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RALLY SUNDAY IS SEPTEMBER 13 
Welcome to a special Sunday to kickstart a fresh fall 
season as the church. All are invited to a worship 
service filled with music, prayer, preaching. All we 
need is you! Invite a friend to experience: 
• A new worship series anchoring us in the hope of 

God! 
• The return of Chancel Choir with new Choir 

Director, Dr. Josh Neuenschwander! 
• Sunday School & Youth Group Registration! 
• Blessing of the Backpacks (and More)! 
• Photo Booth Fun for All! 
• Ice Cream Bars! 

CHURCH ON A STICK RALLY SUNDAY 
ICE CREAM, CONVERSATION, AND CONNECTION! 

 

The Committee on Enhancing Connection and 
Building Community would like to invite the 
congregation to “Church on a Stick” Rally 
Sunday. We will be hosting a table in the 
Commons to provide Ice Cream Bars as well 
as craft sticks with which to vote on the 
kinds of activities you would like to see 
offered at your church for the next program 
year. So, come on September 13 for Ice Cream, 
Conversation, and Connection. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 
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God bless Minnesota summers. Yes, it 
got very hot. And yes, it got sadly 
smokey. But there were several 
perfect weather days, many events in 
the community, and lots of ministry as 
a church. 
 
We’ve been busy in our missions and 

outreach. We packed 100 personal dignity kits for 
Midwest Mission and took them to Annual 
Conference along with 620 meals that we packed in 
Blessing Bags. We hosted a Beacon Interfaith Housing 
Collaborative event and a Music for Justice concert 
fundraiser for our immigrant neighbors. We put our 
artistic flair to God’s purposes with a social justice 
craft night. Doing good in God’s name is doing good 
for God’s name! 
 
We also journeyed together through so many 
questions in worship. Your wonderings about God, 
faith, church, the Bible, and life give me a window 
into the soul of the church as your pastor and they 
also fuel the trajectory of our worship series all year 
long. This summer, I ended up preaching three mini-
series of sorts. In June, we looked at questions of 
religion and spirituality. In July, we tackled tough 
topics of messy relationships today and in scripture. 
And in August, we considered subjects of personal 
growth and discipleship. Thank you for your 
questions, and I hope the responses from me and our 
guest preachers give you something fresh to reflect 
on for your life. I encourage you to please share a 
sermon that was particularly meaningful with a 
friend. Who knows? It may be just the sermon they 
need to hear today. 
 
Finally, we just plain connected. I enjoyed spending 
time with people like you after worship over coffee, 
chatting with Groth Scholar musicians and their 
accompanists in the moments before worship, and a 
few coffee meetings across the community to talk 
about life and pray. You know what I know: a church 
is a people, and connecting with new and old faces 
matters. People seek a place where they can care 
and feel cared about. God told Abram he is blessed 
to be a blessing. It’s the same for our connections 
together. Friends, you are blessed to be a blessing. 
 
All three of these summer happenings can carry our 
church well into the fall. We will continue our strong 

NATE NOTE 

mission outreach to partner with God and 
heal this beautiful, broken world. We will 
commit to worship services that anchor 
our hope in God and simultaneously give 
us respite from the world and fuel to go 
back into it. And we will keep connecting 
because that’s what communities do. 
 
This fall, I invite you to reflect on how you 
want to get involved in ministry this year. 
Is it a small group you’ve been part of for 
years? Or a Bible study you’ve been 
meaning to try? What about joining 
Chancel Choir now that Dr. Josh 
Neuenschwander is aboard as our new 
choir director, or lending a hand with our 
stalwart volunteers who have been helping 
in the business office all summer long? We 
love having greeters and readers and 
ushers for worship, too, what do you 
think? 
 
I would especially love to hear from you 
about ways we can be out in the 
community together. Pub Theology returns 
this fall, meeting at the local Pizza Luce. 
Where else can we go? What else can we 
do? Trivia night at Sandy’s Tavern? Group 
tickets to a Timberwolves game? Lots of 
smiles and good times at Penn Fest? Bible 
study at a local coffee shop? We can also 
be community in the church building and 
online. What about trying Night Owl Bible 
Study, especially if you’re up late anyway? 
Or spending time in our magnificent 
library? Or getting together to sew, sew, 
sew for Midwest Mission? You know as well 
as I do: when two or three are gathered in 
the name of Jesus, he is there! 
 
May summer end with a little less heat 
and may fall return with more than a little 
left in the tank for us to keep being an 
amazing church. I am proud to be your 
pastor. God’s blessings to you all! 

 
In Christ,  

Rev. Nate Melcher 

COFFEE WITH THE PASTOR 
 

Sign up: calendly.com/natemelcher 
 

Pastor Nate is meeting with church members like you to catch-up, reconnect, and pray. Sign up 
with the calendar link (if you cannot go online, please call the office) for a meeting at the church 
campus or nearby Starbucks. Let’s have a great cup of coffee and connect! 

https://calendly.com/natemelcher
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THE BOOK OF JOY ONLINE STUDY 
Tuesday evenings, Sept 29-Oct 27 

7:00 pm—8:15 pm, led by Gail Johnson.  
 

The Book of Joy is based on conversations with 
the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 
They offer real-life insights and practical tips for 
finding grounding and joy, even when life is hard.  
In this 5-week online study, we will talk about the 
content and how we can incorporate its 
message into our lives. Contact Gail Johnson (612-
250-1736 or gailjohnson417@gmail.com) for 
details or to get the link for the sessions.  

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS  
AT PENN FEST 

Sunday, September 20,12:00 pm-5:00 pm 
The city of Richfield closes Penn Avenue to cars 
and opens it to pedestrians for a fun afternoon. 
Come see the booths hosted by businesses and 
organizations, including Richfield UMC! This is one 
of the best ways we have to engage neighbors out 
in the community to share about our worship 
services, outreach ministry, events, and more. 
You’re encouraged to wear your Richfield UMC t-
shirt to help spread our presence.  
Go meet your neighbors, and see you at the 
Richfield UMC booth! 

PUB THEOLOGY RETURNS OCT. 4 
 

First Sundays, 7:00 pm-8:00 pm (in-person only) 
Pizza Lucé (800 W 66th St, Richfield, MN) 
Fall Gatherings: Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Dec. 6 
Pub Theology returns for drop-in discussion about 
faith, God, and life over a tasty beverage in a 
relaxed, informal atmosphere. Our church is out 
in the community to connect across the 
generations. More information: richfieldumc.org/
pubtheology 

WOMEN WHO READ (WWR) 
NEXT GAHTERING SEPT. 14 

1st Mondays of the Month, 1:30-3:00 pm, online 
by Zoom, To join by Zoom, email Fern at 
wfalbertson@gmail.com 
 

If you are a woman who enjoys good books and 
thoughtful discussion, then consider joining fellow 
readers for Women Who Read. The next meetings 
and books to discuss are: 
 

September 14, Mrs. Endicott’s Splendid Adventure 
by Rhys Bowen 

Please note that the meeting in September  
is on the second Monday. 

 

October 5, Becoming Madame Secretary by 
Stephanie Dray 
 

November 2, The Book Club for Troublesome 
Women by Marie Bostwick 
 

December 7, Theo of Golden by Allen Levi 

NIGHT OWL BIBLE STUDY  
RETURNS SEPT. 10 

New Night: Thursdays at 9:00 pm 
starting September 10 
Online-Only by Zoom Meeting ID: 
819 9039 0338 / Passcode: 5835 or 
call: (312) 626-6799 
Read and discuss the worship scripture readings 
with fellow night owls. No experience necessary. 
Come for a welcoming, drop-in experience to go 
deeper in your faith and make new connections. 
More information: richfieldumc.org/biblestudy 

YOUR NEXT FAITHFUL STEPS:  
LUNCH FOR NEW PEOPLE 

Sunday, October 4 
10:45 am-12:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall  
Please RSVP to Pastor Nate, 
nmelcher@richfieldumc.org or 612-861-6086  
You’ve participated in worship. You’ve tried an 
event or book study. Now, you’re ready to learn 
more about how you can put your faith in action 
through this new church. RSVP for a pizza lunch 
with others who are new and longtime members 
to get to know each other, share how you’d like to 
go deeper, and consider becoming a member. 
We’d love to get to know you more. 

HOW DO YOU WANT TO CONNECT AS A CHURCH? 
Our program staff and Connections Committee want to hear from you. Bible studies, small groups, 
special events, game nights and social gatherings, arts and crafts, trivia night at a local restaurant, 
sporting events, dinner parties with new and old friends, etc. Below are some upcoming opportunities 
but, you can help inspire the ways we can connect as a church community. Please contact Pastor Nate, 
Kay, Becca, or Christie Neuger from the Connections Committee with your ideas. 

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY RETURNS 
SEPT. 15 

Tuesdays, 9:30-11:00 am 
Online by Zoom or phone 
Please contact our Zoom Coordinator, Molly, at  
mollyreko@comcast.net or 612-270-4700, or 
leader, Rev. Ruth Phelps at 952-929-1595. There 
is plenty of food for thought in scripture, for as 
old as the scriptures are, they are alive with truth 
for these days.  

WEDNESDAY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Wednesdays at 9:00 am-10:00 am 
Hybrid: Grace Room and Zoom Meeting ID: 819 
9039 0338/Passcode: 5835 or call: (312) 626-6799 
Read and discuss scripture for upcoming sermons, 
or catch up on an intriguing theological video 
series. Meet in-person and get a cup of coffee or 
come online. For updates, contact Pastor Nate to 
be on the email list for participants. 

mailto:gailjohnson417@gmail.com
https://richfieldumc.org/pubtheology
https://richfieldumc.org/pubtheology
mailto:WFalbertson@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81990390338?pwd=UzMrS3lTWXF0T2VtMG5JOG1WclRYdz09
http://richfieldumc.org/biblestudy
mailto:nmelcher@richfieldumc.org
mailto:mollyreko@comcast.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81990390338?pwd=UzMrS3lTWXF0T2VtMG5JOG1WclRYdz09
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AGILITY: A One-Year Worship Series, September 2026 – May 2027 
 

You’re invited to embark on AGILITY, a one-year worship series as Richfield United Methodist 
Church. Faith calls us both deeply rooted and ready to move, confident yet curious. Following the 
teachings of Jesus is a lifelong journey of responding to the love of God through the Holy Spirit. In 
community, personal growth, and service to others, we find that God has gifted us with spiritual 
agility for life. 
 

The seven series of AGILITY invite us to be rooted and ready to move where God leads. As a church, 
we will anchor our hope in the holy, join God’s mission to heal the world, hear old stories with fresh 
perspective, rediscover the wonder of Christmas, uncover ancient truths that still speak today, try 
on new spiritual practices, and embrace God’s grace for us to begin again. All are welcome to grow 
in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world through worship, prayer, 
spiritual practices, media and book studies, and gatherings big and small with friends new and old. 
 

 Anchored in Hope  Find assurance in God’s hope to bravely face an uncertain future. 
 God’s Mission, God’s People  Share God’s love as we join together in life-changing service. 
 I Was There  Weigh the many angles of the prism of kindness and hospitality. 
 Light of the World  Rediscover wonder as the light of Jesus shines in unexpected ways. 
 I See What You Did There  Uncover surprising truths in ancient stories that speak to us today. 
 The Way  Walk in the footsteps of Jesus through classic spiritual practices. 
 Yes, and…  Say yes to the Holy Spirit and embrace the gifts God gives you. 

Fall Worship Series #1 
“Anchored in Hope”  
September 2026 

Scripture declares, “We have this hope, a sure 
and steadfast anchor of the soul.” Every day, 
ordinary people discover that hope is not 
pretending everything will be okay, but is 
trusting that God’s assuring grace and mercy are 
enough to help us take the next faithful step. 
Meet three ordinary people from the Bible who 
each discover God’s love is stronger than fear, 
and learn how anchoring your hope in God brings 
new life. 
 

Fall Worship Series #2 
“God’s Mission, God’s People”  
October 2026 

God’s mission is to build a world in which all may 
live in faith, justice, and joy. More than mere 
words, this mission reflects God’s character. We 
are called to join God’s mission by our prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness. It is both 
an honor and joy to partner with the Holy Spirit. 
Celebrate the ways God is with us, for us, and 
ahead of us, calling us into a future bigger than 
ourselves. 

Fall Worship Series #3 
“I Was There” 
November 1-22, 2026 
When you hold and turn a transparent prism, it 
refracts light in different angles, giving you fresh 
perspective. Life’s great stories have many 
angles, too, depending on your point of view. 
Through dramatic first-person monologues, 
rediscover the themes of mercy, justice, 
hospitality, and grace in the story often called 
“the parable of the good Samaritan.” Hear many 
perspectives, and consider how one story can hold 
many truths. 
 

Advent Worship Series 
“Light of the World” 
November 29 - December 20, 2026 
Journey toward Christmas as we uncover the rich 
history, culture, and theology behind the Nativity 
stories. Let us see the world by the light of Jesus 
to discover new possibilities revealed in hope, 
peace, joy, and love. This worship series is 
inspired by Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide 
to Advent: Revised and Expanded by Amy-Jill 
Levine and her accompanying video series: 
richfieldumc.org/amplify. 
* Christmas Eve worship is Thursday, December 
24, 2026 at 4:00 pm. 

WORSHIP AND SUNDAYS 

https://richfieldumc.org/amplify
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YOU KEEP US WORSHIPING ON 
SUNDAYS 

 

How can you help this fall?  
 
Volunteers make Sundays happen! Step up and 
make community happen. 
 

Keep us caffeinated. Clean-up coffee after 
worship and fellowship time. Contact Wayne 
Johnson. 
 

Keep us welcoming. Greeters are the first point 
of contact for all. Contact Mick and Marlys 
Hudson. 
 

Keep us prayerful. Liturgists are worship leaders 
who red scripture, serve Holy Communion, and 
write and deliver Prayers of the People. Contact 
Rev. Nate Melcher. 
 

Keep us accessible. Tech Crew aim cameras, add 
sound, and move slides. Contact Rev. Bill Johnson. 
 

Keep us organized. Ushers hand out bulletins and 
other hospitality items. Contact Wayne Johnson.  
 

Keep us learning. Sunday School teachers care 
for kids, read Bible stories, and lead activities. 
Contact Becca Whitaker. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR SPECIAL 
UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

September 13 Rally Sunday,  
 Blessing of the Backpacks, 
 Sunday School Begins 
September 20 Penn Fest 
September 27 Milestones and Miracles 
October 4 Blessing of the Prayer 
 Shawls 
October 11 Homecoming Sunday  
 Bible Sunday 
October 25 Commitment Sunday 
November 1 All Saints Sunday 

MILESTONES & MIRACLES 
SEPTEMBER 27 IN WORSHIP 

Your church wants to celebrate the special 

happenings in your life. Once a quarter, you’re 

invited to participate in Milestones & Miracles. 

Come on up to briefly share something special 
that’s happened in the last few months. Celebrate 

your birthday, anniversary, new job, retirement, 

or any significant milestone that brought joy into 

your life. Online worshipers can type yours in the 

comments and it will be read on your behalf. Let 
us celebrate the joy God brings in our everyday 

lives together! 

WORSHIP AND SUNDAYS 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS (AND 
MORE!) IS SEPTEMBER 13 

We carry so much of our lives with us. Backpacks 

for school, tote bags for the grocery store, laptop 

bags for work, diaper bags for our littlest ones, 

and purses, crossbody bags, and wallets for a 
night out. Bring your backpack or other item with 

you to receive a special blessing in worship. 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY IS 
NOVEMBER 1 

We will honor our dear departed friends for 
All Saints’ Sunday. Prayerfully listen to the 
Roll Call of the Saints as the bell tolls in a 
peaceful moment of gratitude for the eternal 
love of God. 

BIBLE SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 11 
 

3rd Graders and Confirmation Students will 
receive their Bibles in worship on October 11. 
Everyone is invited to bring their favorite 
Bible in support of those receiving theirs. You 
might bring your own Confirmation Bible, if 
you have it! 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 11 IN WORSHIP 

While we wear our favorite Team Colors on 
Super Bowl Sunday, we have a similar but new 
dress-up Sunday to try on for size. On October 
11, you’re encouraged to wear something 
that represents your school colors. Kids: wear 
a shirt showing off your school pride. Adults: 
wear something from your alma mater or 
favorite local school. In the fall months, many 
schools, colleges, and universities have a 
“homecoming” season. This fall, let’s have 
our own “homecoming” as a church. 

YOU’RE INVITED TO SING IN 
THE CHANCEL CHOIR 

 

Join choir members and our new choir 
director, Dr. Joshua W. Neuenschwander, this 
fall. You’re invited to join in this new season. 
Our first rehearsal is set for Thursday, 
September 10, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, as we 
prepare for Rally Sunday on September 13. All 
are welcome! 
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TIME FOR LIFE:   
LEARNING, INSPIRATION, AND FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER 

If you have any questions about Time for LIFE, please contact Parish Nurse, Kay 
Bergeland at 612-861-6086 or kbergeland@richfieldumc.org. 
 
OCTOBER 
 

Program:  America 250,  
Speaker: Doug Ohman 
Date: Tuesday, October 13 
Time: program from 1:00 - 2:00 pm, with dessert to follow 
Cost:  $10.00 for program and dessert 
RSVP:  Sign up in the Commons or call the church office by Sunday, October 11 

 
We are so excited to kick off the Time for LIFE program year when we welcome 
back one of our favorite speakers, Doug Ohman.  Come and enjoy an historic 
journey with Doug as he shares stories and photos that help tell the amazing tale 
of America's birth.  Doug will focus on the men and women who were the 
visionaries for our great country in its earliest beginnings.  The rich story of 
America will entertain and inspire each of us and help us appreciate the country 
we call home. 
 
Doug is a popular speaker, historian, photographer, and entertaining 
storyteller.  He has spent the last 30 years uncovering and bringing our nation's 
long and varied history to life in a fun and casual style.  Doug has deep Minnesota 

roots and shares over 300 presentations every year.  He has authored 16 books and has been a PBS 
TV host for 7 documentaries. 
 
NOVEMBER 
 

Program:  Travels to the Mediterranean 
Speaker: Pastor Nate Melcher 
Date:  Tuesday, November 10 
Time: program from 1:00 - 2:00 pm, with tasty Mediterranean 
treats to follow 
Cost:  $10.00 for program and food 
RSVP:  Sign up in the Commons or call the church office by 
Sunday, November 8 

 
Come hear Pastor Nate share stories, 
history, and photos from his family's 
recent trip to the Mediterranean this 
summer.  Experience the science and 
spiritual wonder of the total solar 
eclipse.  See the spectacle of 
cathedrals, like Notre Dame, where 
human ingenuity meets God's 
majesty.  Learn about Roman ruins 

dating to the time of Jesus, island settlements from the Bronze and Iron Ages, and prehistoric 
cave paintings from 27,000 years ago.   
 
This special presentation will leave us feeling deep wonder and awe, humility, and a powerful 
sense of connection to the vast universe.   
 
DECEMBER 
 

Time for LIFE Holiday Program 
Save the Date: Tuesday, December 8 
Time: 1:00 - 2:00 pm, with a special holiday dessert to follow 

mailto:kbergeland@richfieldumc.org
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We had a blast this summer with learning the Fruits of the Spirit, blowing bubbles at 
Lake Harriet, Teen D&D, and Camp VBS! It was great to see so many of your teens and 
kids participating in the summer fun! 

 

Children’s Sunday School on 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Registration Sunday is September 13 
Sunday School starts September 27 
This fall, Sunday School starts back up, we are continuing with 
the Whirl Bible lessons and more crafts. Sunday school will be 
held on the second and Fourth Sundays of the month during 
worship time following the Time with Children. Sunday School is 
held in the Little Lunch Room and is open to pre-k children who 
are potty trained all the way to 5th grade. If you would like to 
register your child up for Sunday School, please email me at 
bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org or connect with me on Rally 
Sunday.  

 

Youth Group First Thursdays of the Month 
Registration Sunday is September 13 
Youth Group starts October 1st 
Youth group is moving to Thursday nights! We will be meeting for the first 
Thursdays of each month from 6:30-7:30 in the Grace room. We have lots 
of great ideas the youth want to try this year for youth groups, including: 
PowerPoint nights, video discussions, and more board games! Youth group 
is open to children grades 6th-12th, email me at 
bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org to register. 
 

I want to thank our wonderful volunteers from this summer as well as last school year for helping 
with the success of our CYF programming. None of the events or programs  we host would be 
possible without the many wonderful volunteers who give their time to these kids. If you would 
like to learn more about volunteer opportunities or sign up to help with Sunday School, Youth 
Group or extra events, please contact me via email or in person.  
 

Calendar: 
 Sunday 09/13 Rally Sunday with Sunday School and Youth Group registration in the      
  Commons, after service 
 Sunday 09/27 Sunday School in the Little Lunch Room, after Time With Children 
 Thursday 10/01 Youth Group in the Grace Room, 6:30pm - 7:30pm 
 Sunday 10/11 Sunday School in the Little Lunch Room, after Time With Children 
 Sunday 10/25 Sunday School in the Little Lunch Room, after Time With Children 
 

-Becca Whitaker, CYF Ministries Coordinator, bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org 

CARING FOR CHILDREN 
RUMC’s Early Learning Center 

 

As we say a tearful goodbye to many of our Pre-K 
students heading off to new adventures, we look 
forward to the start of another school year. We 
are excited to welcome back our kids that left for 
summer and welcome some new friends as well. We are also looking forward to the return of our 
school year music program. Fall is such a fun time in the daycare with so many natural 
discoveries with the very evident changing of the season, and we look forward to making these 
discoveries with our littlest 
babies up to our kiddos that are 
getting ready for Kindergarten in 
the next year.  
 

Kathleen Newbauer, Director 

mailto:bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org
mailto:bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org
mailto:bwhitaker@richfieldumc.org
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MISSION TRIPS 
 

MULTI-GENERATION MIDWEST MISSION TRIP THIS FALL 
Join in the service and fun of this trip to the Iowa location of 
Midwest Mission October 14-16 (the Wednesday to Friday of MEA week).  This short and sweet 
adventure is a great way to check out all that mission travel has to offer (especially if you have 
never been on a mission trip before).  In the course of three days and two nights, we will travel to 
and from Jefferson Iowa (about 4 hours), serve in any number of ways at Midwest Mission, stay at 
First UMC Jefferson (or a local hotel), enjoy each other’s company, and even do a little exploring of 
the area.  Here are the details: 

Who: Adults of any age and youth in grade 6 and up. We have space for 20 people. 

What: At Midwest Mission they pack meals, sort donations, assemble supplies into kits, sew school 
bags and menstrual pads, repair bikes and sewing machines, weave sleeping mats, and more. 
There will be multiple opportunities, based on what they need and what you are interested in and 
able to do (sit, stand, use special skills, or learn as you go). You can sample a bit of everything or 
get deeply engaged in a favorite thing.  

Where: We will spend most of our off-time at First UMC in Jefferson. They have converted a wing 
of their church into dorm-style rooms with real beds, refurbished bath and shower rooms, a full 
kitchen for meal preparation, and an annex with nearly every arcade game you can imagine (no 
quarters needed!). 

When: We will carpool from RUMC Wednesday morning, spend Wednesday afternoon, Thursday, 
and Friday morning serving at Midwest Mission, then head back to RUMC arriving Friday evening. 

What If: We want to offer flexibility to maximize participation. Can’t travel with the group? Meet 
us there or leave when you must. Concerned about the lodging? Stay at a hotel (or check out the 
pictures Pastor Nate or Gail Johnson took when they visited). Have a different concern? Talk with 
us. 

Cost: $125 per person is expected to cover travel, lodging at First UMC, participation fees, and 
most meals.  

Interested: Talk with Pastor Nate (or Gail Johnson) and register as soon as possible. 
 

WINTER MISSION TRIP TO MIDWEST MISSION: ILLINOIS – FEB. 21-27, 2027 
We had such a good time serving God this winter, we’re already registered to return to the Midwest 
Mission location near Springfield, Illinois. We’ll stay in state-of-the-art on-site lodging and once 
again partner with Hilltop UMC in Mankato for a week of service projects and fun. Space is limited 
to 8 people, last year’s cost was $300. Contact Pastor Nate if you’re interested. 

 

MISSION PROJECT EVENING - Friday, September 18, 4:00 pm—7:00 pm 
 

Take part as we socialize while we cut, sew, weave, crochet/knit, and otherwise work on items for 
Midwest Mission. Friday, September 18, 4-7 pm, in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own tools, especially 
if you have a favorite pair.  There are usually treats in addition to great company. 
Do you prefer to work at home? There are patterns and instructions for knitting or crocheting baby 
sweaters and sewing bags or blankets available on the Midwest Mission bulletin board (near the 
restrooms).  Talk with Jen Pacyga or Barb Rogers for details. 

 

FABRIC NEEDED FOR MISSION PROJECTS 
 

We (the mission project group at RUMC) need washed flannel (pieces at least 12”x 12”) and 
material suitable for tote bags (pieces at least 15” x 30”). Bring them to church any time. You can 
leave them by the sleeping mat loom.  (Please note: We have ample supplies for weaving mats and 
do not need plastic bags at this time.) 
 
 
 

CHURCH AND SOCIETY Continued  

CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
ADDRESSING ISSUES THAT FACE SOCIETY  
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CRAFT AND VENDOR FAIR 
 

Saturday, November 7, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. If you have 
crafts that you would like to donate we will start collecting them in 
October. If you or someone you know is interested in a table please 
let us know. For more information on donating items or getting a 
table please contact Toni Locke at 612-840-9797 or 
email toni@ggrreegg.com or Rhonda Olson email rhonda.s.olson@gmail.com 

 

BAKE SALE  
 

Sunday, December 13 after the worship service. We are always looking for donations of baked 
goods. If you would like to join us on Saturday, December 12 and do your baking in the church 
kitchen we would love to see you there. More information to come in future Heartlines. Any 
questions please feel free to contact Toni Locke at 612-840-9797 or email toni@ggrreegg.com 

VEAP HYGIENE PRODUCT DRIVE (September 1-October 4, 2026) 
 
 

In 2025, we filled VEAP’s empty hygiene product shelves and they were amazed by our generosity, 
so we’re doing it again. VEAP – Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People – is one of the Twin Cities’ 
largest food pantries, providing access to healthy foods, social services, and financial assistance 
for all people and especially those in Richfield, Bloomington, and other nearby areas.  
Bring your hygiene product donations on a Sunday morning, Tuesdays—Thursdays from 9:00am to 
3:00pm, or Thursday nights from 6:30pm to 7:30pm. Use the intercom doorbell at Door 1 for 
entry. The donation depot is immediately to your left. Please bring any of the following by 
October 4: 
 

• Toothpaste 
• Toothbrushes 
• Deodorant 
• Shampoo 
 

Donations will all go to VEAP Food Shelf. Join the church in making a financial gift to 
VEAP because they can make a dollar stretch further than any of us alone. Give through the RUMC 
website at richfieldumc.org/give. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

KIDS CLOTHING AND HALLOWEEN COSTUME SWAP 
 

Children grow so quickly they nearly constantly need different clothes than the ones on-hand. ("If 
they could just stay little 'til their Carter's wear out"). At the suggestion of several church 
families and for the benefit of our neighborhood, RUMC is hosting a clothing and Halloween 
costume swap. It is an extension of the costume swap we held last year.  Here is how it works: 

October 4-9 (Sunday to Friday) people are invited to drop off gently-used and clean clothing, 
shoes, and Halloween costumes. 

Friday, October 9, volunteers will sort donations by size and put them on tables in the 
commons area (picture the holiday cookie sale). 

Saturday, October 10, from 10:00 am—12:00 pm, people are invited to come and take what 
they need. Items remaining at the end of the event will be donated to a local clothing closet. 

There are several ways you can help: 

PRAY for the success of this mission event, that we fill the needs of families in our community. 

SPREAD THE WORD tell neighbors, friends, family, people you meet in the store, about this 
event.  (Grab some postcards from church that share the details!) 

VOLUNTEER to help the afternoon of Oct. 9 to prepare for the swap, the morning of Oct. 10 as 
we welcome and assist “shoppers,” and noon on Oct. 10 as we bag up anything remaining and 
set-up for Sunday morning.   

Talk with Gail Johnson (612-250-1736 or gailjohnson417@gmail.com) for details or to help. 

• Body Wash 
• Shaving Cream 
• Menstrual Products 

• Hand Soap 
• Dish Soap 
• Dish Scrub Pads 

• Laundry Detergent 
• Household Spray Cleaners 
• Adult Diapers (all sizes) 
• Toilet Paper 

mailto:toni@ggrreegg.com
mailto:rhonda.s.olson@gmail.com
mailto:toni@ggrreegg.com
https://www.richfieldumc.org/give/
mailto:gailjohnson417@gmail.com
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RUMC LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Each of these Sower articles about 
the church library has been intended 
to increase your awareness of the 
good reading material in the library 
and your interest in checking it out 
(both literally and figuratively). This 
article addresses something 
different. As a matter of aging 
(mine), the time has come for me to 
let go of being a focal curator (e.g., 
church librarian) of its contents, and 
to invite others of our church life to 
imagine themselves or others of 
relevant interest and skill to become 
its next and creative caretaker(s). I 
would be quite willing to talk with 
anyone as to what one does in that 
role; and I will be pleased to honor 
the choices and practices one does in 
this service to RUMC’s ministry and 
mission.   I also encourage interested 
persons to speak with Rev. Melcher. 
 
I also wish to add that being our 
church’s librarian has been nigh unto 
a thrill for me.  I have greatly 
enjoyed receiving quality donations 
and searching out new and 
affordable books of interest; talking 
with members about what they read 
and why; and creating topical 
displays for supporting ministry areas 
and seasons. It has been a pleasure 
to update the library with many 
books from this century, and to trade 
out ones that are older or do not fit 
our church’s mission with ones that 
do. Our shelving of books is done 
with the intention of having quality 
books that manifest our benedictory 
hopes of living with faith, justice, 
and joy. I thank those who have 
donated or suggested books, who 
have checked out one or seventeen 
books, or have helped with re-
shelving them, preparing books with 
checkout cards, or recorded them in 
our computerized catalogue 
(LibraryThing). I thank RUMC for this 
opportunity and trust that whoever 
moves into the role finds creativity 
and purpose, satisfaction and 
enjoyment. Soli Deo Gloria. 
                                                       

       Rev. Wayne Albertson 

Kira Locke  02 
Gertie Melcher  04 
Jim Geisinger  08 
Dewitt Killam  09 
Cameron Currie  10 
Nancy Dierauer  12 

September 
Marlene Davis  13 
Vada Klint  18 
Susan Westerdahl  19 
Amy Reichenberger 19 
Jim Vetsch  20 
Pat Robertson  27 

Elliot Novak  03 
Scott Ellich  04 
Jack Exline  05 
Sandy Nelson  06 
Hannah Moland  09 
Celia Bodger  09 
Pat Norton  12 
Sue Johnson (Wayne) 16 

October 

Jason Teal  19 
Sharon Hall  20 
Dale Olson  20 
Phil Williams  22 
Deanna Wichman 22 
Tanner Nelson  22 
SK Johnson  27 
Sue Burmeister  28 

HAPPY SEPT. & OCT. BIRTHDAYS 

AN EVERYDAY PRAYER LIFE IS FOR 
EVERYONE 

Pray every day for: 
• People in need of a loving church home. 
• Our church’s journey toward vitality. 
• The children who are cared on weekdays by CFC (Caring 

For Children early learning ministry) and their families. 
We pray in celebration and gratitude. 
We pray for those who grieve:  
• The family and friends of SuzAnn Tarvin who died on 

July 9, 2026. 
• The family and friends of Mark Bosch who died on July 

11, 2026 
• Brad Gardner and family in the death of Brad’s mother, 

Lola.  

SAVE THE DATE: “ALL OF ME” 
STORYTELLING EVENT  

   ON NOVEMBER 12 
Rev. Jean Carlos Diaz from NEON / The Wesley Foundation 
at the University of Minnesota has invited our church to 
attend their next student storytelling event. “All of Me” 
focuses on intersectional stories that reflect the many ways 
God’s love is revealed in our life stories. 

WE’RE GOING TO A TIMBERWOLVES GAME! 
Date to be announced 

The Minnesota Timberwolves are gearing up for a new sea-
son of NBA basketball and we’re going. We’ve secured a 
group ticket rate and will reach out once we confirm our 
home game and ticket price. Our church needs at least 10 
tickets to get the group rate and if we have enough sign-
ups, we’ll be eligible for bonus fan experiences, such as a 
courtside group photo. Let’s go, Wolves!   
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A WORD ABOUT CONNECTIONS 
 

The Committee on Enhancing Connections and Building 
Community is a group that formed to help a post-COVID 
congregation come back together in meaningful and lasting ways. 
We are an ad hoc committee, founded just to work on this one 
task of supporting a sense of community within the congregation. 
Recently, we found ourselves asking each other why we joined 
this committee. Why is it so important to us, the members, to do 
this work? Three of our responses are printed below. They are 
representative of the kind of commitment we all carry. 

 
“Why did I join?  What do I want other church members to get 
from it?  I joined the "connections committee" because I was 
invited to be part of this group that was asked to put their 
heads together to come up with some ideas about 
strengthening/enhancing a shared, connected church 
community.  We looked at ways to encourage church 
members/friends to have a greater sense of belonging, to 
better know each other, through spiritual and social 
means.  The committee offered and followed through on 
these ideas with some successes.  What I found personally 
through joining this committee was that being face to face 
with others, who also wanted to help, allowed me to know 
and care about, not only our work, but each other in a deeper 
and more meaningful way. It has been a pleasure to be part 
of this group and to make deeper friendships with each 
member of the committee.  I would encourage others who are 
a part of RUMC to be open to joining a group, committee, or 
fellowship and to allow themselves to make deeper 
connections while being of service to our church and growing 
spiritually through the love that we have for each other.” 
 
“We are not meant to live in isolation but be with people. I 
believe God created us for relationship. Our church 
community has provided that for me in many ways over the 
years. The RUMC congregation has given me a place of 
belonging, a safe and sacred community for support when 
facing challenges and celebrations, and ever-deepening 
friendships with like-minded human beings. To encourage 
connections between church members fosters ties that cannot 
be found alone. Getting involved in church life is not scary, it 
opens your heart.” 
 
“I find such joy when I walk down the stairs after worship and 
see all the people gathered around, talking to each other – 
sharing joys and sorrows and support as they come together. I 
find an eagerness in myself to join the conversations, offering 
my own news and receiving theirs as we embrace community. 
I often feel the Spirit flowing between us, illuminating the 
Holy in our connections. I work on the Committee because I 
have experienced the power of people coming together in 
friendship and support as we create Church together and I 
want to help find ways to enhance that for all of us.” 

 
The members of The Committee on Enhancing Connections and 
Building Community are Kay Bergeland, Brad Gardner, Kent 
Johnson, Kay Kurtz, Christie Neuger, Sandra Overland, and Barb 
Rogers.  

FAREWELL TO THE 
HEARTLINE 

& WELCOME TO A NEW 
PUBLICATION 
 
Big changes are coming! This 
is our last Heartline 
newsletter as we have known 
it for decades. This issue will 
look the same but will not be 
mailed out. It will be 
available online and for pick-
up in print at the church. 
 
Why the change?  
Because the software, 
Microsoft Publishing, is 
ceasing in October 2026, we 
are forced to make 
changes. The September/
October Issue will not be 
mailed because a large, 
yearly fee, for the bulk mail 
permit is due in mid-August. 
Paying this fee for only one 
issue is not being good 
stewards.  
 
What about the events/
activities/news?  
The same information and 
news will be in the 
announcements in the 
bulletin and the Tuesday e-
newsletter  
 
What will replace the 
newsletter?  
Instead of the Heartline 
newsletter, we will have a 
smaller, more focused, story-
based publication that will 
be available online and for 
pick-up at the church.  
 
Thank you for understanding 
and welcoming this change. 



5835 Lyndale Ave S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

612-861-6086 office  

rumc@richfieldumc.org 

www.richfieldumc.org  

 

 

Worship on Sundays at 
9:30 am  

 

 In-Person Worship  
in the Sanctuary 

 

 Online Worship 
http://youtube.com/

richfieldumc 
 

 By touch tone 
phone at 

1.888.650.5835 

Please join your church in praying the 
Breakthrough Prayer daily at 8:35. 

http://youtube.com/richfieldumc
http://youtube.com/richfieldumc

