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Bold = in unison * Rise in body or spirit

ENTRANCE
Prelude “Blowin’ In the Wind”

by Bob Dylan
Welcome Rev. Nate Melcher
Gathering Hymn* “Lift Every Voice and Sing”

by James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond Johnson

1. Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring,
ring with the harmonies of liberty;
let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies,
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.

2. Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod,
felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered;
we have come, treading our path thru the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

The LorD’s Prayer*

Our God, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.



Time with Children Becca Whitaker

Sharing the Peace
May the peace of God be with you. And also with you.
Please greet your neighbor with a mutual sign of peace.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

Reflection Music “This Train Is Bound for Glory”
traditional

Scripture in Context
Gospel Reading Matthew 25:31-46 Gail Johnson

“Now when the Son of Man comes in his majesty and all his angels are with
him, he will sit on his majestic throne. All the nations will be gathered in
front of him. He will separate them from each other, just as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right side.
But the goats he will put on his left.

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who will receive
good things from my Creator. Inherit the kinﬁdom that was prepared for
you before the world began. | was hungry and you gave me food to eat. |
was thirsty and you gave me a drink. | was a stranger and you welcomed
me. | was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. | was sick and you took
care of me. | was in prison and you visited me.’

“Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we see
you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to
wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’

“Then the king will reply to them, ‘| assure you that when you have done it
gor one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it
or me.’

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me, you who will
receive terrible things. Go into the unending fire that has been prepared
for the devil and his angels. | was hungry and you didn’t give me food to
eat. | was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to drink. | was a stranger
and you didn’t welcome me. | was naked and you didn’t give me clothes to
wear. | was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’



“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t do anything to help
you?’ Then he will answer, ‘I assure you that when you haven’t done it for
one of the least of these, you haven’t done it for me.” And they will go away
into eternal punishment. But the righteous ones will go into eternal life.”

Hear what the Holy Spirit is speaking to us in these words.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon “Who’s gonna clean up this mess?!”  Rev. Nate Melcher
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Faith, Justice, and Joy as the Church
Sharing Our Gifts

The freewill offering collected today
will be used solely to defray the expenses of this service.

All remaining funds will be given to the Minneapolis Crisis Nursery.
Any envelopes or checks designating specific faith communities
will be forwarded to the named organization.

Thank you for your generosity!

Offertory “This Land Is Your Land”

by Woody Guthrie
THANKSGIVING

Prayer of Gratitude / Breakthrough Prayer

Loving God of all, renew our hearts and minds.

Reveal your wildest dreams, break through to each of us.

Unite us in your vision, equip us for your work.

Transform us by your song, create our harmony.

May we embrace your future, and be your loving church. Amen.

Please join your church in praying the Breakthrough Prayer daily at 8:35.



SENDING FORTH

Sending Hymn* “We Shall Overcome”
spiritual

1. We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome someday!
Oh, deep in my heart | do believe we shall overcome someday!

2. We'll walk hand in hand.
3. We shall all be free.
4. We shall live in peace.

Benediction*

...And until we meet again,
let us live in faith, justice, and joy! Amen.

Postlude “Imagine”
by John Lennon

Worship is over. Service begins.
Go forth as Richfield United Methodist Church.



RICHFIELD UMC NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can help today! Woven Sleeping Mats

Look for the loom by the stage and after worship come to learn and help.
In collaboration with Midwest Mission we are making Plarn Sleeping Mats. Plarn is
plastic yarn made out of plastic grocery bags. The Sleeping Mats are sent locally
and internationally to be used for those who need a barrier from the hard ground
during disaster relief efforts, for the homeless, and for temporary sleeping
arrangements.

Summer Worship Series: “SO MANY QUESTIONS” Continues Next Sunday

Hgbrid: In-Person (Sanctuary) and Online at 9:30 am

5835 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls | richfieldumc.org
This popular series based on your submitted questions about God, faith, church, the
Bible, and life continues all summer long. The remaining “So Many Questions”
topics are:

July 19 What do | do with violence in the Bible?

July 26 How can | find joy in the midst of despair?

August 2 Will God forgive me?

August 9 What do | do with the supernatural parts of the Bible?
August 16 How do | know if God answers my prayers?

August 23 What if | feel like a failure?

August 30  What is deconstruction and reconstruction of faith?
September 6 Where do | learn about God?

Mission Project Sewing

Friday, July 24, from 4:00 pm to 7:30 ﬁm
Join this summer in helping others through sewing mission projects. This special
evening brings together mission-minded sewers to create some of the most needed
hand-sewn items that go directly into Midwest Mission. With instruction,
participants will cut materials for and sew Feminine Hygiene Pads and one-handled
cloth bags. Whether you’re experienced or not, there’s a job for you. Come with
your desire to help others and ergjjoy this opportunity to sew together in fellowship
with others. Light snacks provided.

Music For Justice Concert: Grace Weitzel, Violinist

July 30 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Groth Scholar Grace Weitzel shares her musical gifts on the violin for this excellent
recital open to the public. She'll offer several powerful pieces, including Violin
Concerto in d minor op. 47 by Jean Sibelius and "Estrellita” by Manuel Ponce
(arranged by Heifetz). A freewill offering supports immigrant neighbor relief and
local mutual aid causes. Please save the date, bring a friend, and enjoy amazing
music that supports your neighbors in a time of need.

Coffee with the Pastor | Sign up all summer: calendly.com/natemelcher
Meet with Pastor Nate to catch-up, reconnect, and pray. Sign up with the calendar
link (if you cannot go online, please call the office, 612-861-6086) for a meeting at
the church campus throughout the summer. Let’s have a great cup of coffee and

connect!

Craft and Vendor Fair
Saturday November 7, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. If you have crafts that you would
like to donate we will start collecting them in October. If you or someone you know
is interested in a table please let us know. For more information on donating items
or getting a table please contact Toni Locke at 612-840-9797 or
email toni@ggrreegg.com or Rhonda Olson email rhonda.s.olson@gmail.com
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Teen D&D is on Tuesdays in July
If they’d like, your teens will have the chance to run a session. If your child would
like to participate or run aéame, please email Becca at bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org,
space is limited. Time: 6:15 pm to 9:15 pm Dates: 7/14, 7/21, and 7/28.

Ongoing and Open Groups

1st Mondays, 1:30 pm | Women Who Read

If you are a woman who enjoys good books and thoughtful discussion, then consider
joining fellow readers for Women Who Read. To join by Zoom, email Fern wfalbert-
son@gmail.com. The next meetings and books to discuss are:

July 13, The Secret Life of Sunflowers by Marta Molnar

August 3, The Guncle Abroad by Steven Rowley

September 14, Mrs. Endicott’s Splendid Adventure by Rhys Bowen

Please note that the meetings in July and September will be on the second Mondays.

Tuesdays, 9:30 am | Women’s Bible Study
Contact Molly Reko, mollyreko@comcast.net, to get connected.

Wednesdays, 9:00 am | Men’s Bible Study
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjimn@gmail.com, to get connected.

Saturdays, 8:30 am | Men’s Support Group
Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected.

An Everyday Prayer Life Is for Everyone

May we devote time and energy to God and neighbor and pray every day for:

e People in need of a loving church home.

e Our church’s journey toward vitality.

e The babies and toddlers who are cared for each weekday by CFC (Caring For
Children, the early learning ministry at the church) and their families.

Our prayers are a beautiful expression of care and solidarity for each other.

We pray in celebration and gratitude.

We pray for those who seek healing: Caroline Riley, Nick Olson, Wes Mellgren,
Nathan, son of Dorothy Holland, Phyllis Killam, Ron Doncavage, Eric, nephew of Lori
Claussen, Christopher, brother of Michele Wegscheid, Pat Noonan, Marilyn Dodge,
Bob Mills, Shar Salisbury, John Darling, Jim Vetsch, Agnes Danzl, and Laurel Lien.

We pray for those who seek comfort: Mark Bosch, SuzAnn Tarvin, Phyllis Olson,
Dorothy DeFreese, and Paula Milani.

We pray for those who grieve.
We pray for our neighbors and for all in the RUMC community.
Please call the church office to be included in any of the prayers of our church.

Please let the church office know if you or someone from the church is
hospitalized or immediately pre or post hospitalization. The pastoral care team is
available to extend care and provide support in times of need. The Parish
Minister for the week of July 12 is Pat Norton.
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Celebrating
Summer Sundays!
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2026 Calendar

July 12 Richfield United Methodist Church

July 19 Grace-Trinity Community Church

July 26 Bethlehem Lutheran Church

August 2 St. John’s Episcopal Church

August 9  St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community

August16  Lake Harriet Spiritual Community

August 23 Lynnhurst UCC

August 30  Church of Christ the King/St. Thomas the Apostle

We thank those who help make this worship a ministry of grace:
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation
Musicians: Reid Rejsa, guitar
Kevin Schunk, drums
Greg Locke, bass
Nate Melcher, ukulele
Victor Zupanc, piano
Liturgists: Gail Johnson, Rev. Nate Melcher, Becca Whitaker
Tech Crew: TY Moore, Steve Warner

Permissions and Acknowledgements:

e (Copyright and license agreements can impact our ability to always present expansive language for
God and inclusive lanclguage for humankind. All are invited to sing or pray the words on their heart.
For more, visit richfieldumc.org/worship.

e  Scripture quotations from the COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE. © Copyright 2011 COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. (www.CommonEnglishBible.com).

e  Lyrics published by special permission, public domain, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A704105, or
CCS WORSHIPcast License #8155.

Richfield United Methodist Church
5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Mpls., MN 55419
612-861-6086 | richfieldumc.org | Facebook
Email List: richfieldumc.org/email | Give: richfieldumc.org/give
Worshig Livestream and Subscribe: youtube.com/richfieldumc
tay informed, be involved, and get invitational

Richfield UMC gathers on Dakota land. More at richfieldumc.org/land.
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