
Bold = in unison                * Rise in body or spirit   
 ENTRANCE 
 

Prelude  “From Heaven Above”                 Sonja Gustafson 
 arr. Karg-Elert 
  
Welcome Rev. Nate Melcher 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath IV     The Wilson Family 
     Kristy, Jerry, and Mitchell 
 

Advent is a season to live in Faith. 
The Lord God of restoration draws near. 
 

Greet the Lord this morning with happiness, 
feel the stir of the Shepherd’s care for the flock. 
The Word of God shall appear for all to see, 
let your tears be wiped away in full measure. 
The Lord God draws near. 
 

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the Candle of Faith. 
Let us adore the face of our graceful God. 
May God the savior restore this world. Amen. 

December 22, 2024 at 9:30 am 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 



Time with Children                            Becca Whitaker 
 
Sharing the Peace 

  

May the peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
 

Please greet your neighbor with a mutual sign of peace. 
 
Lighting Our Conflux Candles                

 

You are invited to safely light a candle or lamp to celebrate  
the moments this week where your life’s journey met God’s heart. 

   
Gathering Hymn “Once In Royal David’s City”       UM Hymnal 250 
 vs. 1 Soloist, vs. 2 Chancel Choir, vs. 3-4 All 
  

3. Jesus is our childhood's pattern;  
 day by day, like us he grew; 
 he was little, weak, and helpless,  
 tears and smiles like us he knew; 
 and he feeleth for our sadness,   
 and he shareth in our gladness. 
  

4. And our eyes at last shall see him,  
 through his own redeeming love; 
 for that child so dear and gentle  
 is our Lord in heaven above; 
 and he leads his children on  
 to the place where he is gone. 

  
Celebrating Our Conflux Moments 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
First Lesson Isaiah 11:1-3 Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
    or decide by what his ears hear. 

 



Carol “A Shoot Shall Come Forth”                 
 Richard Horn 
 
Second Lesson Isaiah 11:6-9           Wayne Johnson 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea.  

 
Solo “Wexford Carol”                   arr. Pat Norton 
 Brad Gardner, vocals; Pat Norton, cello 
 
Third Lesson  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
 
 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Prince of Peace. 
Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom.  
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
Carol “Night of Silence” 
 Daniel Kantor 
 

The Congregation is invited to sing Silent Night during the choir’s third verse. 
 

1. Silent night, holy night,  
 all is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child.  
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace,  
 sleep in heavenly peace. 



 
Fourth Lesson Luke 1:26-38              Gail Johnson 

 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The 
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 

 
Hymn “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” vs. 1-2, 4      UM Hymnal 218 

1. It came upon the midnight clear,  
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth  
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to men,  
 from heaven's all-gracious King." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay,  
 to hear the angels sing. 
 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come  
 with peaceful wings unfurled, 
 and still their heavenly music floats  
 o'er all the weary world; 
 above its sad and lowly plains,  
 they bend on hovering wing, 
 and ever o'er its Babel sounds  
 the blessed angels sing. 
 

4. For lo! the days are hastening on,  
 by prophet seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years  
 shall come the time foretold 
 when peace shall over all the earth  
 its ancient splendors fling, 
 and the whole world send back the song  
 which now the angels sing. 



Fifth Lesson Luke 1:46-55 

 

And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. 
    Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name; 
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his child Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
     

Carol “Clap Hands, Be Glad!” 
 Douglas E. Wagner 
 
Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1-7         Rev. Wayne Albertson 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place in the guest room. 

 
Carol “Antiphonal Gloria” 
 John Leavitt 
  



Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-20             Ann Johnson 
 

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, and Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just 
as it had been told them. 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 
Sermon “A Heart for Times of Faith”   Rev. Nate Melcher 
 “The Growing Heart” Worship Series 4 of 4 
 
Faith, Justice, and Joy as the Church 
 
Sharing Our Gifts 
 

Your gift in-person, by mail or phone, or online at richfieldumc.org/give 
supports the ministry, outreach, and operations of your church.  

Thank you for your extravagant generosity. 
 
Offertory  “Anjou Carol”                      
 by Cesar Franck 
  
 
 
 

http://richfieldumc.org/give


Prayer of Gratitude / The LORD’s Prayer 
 

Our God, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.  
   Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us, not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 
A Prayer for a Season of Renewal                        Gail Johnson Lay Leader 
                                Wayne Johnson, SPRC Chair 

 

Members of the household of God, will you accept your commitment to this 
season of renewal? Will you release Rev. Nate Melcher from his pastoral 
responsibilities, embrace Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman assuming her pastoral 
responsibilities, and renew your commitment to God and to one another, 
answering the call to serve others as Jesus has served us? 
 
We do, with God’s help. For this season, we release Pastor Nate from his 
pastoral responsibilities, that God may renew and direct him in his 
leadership and faith journey. We send him with our blessing and 
prayers. We welcome Pastor Chris with grateful hearts for our shared 
ministry together. We reaffirm our call to be servants of God through 
our participation in the life of the church by our prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and witness. Amen.  

 
Eighth Lesson John 1:1-4 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  

 
 



Hello, guests! Welcome to worship as Richfield UMC. It's a big step to come 
to a new church and we're glad you're here. If you have questions, please ask 
any church member, and we hope you have a good experience.  

Sending Hymn*  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”       UM Hymnal 251 
  vs. 1-3 
Refrain: 
 Go, tell it on the mountain,  
 over the hills and everywhere; 
 go, tell it on the mountain,  
 that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
1. While shepherds kept their watching  
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold throughout the heavens  
 there shown a holy light. (Refrain) 
 
2. The shepherds feared and trembled,  
 when lo! above the earth, 
 rang out the angel chorus  
 that hailed the Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 
 
3. Down in a lowly manger  
 the humble Christ was born, 
 and God sent us salvation  
 that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 
 

Benediction* 
 

...And until we meet again,  
let us live in faith, justice, and joy! Amen. 

 
Postlude  “Joy to the World” from A Nativity Suite                            
 W. Held 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship is over. Service begins.  
Go forth as Richfield United Methodist Church. 



Today: Sunday, December 22 

 

Worship Service of Lessons and Carols at 9:30 am 
 
Church Conference / Christmas Cookie Party After Worship 
Come enjoy some cookies! 
This is a Church Conference following worship at 10:45am to receive reports and vote 
on the 2025 operations budget. The meeting is in Fellowship Hall and by Zoom 
(Meeting ID: 886-0975-2661 Passcode: 5835). Church members have voice and vote. 

 
Christmas Eve Worship Service Tuesday, December 24 at 4:00 pm 
 

Christmas Eve falls on a Tuesday and we have one service at 4:00 pm featuring Time with 
Children, prayer and preaching, music by organ, choir, and strings, and “Silent Night” 
sung by candlelight. Mark your calendar and invite your friends and family. 
 
Next Sunday, December 29 is Cereal Sunday 
 

Come for a music-filled worship service followed by cereal in the Commons. We’ll have 
milk and a variety of cereals or bring one to share. Kids: wear your pajamas to worship! 
All are welcome to bring an unopened box of cereal to donate to VEAP Food Shelf. 
 
Weekly Online Book Study: "Everything Good About God Is True" 

 

7:00 pm on Thursdays, January-May | Begins Thursday, January 2 
Pastor Nate created an online weekly series to run while he's on renewal leave. Each 
video explores a chapter of his favorite Christian spirituality book of 2024, Everything 
Good About God Is True. Author Bruce Reyes-Chow helps readers consider why 
we choose faith and how to create a "faith montage" through personal stories, generous 
theology, reflection questions, and prayer. Pick up your free copy on Christmas Eve or 
after (1 per household, while supplies last). Read and watch at your pace: chapters 
average 6-7 pages and videos premiere on our YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
 
Open Gym: Winter Prayer Walks 
 

10:30 am – 1:30 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Beginning January 2, 2025 in the Fellowship Hall 
Combine cardio workouts with peaceful prayer. Church members and their friends can 
come to Fellowship Hall for a morning walk. Have a low-impact workout in a warm room 
this winter. Turn on music or a devotional podcast on your headphones, read the new 
prayer and poetry posters on the walls, and do some light cardio in the comfort and 
privacy of your church building. It takes 34.5 laps to walk a mile – how many steps will 
you take? 
 
Souper Bowl of Caring Drive 
  

We kick off 2025 with one more donation drive inspired by our 170th birthday. Our goal is 
to receive 170 cans of soup and other shelf-stable canned goods for our annual SOUPer 
Bowl of Caring food drive to benefit our longstanding partner, VEAP Food Shelf. Bring 
new canned goods or some from home (please check the “best by” date!), and/or give 
funds toward this latest drive. We’ll bless all donations we receive on Team Colors 
Sunday, February 9, 2025. 

RICHFIELD UMC NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



An Everyday Prayer Life Is for Everyone 

May we devote time and energy to God and neighbor and pray every day for: 

• Open minds and hearts for “conflux moments.” 

• People in need of a loving church home. 

• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 

Our prayers are a beautiful expression of care and solidarity for each other. 
We pray in celebration. 
We pray with gratitude. 
We pray for those who seek healing: Laurel Lien, Agnes Danzl, Jim Vetsch, Rev. 
Marylee Fithian, Harvey Ehman, brother of Roxie Hillger, Mitzi Taylor, Don 
Morrow, John Darling, Michele Wegscheid and family, Pat Robertson, and Curt 
Stull.  
We pray for those who seek comfort: Paula Milani. 
We pray for those who grieve. 
We pray for our neighbors and for all in the RUMC community.  
  

Please call the church office to be included in any of the prayers of our church.  
 
 

Ongoing and Open 
  

1st Mondays, 1:30 pm | Women Who Read 
To join by Zoom, email Fern wfalbertson@gmail.com. Next meeting January 6.   
In January, we will gather to exchange recommendations for books and generate 
our 2025 reading list. If you are a woman who enjoys good books and thoughtful 
discussion, then consider joining fellow readers for Women Who Read.   

Tuesdays, 9:30 am | Women’s Bible Study 
       Contact Molly Reko, mollyreko@comcast.net, to get connected. 

Wednesdays, 9:00 am | Men’s Bible Study 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Saturdays, 8:30 am | Men’s Support Group 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Families with Young Children are always welcome in worship! 
Here are some options to help your family have a good experience when 
worshiping in the Sanctuary: 

The Nook - A space connected to the Sanctuary perfect for having a quiet or 
wiggly moment. 
Art Cart - Children can fill a bag with items in The Nook to bring with them to 
worship with their families in the pews. 
Time with Children - Children of all ages are invited to experience a message 
just for them. Parent/guardians are welcome to join their children too. 
Sunday School - (Grades K-6) After Time with Children in worship, the teachers 
lead children to the classroom for a Bible story, a snack, and an activity. Dates 
for 2024 (9:40 am-10:30 am): Dec. 22. 
Nursing Mothers - You may nurse wherever you like. There is also a reserved 
Nursing Room available near the Library area. 

mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
mailto:mollyreko@comcast.net
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com


This Week’s Calendar 
The church office/Campus is open  Tues.-Thurs., 8am-4pm.  

The Church Library is open when the campus is open.  

Permissions and Acknowledgements: 

• Copyright and license agreements can impact our ability to always present expansive language 
for God and inclusive language for humankind. All are invited to sing or pray the words on 
their heart. For more, visit richfieldumc.org/worship. 

• “Lighting the Advent Wreath” by Rev. Nate Melcher 

• “A Prayer for a New Season” adapted from “Renewal Leave Service Liturgy” by the Kentucky 
Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. 2008.  

• Scripture quotations from the COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE. © Copyright 2011 COMMON ENGLISH 
BIBLE. All rights reserved. Used by permission. (www.CommonEnglishBible.com). 

• Lyrics published by special permission, public domain, reprinted under OneLicense.net 
#A704105, or CCS WORSHIPcast License #8155. 

Sunday, December 22, 2024 
 9:30 am Worship Service 
 (+Live streamed & archived) 
 9:40 am Children’s Sunday School 
10:45 am Church Conference & 
 Christmas Cookie Party 
 

Monday, December 23, 2024 

 

Tuesday, December 24, 2024 
Church Office and Caring For Children 
Closed 
 

  4:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship 
 Service 
 

Wednesday, December 25, 2024 
 Merry Christmas! 
Church Campus Closed 
 

Thursday, December 26, 2024 
 

Friday, December 27, 2024 
 

Saturday, December 28, 2024 
Church Campus Closed 
  8:30 am Men’s Group 
10:30 am Saturday Covenant Group 
 

Sunday, December 29, 2024 
Cereal Sunday 
 9:30 am Worship Service 
 (+Live streamed & archived) 

Please let the church office know if you or someone from the church is 
hospitalized or immediately pre or post hospitalization. The pastoral care team is 
available to extend care and provide support in times of need. The Parish 
Minister for the week of December 22 is Gretta Thorson. 

We thank those who help make this worship a ministry of grace: 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
Musicians: Brad Gardner, Sonja Gustafson, Chancel Choir 
Instrumentalists: Carolyn Liptak (violin), Allen Reyes (violin), Theresa Kallmes 
(viola), Pat Norton (cello)  
Liturgists: Rev. Wayne Albertson, Ann Johnson, Gail Johnson, Wayne Johnson, 
Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman, Rev. Nate Melcher, Becca Whitaker  
Tech: Pat Eder, Rev. Bill Johnson, Juan Nieves Lebrón 

http://richfieldumc.org/worship
http://www.commonenglishbible.com/


Richfield United Methodist Church 
5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Mpls., MN 55419 

612-861-6086 | richfieldumc.org | Facebook 
Email List: richfieldumc.org/email | Give: richfieldumc.org/give 
Worship Livestream and Subscribe: youtube.com/richfieldumc  

Stay informed, be involved, and get invitational  
 

Richfield UMC gathers on Dakota land. More at richfieldumc.org/land. 

Tuesday, December 24 
4:00 pm  

Christmas Eve Worship Service 
Bring a bell to ring! 

 
Family Friendly Candlelight Worship Service 

Music by the Chancel Choir and Strings 

Invite your friends and family! 

http://facebook.com/richfieldunitedmethodistchurch
https://richfieldumc.org/email
https://richfieldumc.org/give
http://youtube.com/richfieldumc
https://richfieldumc.org/land

