
Bold = in unison                  * Rise in body and/or spirit  
 
 ENTRANCE 
 
Prelude  Gigue from Partita No. 2            Luke Baker-Trinity 
 by J. S. Bach    Groth Scholarship Recipient 

  
Welcome                                                                                       Rev. Nate Melcher 
 
Call to Worship*                             

 
The Spirit is here, 

inviting us to worship. 

The Spirit is here, 

in each of our lives. 
The Spirit is here, 

in our gathered community. 

The Spirit is here, 

guiding us together in love, peace, and so much more. 

June 28, 2026 at 9:30 am 
Rainbow Sunday / Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 



Gathering Hymn* “We Are the Church”                 UM Hymnal 558    
 verses 1, 2, and 4 
 

Refrain: 
 I am the church! You are the church! 
 We are the church together! 
 All who follow Jesus, all around the world! 
 Yes, we're the church together! 
 

1. The church is not a building, 
 the church is not a steeple, 
 the church is not a resting place, 
 the church is a people. (Refrain) 
 

2. We're many kinds of people, 
 with many kinds of faces, 
 all colors and all ages, too, 
 from all times and places. (Refrain) 
 

4. And when the people gather, 
 there's singing and there's praying, 
 there's laughing and there's crying 
 sometimes, all of it saying: (Refrain) 

 
Centering Prayer  
 

Speak to us, Spirit of wisdom and truth, as we worship today. Bind us 
together into a community of love and peace. Live and move in our lives, 
that we may grow in your Spirit, deepen our faithfulness, and display 
what you have planted in our souls: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Hear us now in our 
Breakthrough Prayer… 

 
Breakthrough Prayer 
 

Loving God of all, renew our hearts and minds. 
Reveal your wildest dreams, break through to each of us. 
Unite us in your vision, equip us for your work. 
Transform us by your song, create our harmony. 
May we embrace your future, and be your loving church. Amen. 

 

Please join your church in praying the Breakthrough Prayer daily at 8:35.  
 
Time with Children                                                 Becca Whitaker 
 
Sharing the Peace 

  

May the peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
 

Please greet your neighbor here - & online - with mutual signs of peace. 
 
Lighting Our Conflux Candles 
 

You are invited to safely light a candle or lamp to celebrate  
the moments this week when your life’s journey met God’s heart. 



Celebration Music “Jesus Loves Me”                     Sonja Gustafson                                          
 Fred Bock          
 

Celebrating Our Conflux Moments  
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

Scripture in Context   
 
Scripture Reading Galatians 5:22-26 

 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against things like 
this. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the self with its passions 
and its desires. 
 
If we live by the Spirit, let’s follow the Spirit. Let’s not become arrogant, make 
each other angry, or be jealous of each other. 
 
The Living Word of God. Living in the people of God.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon “Which spiritual practice is right for me?”    Rev. Nate Melcher  
 “So Many Questions” Worship Series 4 of 14 
 
Responsive Hymn “What Does the Lord Require of You”    TFWS Hymnal 2174 
 

What does the Lord require of you? What does the Lord require of you? 2x 
Justice, kindness, walk humbly with God. 2x 
To seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with God. 2x 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our God, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever. Amen. 

 



Milestones and Miracles “God Grant You Many Years” 
 arr. by Steve Blons 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Faith, Justice, and Joy as the Church 
 
Sharing Our Gifts 
 

Your gift in-person, by mail or phone, or online at richfieldumc.org/give 
supports the ministry, outreach, and operations of your church.  

Thank you for your extravagant generosity.                      
 
Offertory  Largo                Luke Baker-Trinity 
 Veracini, arr. Corti 
 
 THANKSGIVING 
 
Doxology*                                                                                 UM Hymnal 94 
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  

Prayer of Gratitude* 
 

God of unity, in Christ, we are all one. As we bring our gifts to you, may 

they reflect the inclusiveness of your love, breaking down barriers and 

building bridges. Use these offerings to foster unity and equality in our 
church, our community, and our world. In your holy name, Amen.  

 

 

http://richfieldumc.org/give


SENDING FORTH 
 
Sending Hymn*  “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing”  UM Hymnal 400 
 

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
 Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
 Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 
2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 
3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 
 Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
 here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
 

Benediction* 
 

...And until we meet again,  
let us live in faith, justice, and joy! Amen. 

 
Postlude  Toccata           Sonja Gustafson 
 by David H. Hegarty 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship is over. Service begins.  
Go forth as Richfield United Methodist Church. 

 
Welcome Groth Scholarship Recipient, Luke Baker-Trinity 
Luke graduated from Mounds View High School.  He will be attending Lawrence 
Conservatory in Appleton, WI, majoring in violin performance. Luke enjoys 
chamber music and hopes to play in a professional orchestra after college. 

Hello, guests! Welcome to worship as Richfield UMC. It's a big step to come 
to a new church and we're glad you're here. If you have questions, please ask 
any church member, and we hope you have a good experience.  



Today, Sunday, June 28 
Rainbow Sunday (and Milestones & Miracles)  
 

God designs by diversity and we give thanks for God’s expansive love for all people. 
Thanks to those who are wearing bright colors, bold patterns, and/or many colors as we 
gather for worship today. Today is also Milestones & Miracles Sunday and we want to 
celebrate the recent milestones in your life. All who have recently had a birthday, 
anniversary, retirement, new job, or other live event worth celebrating will be invited 
to share their news in worship and we will celebrate with you! 
 

In Two Weeks 
Worship at the Lake Harriet Bandshell on July 12 at 10:00 am (note special time) 
 

Bring a friend or neighbor and get closer to God in this beautiful outdoor setting. 
Music provided by the Living Waters Band – guaranteed songs you will know! 

There are benches or you can bring your lawn chair or blanket. 

There is no worship on campus this day; there will be a special worship reprise online at 
our regular 9:30 am time. 
 

“So Many Questions” Worship Series Continues 
 

Pastor Nate’s summer sermons are based on your questions about God, faith, church, 
the Bible, and life. Below are some upcoming questions and dates. Please let your 
friends know this is a church where questions are welcome. 
June 28 Which spiritual practice is right for me? 
July 5  Why should I love my enemies? 
July 12  Who's gonna clean up this mess?! 
July 19  What do I do with violence in the Bible? 
July 26 How can I find joy in the midst of despair? 
 

Special Music in Worship this Summer 
 

The Chester E. and Marion D. Groth Scholarship for 2026-2027 were awarded this spring 
and the talented student recipients will be sharing their gifts in worship. During worship 
this summer we welcome the following scholarship recipients: 
June 28 Luke Baker-Trinity, violin 
July 19 Jerusha Carmichael Burdette, voice 
July 26 Rebecca Hall, violin 
August 2 Gabriella Chau, voice 
August 9 Kalina Lee, oboe 
 

Mission Project Sewing | Friday, July 24, from 4:00 pm to 7:30 pm 
 

Join this summer in helping others through sewing mission projects. This special evening 
brings together mission-minded sewers to create some of the most needed hand-sewn 
items that go directly into Midwest Mission. With instruction, participants will cut 
materials for and sew Feminine Hygiene Pads and one-handled cloth bags. Whether 
you’re experienced or not, there’s a job for you. Come with your desire to help others 
and enjoy this opportunity to sew together in fellowship with others. Light snacks 
provided. 
 

Teen D&D is back Tuesdays in July 
 

If they’d like, your teens will have the chance to run a session. If your child would like 
to participate or run a game, please email Becca at bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org, space 
is limited. Time: 6:15 pm to 9:15 pm Dates: 7/7, 7/14, 7/21, and 7/28. 
 

RICHFIELD UMC NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org


An Everyday Prayer Life Is for Everyone 
May we devote time and energy to God and neighbor and pray every day for: 
• People in need of a loving church home. 
• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 
• The babies and toddlers who are cared for each weekday by CFC (Caring For 

Children, the early learning ministry at the church) and their families. 
Our prayers are a beautiful expression of care and solidarity for each other. 
We pray in celebration and gratitude. 

We pray for those who seek healing: Caroline Riley, Pat Robertson, Sally Knutson, 
Nick Olson, Wes Mellgren, Nathan, son of Dorothy Holland, Phyllis Killam, Ron 
Doncavage, Eric, nephew of Lori Claussen, Christopher, brother of Michele 
Wegscheid, Pat Noonan, Marilyn Dodge, Bob Mills, Shar Salisbury, John Darling, Jim 
Vetsch, Agnes Danzl, and Laurel Lien. 

We pray for those who seek comfort: SuzAnn Tarvin, Phyllis Olson, Dorothy DeFreese, 
and Paula Milani. 

We pray for those who grieve: 

• The family, especially daughter Chantel, and friends of Kathy Gertsema who died 
on June 19. 

• SK and Susan Johnson in the death of their sister-in-law, Libby. 

We pray for our neighbors and for all in the RUMC community.  

Please call the church office to be included in any of the prayers of our church. 

Ongoing and Open 
  

1st Mondays, 1:30 pm | Women Who Read 
Note date change for the July meeting to the second Monday.  
To join by Zoom, email Fern wfalbertson@gmail.com.  The next meeting is July 13, 
2026. The book to read and discuss is The Secret Life of Sunflowers by Marta Molnar. 
If you are a woman who enjoys good books and thoughtful discussion, then consider 
joining fellow readers for Women Who Read.   

 
Tuesdays, 9:30 am | Women’s Bible Study 

       Contact Molly Reko, mollyreko@comcast.net, to get connected. 
 
Wednesdays, 9:00 am | Men’s Bible Study 

Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 
 
Saturdays, 8:30 am | Men’s Support Group 

Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Families with Young Children are always welcome in worship! 
Here are some options to help your family have a good experience when worshiping in 
the Sanctuary: 

The Nook - A space connected to the Sanctuary for having a quiet or wiggly moment. 
Art Cart - Children can fill a bag with items in The Nook to bring with them to 
worship with their families in the pews. 
Time with Children - Children of all ages are invited to experience a message just 
for them. Parent/guardians are welcome to join their children too. 
Sunday School - (Grades K-6) September – May 
Nursing Mothers - You may nurse wherever you like. There is also a reserved Nursing 
Room available near the Library area. 

mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
mailto:mollyreko@comcast.net
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com
mailto:kentjmn@gmail.com


This Week’s Calendar 
The church office/Campus is open  Tues.-Thurs., 8am-4pm.  

The Church Library is open when the campus is open.  

Permissions and Acknowledgements: 
• Copyright and license agreements can impact our ability to always present expansive language for God 

and inclusive language for humankind. All are invited to sing or pray the words on their heart. For 
more, visit richfieldumc.org/worship. 

• “Call to Worship” and “Centering Prayer” by Rev. Mary Scifres. Beu, B.J. and Mary Scifres, ed., The 
Abingdon Worship Annual 2022. © 2021 Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN. Used by permission. 155-156. 

• “Prayer of Gratitude” © 2026 David S. Bell; reprinted with permission from davidsbell.org. 
• Scripture quotations are from the COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE. © Copyright 2011 COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. (www.CommonEnglishBible.com). 
• Lyrics published by special permission, public domain, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A704105, or 

CCS WORSHIPcast License #8155. 

Richfield United Methodist Church 
5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Mpls., MN 55419 

612-861-6086 | richfieldumc.org | Facebook 
Email List: richfieldumc.org/email | Give: richfieldumc.org/give 
Worship Livestream and Subscribe: youtube.com/richfieldumc  

Stay informed, be involved, and get invitational  
 

Richfield UMC gathers on Dakota land. More at richfieldumc.org/land. 

Sunday, June 28, 2026 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
 
Monday, June 29, 2026 
 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026 
  9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
 
Wednesday, July 01, 2026 
  9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
 
Thursday, July 02, 2026 

Friday, July 03, 2026 
Campus Closed-Independence Day 
Observed 
 
Saturday, July 04, 2026 
Campus Closed 
  8:30 am Men’s Group 
10:30 am Saturday Covenant Group 
 
Sunday, July 05, 2026 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
 

We thank those who help make this worship a ministry of grace: 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
Staff: Rev. Nate Melcher, Kay Bergeland, Sonja Gustafson, Pat Noonan, Linda Schmidt, 
Becca Whitaker, Victor Zupanc 
Musicians today: Luke Baker-Trinity, Sonja Gustafson 
Tech Crew today: TY Moore, Rev. Bill Johnson, Michele Wegscheid   

Please let the church office know if you or someone from the church is hospitalized or 
immediately pre or post hospitalization. The pastoral care team is available to extend 
care and provide support in times of need. The Parish Minister for the week of June 28 
is Jerry Schilling. 

http://richfieldumc.org/worship
http://www.commonenglishbible.com/
http://facebook.com/richfieldunitedmethodistchurch
https://richfieldumc.org/email
https://richfieldumc.org/give
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