
Bold = in unison          * Rise in body and/or spirit   

 ENTRANCE 
 

Prelude  All Glory, Laud, and Honor        Sonja Gustafson 
 G. Winston Cassler 
 
Call to the Streets* (from Matthew 21:1-10)            Sarah Callahan 
 

Jesus said, fetch a donkey and a colt. 
The disciples did so, and spread cloaks on them. 
The crowds cut branches from trees and spread them on the road. 
They shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 
 

Processional* “Prepare Ye” Chancel Choir & Congregation 
 by Stephen Schwartz from Godspell 
 

 Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord. (repeat as led) 
   
Welcome                                                                               Rev. Nate Melcher 
 

 

March 29, 2026 at 9:30 am 
Palm Sunday 



Gathering Hymn* “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”   UM Hymnal 280    
 verses 1, 3, and 5 
 

Refrain: 
 All glory, laud, and honor, to thee, Redeemer, King, 
 to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
1. Thou art the King of Israel, 
 thou David's royal Son, 
 who in the Lord's name comest, 
 the King and Blessed One. [Refrain] 
 
3. The people of the Hebrews 
 with palms before thee went; 
 our prayer and praise and anthems 
 before thee we present. [Refrain] 
 
5. Thou didst accept their praises; 
 accept the prayers we bring, 
 who in all good delightest, 
 thou good and gracious King. [Refrain] 

 
Prayer of Confession 

 

God of triumphant entry, God of the expanded table, God of the looming 
cross, we come before you with hearts filled with trust and confession. 
We trust in you, that you lead us to your ways of faith, justice, and joy. 
We confess to you, that we do not always go where you lead. Forgive us. 
Restore us. Walk this Way with us. Hear us now in our silent confessions 
to you… 
 

Silent Prayer 
 
Words of Assurance 
 
Time with Children                                                 Becca Whitaker 
 
Sharing the Peace 

  

May the peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
 

Please greet your neighbor here - & online - with mutual signs of peace. 
 
Call to the Table (from Matthew 26:1-30)                         Jen Pacyga 
 

Jesus said, prepare a room for the meal. 
The disciples did so, and the meal was ready. 
All of them were there, each and every one. 
Even those of little faith, even those of big betrayal. 
The table is set. All are invited. 
The Lord be with you.  

 



Sacrament of Holy Communion                            FWS Hymnal #2257-a, b, c, d 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 
Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 

 

...proclaiming the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.  
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 
 

…all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever:  
Amen. Amen. Amen  
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our God, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever. Amen. 
  

Sharing Our Gifts 
 

Your gift in-person, by mail or phone, or online at richfieldumc.org/give 
supports the ministry, outreach, and operations of your church.  

Thank you for your extravagant generosity. 
 

Receiving the Sacrament 
 

There is no barrier between you and the table.  
All who seek the grace of Jesus are welcome. 

 

Lighting Our Conflux Candles 
 

You are invited to safely light a candle or lamp to celebrate  
the moments this week when your life’s journey met God’s heart. 

 

 Music During Communion “What Wondrous Love Is This”            Chancel Choir 
 arr. Mark Hayes 

http://richfieldumc.org/give


Prayer After Receiving the Sacrament  
 
Celebrating Our Conflux Moments  
 
Breakthrough Prayer 
 

Loving God of all, renew our hearts and minds. 
Reveal your wildest dreams, break through to each of us. 
Unite us in your vision, equip us for your work. 
Transform us by your song, create our harmony. 
May we embrace your future, and be your loving church. Amen. 

 

Please join your church in praying the Breakthrough Prayer daily at 8:35.  
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

Call to the Cross                             Ann Johnson 
 

Jesus said nothing to the charges against him. 
The disciples scattered, near and far. 
The soldiers placed him with the condemned. 
They shouted, “Save yourself!” 
The cross is heavy-laden with Holy Solidarity. 
Truly, this man is God’s Son. 

 
Special Music “Were You There”   
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 27:45-56 

 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for 
Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us 
see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud 
voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs 
and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and 
those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!” 
 

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed 
Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God. 



Sermon “Jesus Dies”               Rev. Nate Melcher 
 “Windows of Opportunity” Worship Series 6 of 8  
 
Responsive Hymn “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” v. 1          UM Hymnal 286 
 

1. O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
 now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown: 
 how pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn! 
 How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn! 

  

 THANKSGIVING 
 

Faith, Justice, and Joy as the Church 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 
Sending Hymn*  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”          UM Hymnal 297 
        

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, 
 the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land; 
 a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of the day. 
 
2. Upon that cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see 
 the very dying form of One who suffered there for me; 
 and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess: 
 the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness. 
 
3. I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 
 content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 
 my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross. 
 

Benediction* 
 

...And until we meet again,  
let us live in faith, justice, and joy! Amen. 

 
Postlude  Fugue in F Minor          Sonja Gustafson 
 Adolphus Hailstork 
  
 

Worship is over. Service begins.  
Go forth as Richfield United Methodist Church. 

Hello, guests! Welcome to worship as Richfield UMC. It's a big step to come 
to a new church and we're glad you're here. If you have questions, please ask 
any church member, and we hope you have a good experience.  



Today, Sunday, March 29, 2026 
 

Palm Sunday | Be sure to receive a palm branch from an usher to wave during the 
processional. The palms today are Eco-Palms. By choosing Eco-Palms for Palm Sunday 
Richfield UMC promotes environmental and social justice with our palm purchase! Visit 
ecopalms.org for more information. 
  

This Thursday, April 2 — Maundy Thursday 
 

7:00 pm worship service at Portland Avenue UMC  
8000 Portland Ave, Bloomington, MN 55420, In-Person Only 
This year, we are teaming-up with our neighbor churches, Hillcrest UMC and Portland 
UMC, for Maundy Thursday worship service. Come for a bit of food, join in the sacrament 
of Holy Communion, and engage in music with fellow area United Methodists. Your RSVP 
is requested but not required and it will help the three churches plan the menu and be 
prepared. Sign-up in the Commons or contact the church. 
 

This Friday, April 3 | Good Friday 
 

6:30 pm worship service  
5:30 pm Soup Supper (freewill offering) 
Fellowship Hall (Soup Supper and Holy Communion), then Sanctuary (Service) 
Enjoy a warm cup of soup and homemade bread on a peaceful evening filled with church 
members and neighbors. Serve one another in the sacrament of Holy Communion at your 
tables, then journey to the foot of the cross in the Sanctuary through scripture and song. 
Please reserve your spot in-advance: sign-up in the Commons or contact the church.  
 

Next Sunday, April 5 | Easter Sunday, 9:30 am (arrive early for the Prelude!) 
  

He is risen, indeed! Come and worship with joy and hope to celebrate the resurrection 
of Jesus in our lives! Give to the Easter special offering that benefits Minnesota 
FoodShare. Wear your best outfit or simply come as you are. Invite your friends and 
family for a morning featuring amazing music featuring organ, choir, and brass, a 
confetti-filled Time with Children, and lively preaching to inspire you to live in the hope 
of resurrection. 
  

Pub Theology | Next gathering is next Sunday, April 5, First Sundays at 7:00-8:00 pm 
 

For 1 month only at Davanni’s 6345 Penn Ave S, Richfield (Usually at Pizza Lucé in 
Richfield) Led by Pastor Nate, Pub Theology is a drop-in discussion about faith, God, and 
life over a tasty beverage.  
  

Time for LIFE: Learning, Inspiration, and Fellowship Together 
  

Program:  Fascinating Loons, with well-known naturalist, Stan Tekiela 
Date: Tuesday, April 7; Time: Program from 1:00-2:00 pm, with a dessert to follow! 
Cost: $10.00, payable the day of the event 
RSVP: Sign up in the Commons or call the church office by next Sunday, April 5 
We are excited to welcome back one of our favorite Time for LIFE speakers, 
Stan Tekiela.  Stan is an award-winning author, naturalist, and wildlife photographer, 
and we will have the opportunity to hear his program, Fascinating Loons!  This is Stan's 
sixth time back to RUMC, but his first time presenting his program on fascinating 
loons.  Join us as we learn all about this iconic waterbird! 
  

Save these April dates for Fun Fridays in April 
  

Friday, April 10, Game-O-Rama! 6:30-9:30 pm Games for all ages!  
Friday, April 17, Spin-O-Rama! 6:30-9:30 pm 1960s-1980s classic rock. 
Friday, April 24, Craft-O-Rama! 9:30am-9:30pm A drop-in day of crafts open to all.  
 
 
 

RICHFIELD UMC NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

https://ecopalms.org/
https://calendly.com/natemelcher


An Everyday Prayer Life Is for Everyone 
May we devote time and energy to God and neighbor and pray every day for: 
• People in need of a loving church home. 
• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 
• The babies and toddlers who are cared for each weekday by CFC (Caring For 

Children, the early learning ministry at the church) and their families. 
Our prayers are a beautiful expression of care and solidarity for each other. 
We pray in celebration and gratitude. 
We pray for those who seek healing: Laurel Lien, Agnes Danzl, Jim Vetsch, John 
Darling, Shar Salisbury, Bob Mills, Donis (Burt) Andrews (sister of Shari Burt), Marilyn 
Dodge, Pat Noonan, Christopher, brother of Michele Wegscheid, Eric, nephew of Lori 
Claussen, Lynne Clarke, Ron Doncavage, Rev. Carol Zaagsma's mother, Nancy, and 
Barb Rogers. 
We pray for those who seek comfort: Paula Milani, Dorothy DeFreese, and Rev. Lynn 
Borgeson’s brother, Dale. 
We pray for those who grieve:  
• Michele Wegscheid in the death of her mother, Betty. 
We pray for our neighbors and for all in the RUMC community.  
  

Please call the church office to be included in any of the prayers of our church. 

Ongoing and Open 
  

1st Mondays, 1:30 pm | Women Who Read 
To join by Zoom, email Fern wfalbertson@gmail.com.  Next meeting April 6, 2026. 
The book to read and discuss is The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel. If you are 
a woman who enjoys good books and thoughtful discussion, then consider joining 
fellow readers for Women Who Read.   

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30 am-1:30 pm| Open Gym: Winter Prayer Walks in the  
Fellowship Hall 

Tuesdays, 9:30 am | Women’s Bible Study 
       Contact Molly Reko, mollyreko@comcast.net, to get connected. 

Wednesdays, 9:00 am | Men’s Bible Study 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Night Owl Bible Study | Wednesdays at 9:00 pm 
Online-Only by Zoom Meeting ID: 819 9039 0338 / Passcode: 5835 or call: (312) 626-
6799. Busy days? Up late at night? This is the Bible study for you. Open to all.  

Saturdays, 8:30 am | Men’s Support Group 
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Families with Young Children are always welcome in worship! 
Here are some options to help your family have a good experience when worshiping in 
the Sanctuary: 

The Nook - A space connected to the Sanctuary perfect for having a quiet or wiggly 
moment. 
Art Cart - Children can fill a bag with items in The Nook to bring with them to 
worship with their families in the pews. 
Time with Children - Children of all ages are invited to experience a message just 
for them. Parent/guardians are welcome to join their children too. 
Sunday School - (Grades K-6) Second and fourth Sundays during worship time 
Following the Time with Children, children may go to Sunday School or stay in the 
sanctuary to worship. Children meet Sunday school teachers in the Nook.  
Nursing Mothers - You may nurse wherever you like. There is also a reserved 
Nursing Room available near the Library area. 

mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
mailto:mollyreko@comcast.net
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81990390338?pwd=UzMrS3lTWXF0T2VtMG5JOG1WclRYdz09
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com


This Week’s Calendar 
The church office/Campus is open  Tues.-Thurs., 8am-4pm.  

The Church Library is open when the campus is open.  

Permissions and Acknowledgements: 
• Copyright and license agreements can impact our ability to always present expansive language for God 

and inclusive language for humankind. All are invited to sing or pray the words on their heart. For 
more, visit richfieldumc.org/worship. 

• “Call to Worship” and “Centering Prayer” by Rev. LeighAnn Shaw. Beu, B.J. and Mary Scifres, ed., The 
Abingdon Worship Annual 2026. © 2025 Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN. Used by permission. 74-75. 

• “Prayer of Gratitude” © 2026 David S. Bell; reprinted with permission from davidsbell.org. 
• Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide. 

• Lyrics published by special permission, public domain, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A704105, or 
CCS WORSHIPcast License #8155. 

Richfield United Methodist Church 
5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Mpls., MN 55419 

612-861-6086 | richfieldumc.org | Facebook 
Email List: richfieldumc.org/email | Give: richfieldumc.org/give 
Worship Livestream and Subscribe: youtube.com/richfieldumc  

Stay informed, be involved, and get invitational  
 

Richfield UMC gathers on Dakota land. More at richfieldumc.org/land. 

Sunday, March 29, 2026 Palm Sunday 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
 

Monday, March 30, 2026 
 

Tuesday, March 31, 2026 
  9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
10:30 am-1:30 pm  Open Gym: Walking 
  5:00 pm Parish Companion Meeting 
 

Wednesday, April 01, 2026 
  9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
  3:15 pm Committee on Enhancing Connections 
 and Building Community 
  6:15 pm Youth Group 
  7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
  9:00 pm Night Owl Bible Study 

Thursday, April 02, 2026 
10:30 am-1:30 pm  Open Gym: Walking 
  7:00 pm  Maundy Thursday Worship 
 Service at Portland Avenue 
 UMC (8000 Portland Ave, 
 Bloomington, MN) 
 

Friday, April 03, 2026 
  5:30 pm Soup Supper 
  6:30 pm Good Friday Worship Service 
 

Saturday, April 04, 2026 
  8:30 am Men’s Group 
10:30 am Saturday Covenant Group 
 

Sunday, April 05, 2026 Easter Day 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
  7:00 pm Pub Theology 

We thank those who help make this worship a ministry of grace: 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
Staff: Rev. Nate Melcher, Kay Bergeland, Kathy Gertsema, Pat Noonan, Linda Schmidt, 
Becca Whitaker, Victor Zupanc 
Today’s Musicians: Cancel Choir, Brad Gardner, Sonja Gustafson 
Liturgist today: Sarah Callahan, Ann Johnson, Jen Pacyga 
Tech Crew today: Linda Blomsness, Rev. Bill Johnson, TY Moore  

Please let the church office know if you or someone from the church is hospitalized 
or immediately pre or post hospitalization. The pastoral care team is available to 
extend care and provide support in times of need. The Parish Minister for the week 
of March 29 is Gretta Thorson. 

http://richfieldumc.org/worship
http://facebook.com/richfieldunitedmethodistchurch
https://richfieldumc.org/email
https://richfieldumc.org/give
http://youtube.com/richfieldumc
https://richfieldumc.org/land

