
Bold = in unison                * Rise in body or spirit   
 ENTRANCE 
 

Prelude “Fire and Rain”        by James Taylor 
 Victor Zupanc 
 
Welcome                             Rev. Nate Melcher 

 
Call to Worship* (Psalm 107, Ephesians 2, John 3) Rev. Hope Hutchison 
 

The goodness of God beckons, 

calling us to goodness and grace. 

The grace of God redeems, 

saving us and making us whole. 

The love of God welcomes, 
inviting us to worship and praise. 

March 10, 2024 at 9:30 am 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 



Gathering Hymn* “God Is Here” UM Hymnal 660    
 verses 1 and 4 
 

1. God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 
4. Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
 in an age of change and doubt 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
 help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day's dedication, 
 all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
 we adore you! We believe! 
 

Centering Prayer  
 

God of goodness and grace, gather us in your arms of love. Gather us as 
people of your goodness and grace. Gather us in worship and prayer, 
that we may be strengthened with faith and courage. Gather us as those 
who are eager to live and to share your goodness and grace. Hear us 
now in our Breakthrough Prayer... 

 

Breakthrough Prayer 
 

Loving God of all, renew our hearts and minds. 
Reveal your wildest dreams, break through to each of us. 
Unite us in your vision, equip us for your work. 
Transform us by your song, create our harmony. 
May we embrace your future, and be your loving church. Amen. 

 

Please join your church in praying the Breakthrough Prayer daily at 8:35.  
 

Time with Children 
 

Sharing the Peace 
  

May the peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
 

Please greet your neighbor with a mutual sign of peace. 
 



Lighting Our Conflux Candles                

 

You are invited to safely light a candle or lamp to celebrate  
the moments this week where your life’s journey met God’s heart. 

 
Celebration Music “Surely He Has Borne Our Grief”   by Mark Hayes 
 Chancel Choir 
 Pat Norton, cello 
   
Celebrating Our Conflux Moments 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 

Scripture in Context                                                 
 
Scripture Reading Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. All of 
us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, doing the will of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone 
else, but God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 
loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that 
in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made 
us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
so that we may walk in them.  

 
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon “Created Anew in Christ for Good Things”  Rev. Brad Herman 
 “Notable Narratives” Worship Series 4 of 6 
 
Prayers of the People 

 

LORD in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

 



The LORD’s Prayer 
 

Our God, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.  
   Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us, not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever. Amen. 

 
Faith, Justice, and Joy as the Church 
 
Sharing Our Gifts 
 

Your gift in-person, by mail or phone, or online at richfieldumc.org/give 
supports the ministry, outreach, and operations of your church.  

Thank you for your extravagant generosity. 
 
Offertory  

 

  

THANKSGIVING 

  

Doxology*                                                                         UM Hymnal 94 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Prayer of Gratitude* 
 

God of Light, you gave us your only son so that we may experience 
eternal life. We humbly give these offerings as a faithful response to this 
gift. Money seems so insignificant when compared to your gift of life. 
Yet, we place this money before you as a sacrificial gesture of our 
gratitude. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

http://richfieldumc.org/give


SENDING FORTH 
 
Sending Hymn* “Amazing Grace”                UM Hymnal 378     
 verses 1, 3, 4, and 6 
 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  
 that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost,  
 but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 
   
3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
 I have already come; 'tis grace hath brought   
 me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
  
4. The Lord has promised good to me,  
 his word my hope secures; he will my shield  
 and portion be as long as life endures. 
 
6. When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
 bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days  
 to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
 

Benediction* 
 

...And until we meet again,  
let us live in faith, justice, and joy! Amen. 

 
Postlude No. 3. Fuga in C Major              by D. Buxtehude
 Sonja Gustafson, organ 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship is over. Service begins.  
Go forth as Richfield United Methodist Church. 

Hello, guests! Welcome to worship as Richfield UMC. It's a big step to come 
to a new church and we're glad you're here. If you have questions, please ask 
any church member, and we hope you have a good experience.  



Today, March 10 
 

Children’s Sunday School—Meet teachers in the Nook after the Time with Children. 
 

Girl Scout Cookies—Final day that Richfield UMC girls involved in Girl Scouts will be 
selling cookies after worship in the Commons Area. 
 

Support Affordable Housing—Final day of the postcard campaign in support of safe, 
affordable housing.  

 

Time for LIFE: Learning, Inspiration, and Fellowship for Everyone 
 

Legacy Letters: The second of a Two-Part Series, March 14, 1:00-2:00 pm 
Program #2: Give the Greatest Gift of All: Complete a Legacy Blessing Letter  
This presentation is offered both in-person and online. Presenter: Lynne Kolze 
Cost: $5.00. This fee is for in-person participants only. 
If you are interested but were not able to attend the first session, please call the office 
(612-861-6086), or email kbergeland@richfieldumc.org.   
Zoom link Meeting ID: 813-2660-1056 Passcode: 5835 OR Call-In: 312-626-6799, then enter 
Meeting ID and Passcode (standard rates may apply) 
 

Next Sunday, March 17 
 

Sunday School—Meet your teachers in the Nook following the Time with Children. 
 

New Member Class / Pizza with the Pastor 

March 17, 10:45 am-12:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Please RSVP to Pastor Nate, nmelcher@richfieldumc.org or 612-861-6086 
Learn about becoming a church member and RSVP for “Pizza with the Pastor.” We’ll 
get to know each other over lunch and talk about church ministries and membership 
vows. New members are scheduled to join on March 31. Can’t make that date, yet 
you’re interested? RSVP, anyway! 

 

Workshop: Writing and Leading Prayers for Worship 
 

7:00pm-8:30pm March 18 and March 25  Zoom Meeting ID: 819 9039 0338 Passcode: 5835 
Join the worship liturgist roster. In this workshop, you'll learn about types of prayer, craft 
the Prayers of the People, and practice public speaking together. Pastor Nate is leading 
this workshop. Last fall's participants called the workshop "meaningful," "a nice mix of 
listening and writing," and a "nonjudgmental atmosphere." Sign up by contacting Pastor 
Nate at nmelcher@richfieldumc.org or 612-861-6086. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt: March 23—2:00 to 4:00 pm  
 

We need lots of help! Sign up here: http://tinyurl.com/RumcEggHunt2024. If you would 
like to help stuff eggs ahead of time, or donate candy, sign up! If you can help the day of 
the event with crafts, games, or welcoming new people onto our beautiful campus, sign 
up! If you have questions, contact Rev. Hope Hutchison at hhutchison@richfieldumc.org 
 

Holy Week and Easter as Richfield UMC  
  

March 24—Palm Sunday, 9:30 am   
March 28—Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm In-Person Only (Online Archives: 4/1/21, 4/14/22)  
March 29—Good Friday, 7:00 pm In-Person Only (Online Archives: 4/2/21, 4/15/22) 
March 31—Easter Sunday, 9:30 am   
 

Film Theology—First Wednesdays at 6:00 pm-7:00 pm—Hybrid: Grace Room & Zoom  
 

Meeting ID: 819 9039 0338/Passcode: 5835 or call: 312- 626-6799 
Go watch the latest hit movies in the theater, then come together to discuss them over a 
bowl of popcorn! Pastor Nate guides our discussion. Next film to see and discuss: April 3
 - Kung Fu Panda 4 (release date: March 8) 
 
 

RICHFIELD UMC NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:kbergeland@richfieldumc.org
https://es7lrspab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PIj14PzNWonaUQZwNAlHYW7fGogmtzSHNATMOhB4i7-JHR9Dhb_rsxbcWSc0tPXWB0_z9OWsFuUOyGR34AnFX_SPRRKpG0KEeBML2Sv_z_phfvFl0dCgQGsBgOImhTLnVcbl0SGUnl-XzhoCAReqQqGUgtYdJfjG8tX7qMxIjyMq7pyIBCzgDUTOC7yCQ-6guqsC8MBP7bhYmucnKq_BzjFUlp
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81990390338?pwd=UzMrS3lTWXF0T2VtMG5JOG1WclRYdz09
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An Everyday Prayer Life Is for Everyone 
May we devote time and energy to God and neighbor and pray every day for: 

• Open minds and hearts for “conflux moments.” 

• People in need of a loving church home. 

• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 
Our prayers are a beautiful expression of care and solidarity for each other. 
We pray in celebration.  

We pray with gratitude. 

We pray for those who are ill: Paula Milani, Laurel Lien, Agnes Danzl, Lee Weiser and 
Richard, Jim Vetsch, Don Morrow, Ann Johnson, Robert McCoy, stepson of Curt Stull, 
Rev. Marylee Fithian, Marlene Davis, and Bev Crandall’s nephew, Jeffrey. 

We pray for those who seek comfort: Jane Parry and Joyce Walls. 

We pray for those who grieve. 

We pray for our neighbors and for all in the RUMC community. 

  

Please call the church office to be included in any of the prayers of our church.  

Ongoing and Open 
  

1st Mondays, 1:30 pm | Women Who Read 
April 1, 2024 - Miracle Creek by Angie Kim 
Contact Fern Albertson, wfalbertson@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Tuesdays, 9:30 am | Women’s Bible Study 
       Contact Molly Reko, mollyreko@comcast.net, to get connected. 

Wednesdays, 9:00 am | Men’s Bible Study 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Saturdays, 8:30 am | Men’s Support Group 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Families with Young Children are always welcome in worship! 
Here are some options to help your family have a good experience when worshiping. 
The Nook - A space connected to the Sanctuary perfect for having a quiet or wiggly 
moment in a sensory friendly environment.  
Art Cart - Children can use items from the cart while worshipping in the Nook or 
can fill a bag with items to take into the sanctuary during worship  
Time with Children - Children of all ages are invited to experience a message just 
for them at the front of the sanctuary. Parent/guardians are welcome to join too. 
Sunday School - Following the Time with Children, children may go to Sunday 
School or stay in the sanctuary to worship. Children meet Sunday school teachers in 
the Nook. Sunday school is held in the Fellowship Hall or outside (weather-
dependent). There is no Sunday School on the 1st Sunday of the month.  
Nursing Mothers - You may nurse wherever you like. There is also a reserved Nursing 
Room available near the Library area. 

mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
mailto:mollyreko@comcast.net
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com
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This Week’s Calendar 
The church office/Campus is open  Tues.-Thurs., 8am-4pm.  

The Church Library is open when the campus is open.  

Permissions and Acknowledgements: 

• Copyright and license agreements can impact our ability to always present expansive language 
for God and inclusive language for humankind. All are invited to sing or pray the words on 
their heart. For more, visit richfieldumc.org/worship. 

• “Call to Worship” and “Centering Prayer” by Rev. Mary Scifres. Beu, B.J. and Mary Scifres, 
ed., The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024. © 2023 Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN. 64-65. Used by 
permission. 

• “Prayer of Gratitude” © 2024 David S. Bell; reprinted with permission from davidsbell.org. 

• Scripture taken from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. 

• Lyrics published by special permission, public domain, reprinted under OneLicense.net 
#A704105, or CCS WORSHIPcast License #8155. 

Richfield United Methodist Church 
5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Mpls., MN 55419 

612-861-6086 | richfieldumc.org | Facebook 
Email List: richfieldumc.org/email | Give: richfieldumc.org/give 
Worship Livestream and Subscribe: youtube.com/richfieldumc  

Stay informed, be involved, and get invitational  
 

Richfield UMC gathers on Dakota land. More at richfieldumc.org/land. 

Sunday, March 10, 2024 
  9:30 am Worship Service 
 (+Live streamed & archived) 
  9:45 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Beacon: Postcard Campaign 
10:30 am Girl Scout Cookie Sale 
 

Monday, March 11, 2024 
  7:00 pm Church & Society Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 
Coffee with the Pastor 
  9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
  6:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting 
  7:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting    
 

Wednesday, March 13, 2024 
  9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
  6:30 pm Chancel Bell Choir Rehearsal 
  7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, March 14, 2024 
  1:00 pm Time for LIFE 
 

Friday, March 15, 2024 
 

Saturday, March 16, 2024 
  8:30 am Men’s Group 
11:30 am Groth Scholarship Auditions 
10:30 am Saturday Covenant Group 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
  9:30 am Worship Service 
 (+Live streamed & archived) 
  9:45 am  Sunday School 
10:45 am  New Member Class 

Please let the church office know if you or someone from the church is hospitalized 
or immediately pre or post hospitalization. The pastoral care team is available to 
extend care and provide support in times of need. The Parish Minister for the week 
of March 10 is Pat Norton. 

We thank those who help make this worship a ministry of grace: 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
Musicians: Sonja Gustafson, Pat Norton. Tanner VanderKrabben, Victor Zupanc 
Liturgists: Rev. Brad Herman, Rev. Hope Hutchison, Rev. Nate Melcher 
Tech: Pat Eder, Rev. Bill Johnson, Steve Warner   

http://richfieldumc.org/worship
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