtz     7 
Elizabeth Lambert  7 
Gretta Thorson   9 
Mary Lynn Schmidt 11 
John Olson     11 
Taylor Clarke     11 
Grace Cogan     12 
Norma Christenson 14 
Tim Bumgarner   17 
Greg Locke     17 

August 

Brad Gardner   13 
Nate Melcher   13 
Evan Jackson   13 
Hazen Pratt   17 
Shelley White  18 
Barb Rogers   19 
Whitney Moore 21 
David Couillard 22 
Eva Jackson   22 
Pat Steffer   23 
Dayle Couillard 29 
Kat Davis   29 

David Rogers   19 
Millie Vetsch   20 
Lauren Koskey 20 
Herb Doty   21 
Jan Kirchner   22 
Clarice Lien   24 
Nancy Geisinger 24 
Mick Hudson   27 
Jodi Young   27 
Steven Bodger 27 
John Dierauer  30 
Shelby Clarke   30 

THANK YOU 
 

Thank you, Ushers, Greeters, and those 
who jump into help on Sundays! 
  
We couldn’t do worship without the many 
ushers and greeters who help people feel 
welcome when they come and worship. A 
truly warm welcome is such as integral part 
of hospitality – and this is crucial for new 
guests who are looking for a church home. 
Additionally, it doesn’t take an official 
“Usher” or “Greeter” name tag to extend 
good hospitality. This is a team effort and 
you’re on the team! Thank you for your 
steadfast support of your church and for 
helping new people feel at home.  

THANK YOU  
 

Thank you for the prayers and cards during 
my recent surgery and recovery. A special 
thank you to Common Threads for the 
beautiful prayer shawl.                                        

-Beverly Crandall 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

Sunday, August 21 
Many of us who have pets see them as 
members of our family, embodying love and 
joy. Our pets are part of God’s good 
creation, and so we will gather to bless them 
on Sun., Aug. 21. Bring your pets, bring your 
friends, bring your friend’s pets, and join in 
a grace-filled and love-filled worship 
service. Watch for more information as the 
summer progresses. 
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FREE FAITH BOOKS AND MAGAZINE AVAILBLE 
 

New copies of The Upper Room daily devotional are available 
in the Narthex, as well as regular and large-print editions of 
Three Simple Rules: A Guide to Wesleyan Living by Bishop 
Rueben P. Job. Freewill donation is appreciated but not 
necessary. Take a copy for yourself or a friend who you think 
will get something out of reading it. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR SPECIAL UPCOMING 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

 July 10 Outdoor Worship (Lake Harriet Bandshell) 
 August 14 Outdoor Worship (Richfield Bandshell) 
 August 21 Blessing of the Animals 
 September 4 Online-Only Worship 
September 11 Rally Sunday 
 November 6 All Saints Sunday 

CONTINUING OPEN GROUPS 
 
 

Women Who Read (WWR) 
1st Mondays of the Month 
1:30-3:00 pm, online by Zoom 

If you are a woman who enjoys good books and thoughtful 
discussion, then consider joining fellow readers for Women 
Who Read. The next books to read and discuss are: 
July 11: Fresh Water for Flowers by Valerie Perrin 
(Note date change because of Independence Day Holiday)  
August 1:   The Cape Ann – Faith Sullivan         
September 12: In The Night of Memory – Linda LeGarde 
Grover (Note date change because of Labor Day holiday) 
To join by Zoom, email Fern wfalbertson@gmail.com. 

 
Women's Bible Study 
Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00 am  
Note: This Women’s Bible Study group will not meet during 
the month of August 2022. 
Online by Zoom or phone 

You are invited to contact Molly, mollyreko@comcast.net 
or 612-270-4700, our Zoom coordinator, or Ruth Phelps, 
952-929-1595, leader. There is plenty of food for thought 
in scripture, for as old as the scriptures are, they are alive 
with truth for these days. Try something new-this is a 
group of Women who will welcome you! 

 
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 9:00 am 
Please see article on page 13. 
In-person on campus in the Grace Room (new location) or 
online by Zoom or phone 

Connect Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95435276775 
Meeting ID: 954 3527 6775 
Or call in: 312-626-6799 (standard rates may apply) 

BE A “DIGITAL 
SUPERFAN” OF    

   YOUR CHURCH! 
 
Here are crucial ways to stay 
informed, be involved, and 
get invitational digitally: 
 
Sign up or resubscribe 
to the church email 
list. 
Get weekly news 
updates in the eHeartline 
announcements, a bulletin 
link and worship preview with 
Worship Launchpad, and 
updates on pandemic-related 
announcements, funerals and 
memorials. Send the emails 
to a friend if something in it 
would interest them. 
Subscribe or resubscribe in 
seconds at richfieldumc.org/
email. Help your church go 
from 307 to 315 subscribers. 
 
Engage your church 
on our Facebook 
page. 
Interacting with your 
church’s Facebook content 
puts it in front of new 
people. “Like,” comment, 
and share your church’s 
content. “See First” in your 
News Feed and “Turn On” 
Notifications so you’ll see 
fresh content. Help your 
church grow from 543 to 550 
fans. 
 
Engage your church 
on our YouTube 
channel. 
Engage with your church’s 
YouTube Channel to put our 
content in front of new 
people. “Subscribe” and 
“Ring the Bell” icon to 
receive Notifications when 
new videos come up or we go 
live. “Like” and “Share” the 
videos with friends. Help your 
church grow from 312 to 315 
subscribers. 

mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
mailto:mollyreko@comcast.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95435276775
https://www.richfieldumc.org/email/
https://www.richfieldumc.org/email/
https://www.facebook.com/RichfieldUnitedMethodistChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/RichfieldUnitedMethodistChurch/
https://youtube.com/richfieldumc
https://youtube.com/richfieldumc
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Date Sensitive Material 

 
Return Service Requested 

Please join your church in 
praying the Breakthrough 

Prayer daily at 8:35. 

Worship on Sundays at 9:30 am  
 

 In-Person Worship  
in the Sanctuary 

 
 Online Worship 

http://youtube.com/richfieldumc 
 

 By touch tone phone at 1.888.650.5835 

Richfield United Methodist Church 
Website: richfieldumc.org   email: rumc@richfieldumc.org  Phone: (612) 861-6086 

Facebook: facebook.com/RichfieldUnitedMethodistChurch  Twitter: twitter.com/RichfieldUMC 

http://youtube.com/richfieldumc

