
Bold = in unison          * Rise in body and/or spirit   

 ENTRANCE 
 

Prelude  “Sailing”                                Victor Zupanc 
 by Christopher Cross 
    
Welcome                                                                               Rev. Nate Melcher 
 
Call to Worship*                                                       Alicia Owens 

 

We are hearers of your word, O God. 
We long to be doers, as well. 
Hold up the mirror, help us to see ourselves. 
Show us how we can show up for you. 
Give us your blessing in our actions. 
Bring the Holy Spirit to our work in your name. 

February 8, 2026 at 9:30 am 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 



Gathering Hymn*  “For the Healing of the Nations”        UM Hymnal 428 
 

1. For the healing of the nations, 
 Lord, we pray with one accord; 
 for a just and equal sharing 
 of the things that earth affords; 
 To a life of love in action 
 help us rise and pledge our word, 
 help us rise and pledge our word. 
 
2. Lead us forward into freedom; 
 from despair your world release, 
 that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
 all may come and go in peace. 
 Show us how through care and goodness 
 fear will die and hope increase, 
 fear will die and hope increase. 

 
Centering Prayer 

 

Gracious and loving God, your healing touch is exactly what we need 
right now. Lead us forward into a freedom that values justice and 
equity. Reveal the ways your beloved children can be there for one 
another. Give us the courage to stand up when others are knocked 
down, and redeem our world from our wars and hate. For your perfect 
love casts fear to the ground and lifts up hope. Hear our hope now, in 
our Breakthrough Prayer… 
 

Breakthrough Prayer 
 

Loving God of all, renew our hearts and minds. 
Reveal your wildest dreams, break through to each of us. 
Unite us in your vision, equip us for your work. 
Transform us by your song, create our harmony. 
May we embrace your future, and be your loving church. Amen. 

 

Please join your church in praying the Breakthrough Prayer daily at 8:35.  
 
Time with Children                                                 Becca Whitaker 
 
Sharing the Peace 

  

May the peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
 

Please greet your neighbor here - & online - with mutual signs of peace. 
 
Lighting Our Conflux Candles 
 

You are invited to safely light a candle or lamp to celebrate  
the moments this week when your life’s journey met God’s heart. 

 



Celebration Music “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”       UM Hymnal 703 
 

Refrain: 
 Swing low, sweet chariot, 
 coming for to carry me home; 
 swing low, sweet chariot, 
 coming for to carry me home. 
 

1. I looked over Jordan, and what did I see, 
 coming for to carry me home? 
 A band of angels coming after me, 
 coming for to carry me home. (Refrain) 
 

2. If you get there before I do, 
 coming for to carry me home; 
 tell all my friends I'm coming too, 
 coming for to carry me home. (Refrain) 
 

3. I'm sometimes up, I'm sometimes down, 
 coming for to carry me home; 
 but still my soul feels heavenly bound, 
 coming for to carry me home. (Refrain) 

 
Celebrating Our Conflux Moments  
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

Scripture in Context   
 
Scripture Reading James 1:22-27 

 

But be doers of the word and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For 
if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at 
themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, 
immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers 
who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
 
If any think they are religious and do not bridle their tongues but deceive 
their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress and to 
keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 
The Word of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon “Don’t Look Away”       Rev. Emily Goldthwaite   
 “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” Worship Series 2 of 3 
 



Responsive Hymn “Open My Eyes, That I May See” v. 2          UM Hymnal 454 
 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear 
 voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
 and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
 everything false will disappear. 
 Silently now I wait for thee, 
 ready, my God, thy will to see. 
 Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

 Lord in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our God, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever. Amen. 

 
Faith, Justice, and Joy as the Church 
  
Sharing Our Gifts 
 

Your gift in-person, by mail or phone, or online at richfieldumc.org/give 
supports the ministry, outreach, and operations of your church.  

Thank you for your extravagant generosity.                      
 
Offertory  “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”         Sonja Gustafson        
 arr. L. Dean Bye 
 

 THANKSGIVING 
 

Doxology*                                                                                 UM Hymnal 94 
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

http://richfieldumc.org/give


Prayer of Gratitude* 
 

Spirit of God, make these gifts serve you. Make these monies uplift up your 
mission of caring and service. Turn these tithes into methods that express 
your love for our neighbor. Deal these dollars out to the ministry that 
enhances lives. We hear you; let us do good for you. These gifts are part of 
that, and we offer them with joy and faith. Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 
Sending Hymn*  “Be Thou My Vision”          UM Hymnal 451 

 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
 Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
 thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

3. Great God of heaven, my victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, 
 O Bright heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Benediction* 
 

...And until we meet again,  
let us live in faith, justice, and joy! Amen. 

 
Postlude  Prelude and Fugue in C Major 
 by J. S. Bach 
  
 

Worship is over. Service begins.  
Go forth as Richfield United Methodist Church. 

 
Welcome Rev. Emily Goldthwaite.   
Rev. Goldthwaite is Director of Congregation Organizing at Beacon Interfaith 
Housing Collaborative. She is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ 
and has worked with 100+ faith communities to advocate for affordable and 
supportive homes and transformative housing policies in Minnesota.  

Hello, guests! Welcome to worship as Richfield UMC. It's a big step to come 
to a new church and we're glad you're here. If you have questions, please ask 
any church member, and we hope you have a good experience.  

https://beaconinterfaith.org
https://beaconinterfaith.org


Today, Sunday, February 8, 2026 
 

Team Colors Sunday 
Thanks for wearing your favorite team colors to worship.   
 

SOUPer Bowl of Caring Drive Conclusion and Celebration 
Today is the last day of the SOUPer Bowl Drive of Caring for VEAP and we will have 
a special blessing in worship. You can still donate online at richfieldumc.org/give. 
   

Sunday School (Grades K-6) 2nd & 4th Sundays during worship time. After the Time 
with Children, children may go to Sunday School or stay in the sanctuary to 
worship.  

 

Confirmation Class at 10:45 am in the Grace Room 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, February 18 at 7:00 pm 
Begin your journey to Lent with a special worship service at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 
Featuring the imposition of ashes, music from Chancel Choir, and spiritual practice 
stations led by Confirmation students, you are invited to turn your heart and mind 
toward Jesus and deepen your discipleship.  
As we progress through the season, the worship series, “Windows of Opportunity” is 
inspired by the stained-glass windows of the Sanctuary. This series explores key 
moments in the life of Jesus, showing us that Jesus is constantly offering opportunities 
to follow him.  
 

Pub Theology | March 1, First Sundays at 7:00 pm-8:00 pm 
 

Pizza Lucé (800 W 66th St, Richfield) Led by Pastor Nate, Pub Theology is a drop-in 
discussion about faith, God, and life over a tasty beverage.  
  

Time for LIFE: Learning, Inspiration, and Fellowship Together 
 

Program:  "The Biggest Crowd-Pleasing Records" with Radio DJ, Mike Henry 
Date:  Tuesday, March 3 
Time:  Program from 1:00 - 2:00 pm, with a delicious dessert to follow! 
Cost:  $10.00, payable the day of the event 
RSVP:  Sign up in the Commons or call the church office by Sunday, March 1 
We are excited to welcome back Mike Henry, a former radio DJ, to share his 
newest program with us, "The Biggest Crowd-Pleasing Records"!  Come hear these toe-
tapping favorites. 
 

The Woven Sleeping Mats Ministry  
 

Please hold bag donations for now. 
In collaboration with  Midwest Mission we are making Plarn Sleeping Mats. Plarn is plastic 
yarn made out of plastic grocery bags. The Sleeping Mats are sent internationally and 
locally. They are great for those who need a barrier between them and the hard ground. 
They have been sent for disaster relief, for the homeless, and for those who need 
temporary sleeping arrangements. 
 

Coffee with the Pastor 
 

Sign up: calendly.com/natemelcher 
Pastor Nate is meeting with church members like you to catch-up, reconnect, and pray. 
Sign up with the calendar link (if you cannot go online, please call the office) for a 
meeting at the church campus. Let’s have a great cup of coffee and connect! 

RICHFIELD UMC NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://www.richfieldumc.org/give/
https://calendly.com/natemelcher


An Everyday Prayer Life Is for Everyone 
May we devote time and energy to God and neighbor and pray every day for: 
• People in need of a loving church home. 
• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 
• The babies and toddlers who are cared for each weekday by CFC (Caring For 

Children, the early learning ministry at the church) and their families. 
Our prayers are a beautiful expression of care and solidarity for each other. 
We pray in celebration and gratitude. 
We pray for those who seek healing: Laurel Lien, Agnes Danzl, Jim Vetsch, John 
Darling, Shar Salisbury, Bob Mills, Donis (Burt) Andrews (sister of Shari Burt), Pat 
Eder, Marilyn Dodge, Pat Noonan, Betty, mother of Michele Wegscheid, Eric, nephew 
of Lori Claussen, Marlene, mother of Deanna Wichman, and SK Johnson. 
We pray for those who seek comfort: Paula Milani and Dorothy DeFreese. 
We pray for those who grieve: 
• The family and friends of Mark Blomsness, especially his wife, Linda. A memorial 

service will be held on Friday, February 13 at 2:00 pm, with visitation the hour 
prior to the service. 

• The family and friends of Mitzi Taylor. A memorial service will be held on 
Saturday, February 21 at 2:00 pm. Visitation is the hour prior to the service. 

 

We pray for our neighbors and for all in the RUMC community.  
  

Please call the church office to be included in any of the prayers of our church. 

Ongoing and Open 
  

1st Mondays, 1:30 pm | Women Who Read 
To join by Zoom, email Fern wfalbertson@gmail.com.  Next meeting March 2, 2026. 
The book to read and discuss is Sipsworth by Simon Van Booy. If you are a woman 
who enjoys good books and thoughtful discussion, then consider joining fellow 
readers for Women Who Read.   

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30 am-1:30 pm| Open Gym: Winter Prayer Walks in the  
Fellowship Hall 

Tuesdays, 9:30 am | Women’s Bible Study 
       Contact Molly Reko, mollyreko@comcast.net, to get connected. 

Wednesdays, 9:00 am | Men’s Bible Study 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Night Owl Bible Study | Wednesdays at 9:00 pm 
Online-Only by Zoom Meeting ID: 819 9039 0338 / Passcode: 5835 or call: (312) 626-
6799. Busy days? Up late at night? This is the Bible study for you. Open to all.  

Saturdays, 8:30 am | Men’s Support Group 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Families with Young Children are always welcome in worship! 
Here are some options to help your family have a good experience when worshiping in 
the Sanctuary: 

The Nook - A space connected to the Sanctuary for having a quiet or wiggly moment. 
Art Cart - Children can fill a bag with items in The Nook to bring with them to 
worship with their families in the pews. 
Time with Children - Children of all ages are invited to experience a message just 
for them. Parent/guardians are welcome to join their children too. 
Sunday School - (Grades K-6) Second and fourth Sundays during worship time 
Following the Time with Children, children may go to Sunday School or stay in the 
sanctuary to worship. Children meet Sunday school teachers in the Nook.  
Nursing Mothers - You may nurse wherever you like. There is also a reserved Nursing 
Room available near the Library area. 

mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
mailto:mollyreko@comcast.net
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81990390338?pwd=UzMrS3lTWXF0T2VtMG5JOG1WclRYdz09
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com


This Week’s Calendar 
The church office/Campus is open  Tues.-Thurs., 8am-4pm.  

The Church Library is open when the campus is open.  

• Permissions and Acknowledgements: 
• Copyright and license agreements can impact our ability to always present expansive language 

for God and inclusive language for humankind. All are invited to sing or pray the words on their 
heart. For more, visit richfieldumc.org/worship. 

• “Prayer of Gratitude” © 2025 David S. Bell; reprinted with permission from davidsbell.org. 
• Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 

2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide. 

• Lyrics published by special permission, public domain, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A704105, 
or CCS WORSHIPcast License #8155. 

Richfield United Methodist Church 
5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Mpls., MN 55419 

612-861-6086 | richfieldumc.org | Facebook 
Email List: richfieldumc.org/email | Give: richfieldumc.org/give 
Worship Livestream and Subscribe: youtube.com/richfieldumc  

Stay informed, be involved, and get invitational  
 

Richfield UMC gathers on Dakota land. More at richfieldumc.org/land. 

Sunday, February 8, 2026 
Team Colors Sunday 
Last Day of the Souper Bowl Drive 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
  9:40 am Children’s Sunday School 
10:45 am Confirmation Class 
 

Monday, February 9, 2026 
  5:00 pm Parish Companion Meeting 

Tuesday, February 10, 2026 
  9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
10:30 am-1:30 pm  Open Gym: Walking 
 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 
  9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
  7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
  9:00 pm Night Owl Bible Study 

Thursday, February 12, 2026 
10:30 am-1:30 pm  Open Gym: Walking 
 

Friday, February 13, 2026 
  1:00 pm Blomsness Visitation 
  2:00 pm  Mark Blomsness Memorial Service 
 

Saturday, February 14, 2026 
  8:30 am Men’s Group 
10:30 am Saturday Covenant Group 
 

Sunday, February 15, 2026 
Groth Music Scholarship Application Deadline 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
   

We thank those who help make this worship a ministry of grace: 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
Staff: Rev. Nate Melcher, Kay Bergeland, Kathy Gertsema, Pat Noonan, Linda Schmidt, 
Becca Whitaker; Music Staff: Sonja Gustafson, Victor Zupanc 
Guet Preacher: Rev. Emily Goldthwaite   
Liturgist today: Alicia Owens 
Tech Crew today: Rev. Bill Johnson, Juan Nieves Lebrón, TY Moore 

Please let the church office know if you or someone from the church is hospitalized 
or immediately pre or post hospitalization. The pastoral care team is available to 
extend care and provide support in times of need. The Parish Minister for the week 
of February 8 is Mary Martha Butler. 

http://richfieldumc.org/worship
http://facebook.com/richfieldunitedmethodistchurch
https://richfieldumc.org/email
https://richfieldumc.org/give
http://youtube.com/richfieldumc
https://richfieldumc.org/land

