
Bold = in unison        * Rise in body and/or spirit  
 
 ENTRANCE 
 
Prelude             Kalina Lee 
   Groth Scholarship Recipient 
 
Welcome                                                                       Rev. Wayne Albertson 
 
Call to Worship*                     Doris Townsend 

 

As the sun rises in the morning, 

let all creation worship God. 
From the highest mountains to the deepest seas, 

let all creation proclaim the name of the Lord. 

God alone makes all things new. 

All praise, glory, and honor be yours, forever. 

August 9, 2026 at 9:30 am 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 



Gathering Hymn* “Children of the Heavenly Father”       UM Hymnal 141 
 

1. Children of the heavenly Father [Maker] 
 safely in his bosom gather; 
 nestling bird nor star in heaven 
 such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

2. God his own doth tend and nourish; 
 in his holy courts they flourish; 
 from all evil things he spares them; 
 in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

3. Neither life nor death shall ever 
 from the Lord his children sever; 
 unto them his grace he showeth, 
 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4. Though he giveth or he taketh, 
 God his children ne'er forsaketh; 
 his the loving purpose solely 
 to preserve them pure and holy. 

 
Centering Prayer  
 

Gracious and loving God, you meet us where we are. We gather together 
from many walks of life, but we are unified as one heart in the body of 
Christ. In our time of worship: open our ears to hear your voice; open 
our eyes to see your glory; open our minds to receive your word; open 
our hearts to perceive your presence. Hear us now in our Breakthrough 
Prayer… 

 
Breakthrough Prayer 
 

Loving God of all, renew our hearts and minds. 
Reveal your wildest dreams, break through to each of us. 
Unite us in your vision, equip us for your work. 
Transform us by your song, create our harmony. 
May we embrace your future, and be your loving church. Amen. 

 

Please join your church in praying the Breakthrough Prayer daily at 8:35.  
 
Time with Children                                                   Susan Johnson   
 
Sharing the Peace 

  

May the peace of God be with you.  
And also with you. 

 

Please greet your neighbor here - & online - with mutual signs of peace. 
 
Lighting Our Conflux Candles 
 

You are invited to safely light a candle or lamp to celebrate  
the moments this week when your life’s journey met God’s heart. 



Celebration Music “Get Together”                          Victor Zupanc                                          
 by The Youngbloods          
 
Celebrating Our Conflux Moments  
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

Scripture in Context   
 
Scripture Reading Isaiah 40:3-5, Revelation 21:1-6a 

 

A voice is crying out: 
“Clear the Lord’s way in the desert! 
    Make a level highway in the wilderness for our God! 
Every valley will be raised up, 
    and every mountain and hill will be flattened. 
    Uneven ground will become level, 
    and rough terrain a valley plain. 
The Lord’s glory will appear, 
    and all humanity will see it together; 
    the Lord’s mouth has commanded it.” 
 

*** 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the 
former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. I saw the holy city, 
New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne say, 
“Look! God’s dwelling is here with humankind. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his peoples. God himself will be with them as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more. There will be no 
mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” Then the one seated on the throne said, “Look! I’m making all things 
new.” He also said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.” Then he said to me, “All is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end.”  
 

May God grant us understanding in this reading. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon “What do I do with the supernatural parts of the Bible?”  

Rev. Wayne Albertson  
 “So Many Questions” Worship Series 10 of 14 
 
Responsive Hymn “Jesu, Jesu”                    UM Hymnal 432 
 verse 2 

 

Refrain: 
 Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love,  
 show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

2. Neighbors are rich and poor, 
 neighbors are black and white, 
 neighbors are near and far away. (Refrain) 

 



Prayers of the People 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us, not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Faith, Justice, and Joy as the Church 
 
Sharing Our Gifts 
 

Your gift in-person, by mail or phone, or online at richfieldumc.org/give 
supports the ministry, outreach, and operations of your church.  

Thank you for your extravagant generosity.                      
 
Offertory  “How Great Thou Art”                      UM Hymnal 77 
 verses 1-2 
 

1. O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder 
 consider all the worlds thy hand have made, 
 I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
 thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 

Refrain: 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 
 how great thou art, how great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 
 how great thou art, how great thou art! 
 

2. When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
 and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
 and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain] 

 

 THANKSGIVING 
 

Doxology*                                                                                 UM Hymnal 94 
  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

http://richfieldumc.org/give


Prayer of Gratitude* 
 

God of new beginnings, you promise a new heaven and a new earth. As we 
give today, we pray that these gifts infuse peace, justice, and love for all. 
May our offerings be a step towards the vision of renewal that you have set 
before us. Through the power of your Son, we pray. Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 

Sending Hymn*  “My Hope Is Built”                     UM Hymnal 368 
 verses 1, 3, and 4 
 

1. My hope is built on nothing less 
 than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
 I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
 but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 

Refrain: 
 On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
 all other ground is sinking sand; 
 all other ground is sinking sand. 
 

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood 
 supports me in the whelming flood. 
 When all around my soul gives way, 
 he then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain] 
 

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
 O may I then in him be found! 
 Dressed in his righteousness alone, 
 faultless to stand before the throne! [Refrain] 
 

Benediction* 
 

...And until we meet again,  
let us live in faith, justice, and joy! Amen. 

 

Postlude                                      Kalina Lee 
  Groth Scholarship Recipient 

  
  

Worship is over. Service begins.  
Go forth as Richfield United Methodist Church. 

 
Welcome Groth Scholarship Recipient, Kalina Lee 
Kalina Lee will be a Senior at Oberlin Conservatory of Music, Oberlin, OH. She 
studies Oboe Performance.  Kalina is a graduate of United Christian Academy, 
Bloomington, MN.   

Hello, guests! Welcome to worship as Richfield UMC. It's a big step to come 
to a new church and we're glad you're here. If you have questions, please ask 
any church member, and we hope you have a good experience.  



Summer Worship Series: “SO MANY QUESTIONS” 
 

This popular series based on your submitted questions about God, faith, church, the 
Bible, and life continues all summer long. Upcoming “So Many Questions” topics are:  

August 9 What do I do with the supernatural parts of the Bible?  
 with guest preacher, Rev. Wayne Albertson 
August 16 How do I know if God answers my prayers?  
 with guest preacher, Rev. Jerad Morey 
August 23 What if I feel like a failure?  
 with wisdom from many of our retired clergy and Pastor Nate. 

 

Special Music in Worship this Summer 
 

The Chester E. and Marion D. Groth Scholarship for 2026-2027 were awarded this spring 
and the talented student recipients will be sharing their gifts in worship. Welcome the 
final scholarship recipient of the season:       

August 9 Kalina Lee, oboe 
 

“It’s time to sign up for One-Day Camp VBS! 
Camp VBS: Jesus is Our Peace  
 

Monday, August 24th, 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm 
We’ll have fun learning a Bible verse, making crafts, experiencing new activities, and 
enjoying a special snack! Camp is open to children Pre-K through children entering 5th 
grade. The fee to participate is $10 per child with a $30 per family maximum. Please 
pay by check made out to “Richfield United Methodist Church” or pay with cash.  
Contact Becca at bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org to receive the registration link for 
participants, to volunteer to help or if you have any questions. 
 

Fall Mission Trip to Midwest Mission | October 14-16, 2026, Jefferson, Iowa 
 

Work to show God's love in a practical way to those in need in their time of crisis. Adults 
and Youth in 6th Grade & Up are invited to participate. Please tell Gail Johnson, 
Gailjohnson417@gmail.com and/or Pastor Nate, nmelcher@richfieldumc.org if you’re 
interested or would like more information. 
 

Craft and Vendor Fair | Saturday November 7, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

If you have crafts that you would like to donate we will start collecting them in October. 
If you or someone you know is interested in a table please let us know. For more 
information on donating items or getting a table please contact Toni Locke at 612-840-
9797 or email toni@ggrreegg.com or Rhonda Olson email rhonda.s.olson@gmail.com 
 

Rally Sunday is September 13 
 

Welcome to a special Sunday to kickstart a fresh fall season as the church. All are 
invited to a worship service filled with music, prayer, preaching. All we need is you! 
Invite a friend to experience: 
• A new worship series anchoring us in the hope of God! 
• The return of Chancel Choir with new Choir Director, Dr. Josh Neuenschwander! 
• Sunday School Kick-Off! 
• Blessing of the Backpacks (and More)! 
• Photo Booth Fun for All! 
• Ice Cream Bars! 

RICHFIELD UMC NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org
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mailto:rhonda.s.olson@gmail.com


An Everyday Prayer Life Is for Everyone 
May we devote time and energy to God and neighbor and pray every day for: 
• People in need of a loving church home. 
• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 
• The babies and toddlers who are cared for each weekday by CFC (Caring For 

Children, the early learning ministry at the church) and their families. 
Our prayers are a beautiful expression of care and solidarity for each other. 
We pray in celebration and gratitude. 
We pray for those who seek healing: Pat Norton, Bill, brother of Lori Claussen, 
Caroline Riley, Wes Mellgren, Nathan, son of Dorothy Holland, Phyllis Killam, Eric, 
nephew of Lori Claussen, Christopher, brother of Michele Wegscheid, Pat Noonan, 
Marilyn Dodge, Bob Mills, Shar Salisbury, John Darling, Jim Vetsch, Agnes Danzl, and 
Laurel Lien. 
We pray for those who seek comfort: Phyllis Olson, Dorothy DeFreese, and Paula 
Milani. 
We pray for those who grieve: Brad Gardner and family in the death of Brad’s 
mother, Lola. 
We pray for our neighbors and for all in the RUMC community.  
Please call the church office to be included in any of the prayers of our church. 

Ongoing and Open 
  

1st Mondays, 1:30 pm | Women Who Read 
If you are a woman who enjoys good books and thoughtful discussion, then consider 
joining fellow readers for Women Who Read.  To join by Zoom, email Fern 
wfalbertson@gmail.com.  The next meeting and book to discuss is: 
September 14, Mrs. Endicott’s Splendid Adventure by Rhys Bowen 
Please note that the meeting in September will be on the second Monday. 
  
Tuesdays, 9:30 am | Women’s Bible Study 

This group is taking a break for the remainer of the summer.    
       Class resumes on Tuesday, September 15 
       Contact Molly Reko, mollyreko@comcast.net, to get connected. 

  
Wednesdays, 9:00 am | Men’s Bible Study 

Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 
 
Saturdays, 8:30 am | Men’s Support Group 

Contact Kent Johnson, kentjmn@gmail.com, to get connected. 

Families with Young Children are always welcome in worship! 
Here are some options to help your family have a good experience when worshiping in 
the Sanctuary: 

The Nook - A space connected to the Sanctuary for having a quiet or wiggly moment. 
Art Cart - Children can fill a bag with items in The Nook to bring with them to 
worship with their families in the pews. 
Time with Children - Children of all ages are invited to experience a message just 
for them. Parent/guardians are welcome to join their children too. 
Sunday School - (Grades K-6) September – May 
Nursing Mothers - You may nurse wherever you like. There is also a reserved Nursing 
Room available near the Library area. 
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This Week’s Calendar 
The church office/Campus is open  Tues.-Thurs., 8am-4pm.  

The Church Library is open when the campus is open.  

Permissions and Acknowledgements: 
• Copyright and license agreements can impact our ability to always present expansive language for God 

and inclusive language for humankind. All are invited to sing or pray the words on their heart. For 
more, visit richfieldumc.org/worship. 

• “Call to Worship” and “Centering Prayer” by Rev. B.J. Beu. Beu, B.J. and Mary Scifres, ed., The 
Abingdon Worship Annual 2023. © 2022 Abingdon Press, Nashville, TN. Used by permission. 192-193. 

• “Prayer of Gratitude” © 2026 David S. Bell; reprinted with permission from davidsbell.org. 
• Scripture quotations are from the COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE. © Copyright 2011 COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. (www.CommonEnglishBible.com). 
• Lyrics published by special permission, public domain, reprinted under OneLicense.net #A704105, or 

CCS WORSHIPcast License #8155. 

Richfield United Methodist Church 
5835 Lyndale Avenue S., Mpls., MN 55419 

612-861-6086 | richfieldumc.org | Facebook 
Email List: richfieldumc.org/email | Give: richfieldumc.org/give 
Worship Livestream and Subscribe: youtube.com/richfieldumc  

Stay informed, be involved, and get invitational  
 

Richfield UMC gathers on Dakota land. More at richfieldumc.org/land. 

Sunday, August 09, 2026 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
 
Monday, August 10, 2026 
 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026 
  9:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
 
Thursday, August 13, 2026 

Friday, August 14, 2026 
 
Saturday, August 15, 2026 
  8:30 am Men’s Group 
10:30 am Saturday Covenant Group 
 
Sunday, August 16, 2026 
  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service 
             (+Live streamed & archived) 
 

We thank those who help make this worship a ministry of grace: 
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation 
Staff: Rev. Nate Melcher, Kay Bergeland, Sonja Gustafson, Pat Noonan, Linda Schmidt, 
Becca Whitaker, Victor Zupanc 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Wayne Albertson 
Liturgist today: Susan Johnson, Doris Townsend 
Musicians today: Sonja Gustafson, Kalina Lee, Victor Zupanc 
Tech Crew today: Linda Blomsness, TY Moore, Michele Wegscheid   

Please let the church office know if you or someone from the church is hospitalized or 
immediately pre or post hospitalization. The pastoral care team is available to extend 
care and provide support in times of need. The Parish Minister for the week of August  
9 is Merry Rendahl. 
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